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Local Information & Resources

Aug. 28 Deadline for First Round of State
Economic Resiliency Grant Applications
Businesses may apply for an Economic Resiliency

Grant of up to $50,000 through the N.D. Department of Commerce. Awardees in the
first round of applications are to be announced by Sept. 11 with funds disbursed by
Sept. 25. Additional rounds are to be available if funding is not exhausted in round
one. Learn more and apply at https://belegendary.link/ERG.

Tips for Economic Resiliency Grant Success & Pitfalls
Commerce Commissioner Michelle Kommer emphasized in a recent social media
post that the spirit and intent of the grant is for business improvements to reduce the
spread of infection "to inspire customer confidence to return to the market place."

She cited common reasons for grant denial:
The applicant has not demonstrated is has a marketplace, in other words a
business setting where customers purchase goods or services for money.
Kommer said examples of businesses that lack a market place under this
definition include an office environment without a customer presence, like a call
center, or a company that doesn’t interact with the customer, like a roofing
company.
The applicant didn't describe how the investment reduces infection. She noted
the expansion of warehouse space or a capital improvement that has no
apparent nexus to infection control are not eligible.
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Seeking funding to expand into a brand new line of business.
Requesting funding for an upgrade to existing equipment where the
improvement to infection control is not specifically demonstrated.

'Mandan Strong' Mini-Match Remains Available
for COVID-Impacted Businesses
Nearly $67,000 is still available for businesses
impacted by COVID 19 to implement strategies that
make them more innovative, adaptable and/or
diverse to better withstand crisis. Matching funds of
up to $3,000 per business are available for small
locally-owned businesses. The next application
deadline is Sept. 14. Be sure to include external cost
quotes with applications. Find program details and
the application at www.cityofmandan.com/minimatch.

$4 Million Approved for New
Lineworker Training Facility
The U.S. Economic Development
Administration (EDA) last week
announced a $4 million grant to the North
Dakota Association of Rural Electric
Cooperatives to construct a new
lineworker training facility in Mandan.

The EDA grant will be matched with more than $1 million in investment from rural
electric cooperatives and collaboration with Bismarck State College to establish a
state-of-the art facility.

The lineworker training program has a 50-year history in Mandan, currently
preparing 60 students a year with the knowledge and skills needed to work for rural
electric cooperatives, municipal and private utility companies. Study includes
classroom, indoor and outdoor lab work and courses to prepare for the commercial
driver’s license exam. The existing building is too small to meet program needs.
Only 30 students fit in the classrooms and lab at one time. To learn about setting
and climbing utility poles, students are outside, exposed to the elements. The new
facility will have an indoor dirt arena, allowing for year-round training.

The NDAREC owns the existing facility and leases it to BSC for their student
program. The NDAREC intends to also make the new facility available to rural
electric member cooperatives and utility vendors for use in providing additional
training to employees. The closest similar facility is at the Mitchell Technical Institute,
nearly six hours away. This will be a valued workforce training facility for North
Dakota and neighboring states.

16 Advertising Spots Remain in 2021 Calendar
Opportunities are available in the 2021 Morton

http://www.cityofmandan.com/minimatch


County and Mandan community calendar for
business-card-size ads. The design allows for 2 ads
per month at a cost of $300 each, available on a first-
come, first-served basis. The calendar will be mailed
to all addresses with a 58554 zip code, approximately
13,500, plus further distributed by major participating
entities. For an example of this year’s calendar, visit
www.cityofmandan.com/thingstodo. This web

page also includes more information about the advertising opportunity and a sign-up
form. Events are also updated throughout the year at www.mylocalevents.org.
Questions? Call 667-3478.

Activities & Events
Tues & Sat: Mandan Farmers Market
Aug. 28: Mandan Dirt Series, Dacotah
Speedway
Sept. 5: Wild West Rodeo, Dacotah
Centennial Park
Sept. 20-27: Fall Colors Hike, Ft. Lincoln
State Park

Local Information
Online Business Directory
Memorial Highway Project Update
Assistance & Incentive Programs
Available Properties
Community Profile
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