
 Mandan Renaissance Zone Committee 
Tuesday, April 28, 2020 

11:30 a.m. 
 

MINUTES 
 
1. Introductions 
The meeting was conducted online and by telephone. All those 
participating are marked with a . Also on the call was Dan 
Anderson with RNR, LLC & Legacy Law Firm. 
  
2. Consider approval of agenda 
Schmidt moved to approve the agenda as presented. Siirtola 
seconded. Motion passed unanimously.  
 
3. Committee reorganization 

a) Consider selection of chair 
Strinden moved to cast a unanimous ballot for Darren Haugen 
as chair. Siirtola seconded. Motion passed unanimously.  
 

b) Consider selection of vice chair 
Schmidt moved to approve Rhonda Mahlum as vice chair of the 
committee for the next year. Strinden seconded. Motion passed 
unanimously.  
 
4. Consider approval of the following minutes: 

a) Dec. 3, 2019 
Mahlum moved to approve. Bohn seconded. Motion passed 
unanimously.  
 
5. Consider application for new construction at 222 E Main 

St by RNR, LLC 
Huber provided an overview of the application for new 
construction at 222 E Main St by RNR, LLC. This building will 
be constructed immediately across the street from M&H on a lot 
that has been vacant for a long time. The construction cost 
for the professional office building is estimated at $2.2 million. 
The building’s estimated value upon completion is just shy of 
$1.8 million. Using today’s mill levy of 265 mills, the estimated 
annual property tax benefit is $23,220 per year which is 
$116,600 over 5 years. The estimated annual state income tax 
benefit is $2,600 or $13,000 for 5 years.  
 

The applicant, Dan Anderson of RNR, LLC, plans to lease 5,000 sq. ft. of building to his 
law firm, Legacy Law Firm and lease additional space to ICON Architects.  
 
Huber explained there will be a parking area located behind the building, and the 
applicant has been approved by the Parking Authority to create public boulevard 
parking along 2nd Ave NE.  
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The agenda packet included the applicant’s breakdown of project costs and proof of 
payment on property taxes.  
 
Anderson explained the main floor will be fully occupied by ICON Architects. ICON is 
growing and needs more office space. They have agreed to help build and lease the 
building. The top floor will be occupied by Legacy Law Firm. Anderson’s Firm currently 
has five employees, but plans to add employees in the future. The applicant does not 
anticipate any vacant space in the building. There will be two entrances into the building 
to split tenants.  
  
Anderson indicated that ICON Architects is currently working in a space of 800 sq. ft. 
and plans to fill up the 3,200 sq. ft. of the main floor in the building to be constructed. 
ICON currently has employees working from home and in Grand Forks that will transfer 
to the Mandan location.  
 
The applicant explained that there is about 3,200 sq. ft. of rentable space on the main 
floor and about the same on the second floor. The remainder of the square footage is 
occupied by the building’s atrium, common areas and storage.   
 
Huber noted the Renaissance Zone current standards require an investment of at least 
$55 per sq. ft. for new construction. The application by RNR, LLC far exceeds this 
requirement.  
 
Haugen noted a goal of the Renaissance Zone is to dress up the downtown business 
area and get business owners to invest in their buildings by providing a tax break to 
those willing to invest. He added that the new building will definitely contribute to 
dressing up Mandan’s Main Street.  
  
Huber stated since this project is a new construction on a vacant lot, no taxing entity is 
giving up any current tax coming in. 
 
The project is expected to be complete by the end of 2020.  
  
Strinden moved to recommend approval of the application for new construction of 222 E 
Main St. by RNR, LLC to include the five-year 100% property tax exemption on the 
building as completed and the five-year 100% state income tax exemption. Schmidt 
seconded. The motion passed unanimously.  

 
6. Consider lease of 222 E Main St by Legacy Law Firm 
Legacy Law Firm plans to lease part of the building at 222 E Main St. The annual state 
income tax exemption is estimated at $5,500 or $27,500 for five years.  Legacy Law 
focuses mainly in estate planning, real estate and criminal law. Currently the firm is 
made up of four attorneys, an assistant and two to four contract landman. Legacy Law 
Firm plans to add three to five attorneys, two assistants, and office space for landman. 
The firm is also planning to add family law to its practice and will hire an intern during 
the summer. 
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Huber noted ICON Architects is aware they may apply for a lease application through 
the Renaissance Zone program, but would need to not have signed the lease prior to 
application approval and would need to be a business expansion. Anderson stated 
ICON was leaving that decision up to the corporate office in Grand Forks. 
 
Bohn moved to recommend approval of the lease application for 222 E Main St. by 
Legacy Law Firm to include the 100% five-year state income tax exemption. Strinden 
seconded. Motion passed unanimously.     

 
7. Review draft update of Mandan Renaissance Zone Development Plan 
Huber explained that due to COVID-19 shifting tasks, she is not quite ready to provide 
an updated draft of the Renaissance Zone Development Plan. With the help of the City 
assessor and planner, she has been able to obtain a data dump to plug in all 2019 
property values to compare to 2005 values. This allowed her to find the overall increase 
for the zone and she will bring this information to a future meeting. She intends to also 
bring recommend development plan updates and to identify key areas requiring 
committee decisions.  

 
8. Discuss next steps in Renaissance Zone Program renewal process 
Once the committee has made its way through the updated development plan, a next 
step is to take a look at adding additional blocks to the Renaissance Zone. Huber said 
Mandan will be able to count some of its existing blocks as a half block in instances 
where government or non-profit buildings exist. There will be a need for more committee 
meetings between now and the beginning of August to move forward on the renewal 
process. 

 
9. Other business 
Huber reported she is aware of one other project that is looking to be a part of the 
Renaissance Zone. The potential applicant, the owners of the Rice Bowl, have made it 
public that they have acquired a building on 4th Ave NW for relocation and expansion of 
the restaurant.  

 
10. Adjourn 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned.  

 


