
  Mandan Growth Fund Committee 
Thursday, Nov. 14, 2019  

Noon 
Veterans’ Conference Room 

Mandan City Hall 
205 Second Avenue NW 

 
MINUTES 

 
1. Introductions 
Chairman Weide called the meeting to order. Members present are 
indicated with a . Chad Peterson, Jarret Selzler, and John 
Weeda were also in attendance. Jon Sperl participated by speaker 
phone. 
 
Procedural Matters (10 minutes) 
 
2. Consider approval of minutes: May 21, 2019 
Weisbeck moved to approve the minutes. Walen seconded. Motion 
passed unanimously.  
 
3. Review financial statement through Oct. 31, 2019 
Huber reported the economic development uncommitted balance 
stands at $226,464 after commitments. The balance is up from 
$166,468 the last time the committee met, largely due to loan 
repayments. She also reported four storefront improvement 
projects have been closed out (moved from committed to paid out 
section of the statement) since the committee last met: Redmann 
Law, Old Ten Bar & Grill (West River Properties), Runnings, and 
Al Fitterer Architect.  
 
New Business 
 
4. Consider Storefront Improvement Application for 1702 E 

Main St. 
This is an application by the Olson Trust for matching funds 
towards exterior building improvements at 1702 E Main St. for two 
sides of the building viewable from the public right of way. Trust 
representatives Jon Sperl and John Weeda submitted plans to 
invest $123,250 in the east and south facing sides of the building 
for exterior wall panels, 8 additional windows, and new doors 
including one with an automatic door opener. Sperl called in for 
this discussion.   
 
Beyond the cost quote and the Storefront Improvement application, 
other exterior improvement plans include removing some sidewalk 
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adjacent to the building and replacing it with decorative gravel or rock with landscape planters. Sperl 
verbally explained plans for additional investment in the building’s north facing wall, not viewable from 
the public right of way. These include two new windows plus an exterior patio or seating area. Exterior 
lighting was also mentioned. He advised the Mandan Architectural Review Commission that the existing 
loading dock will be filled to create an additional parking area that can be used by customers of the 
neighboring Culver’s restaurant. The dumpster currently on the building’s south side will be relocated 
to the space north of the building and screened from public view. 
 
The Trust is also making significant improvements to the building’s interior for use as multi-tenant 
office space. The applicants reported having one new confirmed tenant with other prospects in the 
wings. Dakota Wholesale Supply has outgrown the space and the lot and is moving to the former 
Runnings building on Memorial Highway. Target completion for the project is April 2020.  
 
The exterior building improvements received approval from the Mandan Architectural Review 
Commission. Any new exterior signage was not included in the plans and would need to be submitted to 
the Building Inspection Department when plans are determined. 
 
The applicant indicated a request for a $60,000 match. Discussion was held regarding the program 
guidelines for at $60,000 match. Storefront Improvement Program guidelines, in the program summary 
state the following: “Interested commercial property owners may apply for a forgivable loan, not to 
exceed $30,000, for up to 50% of their investment in rehabilitating a building façade. Buildings located 
on a corner lot may be eligible for up to double the amount available for one façade depending upon the 
project and surface area.” A provision later in the guidelines further explains, “Qualifying 
improvements must be to areas visible from the public right of way.” 
 
Boehm moved to recommend approval of a maximum of $45,000 in matching funds for the Storefront 
Improvement project by the Olson Trust for 1702 E Main St. Patzell seconded. Boehm explained his 
reasoning dealt with the amount of wall-surface area being updated, windows, and street view of the 
building. More discussion was held. Huber noted if the committee was going to head in the direction of 
offering more than $30,000 for a building not on a corner lot or with a substantial wall-surface area, 
then a policy change may be in order. Lehman stated he didn’t know if the committee wanted to expand 
beyond the current policy or set that precedence.  
 
Lehman moved to amend the previous motion to recommend an amount of $30,000 in matching funds. 
Wanner seconded. Factors leading to the limitation of only approving $30,000 included:  

• That the building does not sit on a corner lot with two intersecting streets. The only public right 
of way adjacent to it is East Main Street on its south side. 

• The amount of wall-surface area eligible for the program is not abnormally large. The east wall 
is 140 or 150 feet in length, the south wall is 90 feet in length. The building is single-story. 

• Only the east and south facing sides are viewable from the public right of way.  
 
 The amendment passed 6-2 with Weide, Bauer, Lehman, Walen, Wanner and Weisbeck voting yes and 
Boehm and Patzell voting no. The motion as amended passed unanimously. The committee’s 
recommendation will go before City Commission on Nov. 19.  
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5. Consider recommendations for committee appointments for 2 positions with terms beginning in 

2020. Interested persons are: 
 
a) Chad Peterson 
b) Rocky Reddig 
c) Jarrett Selzler 

 
Huber explained Reddig was out of town and not able to attend the meeting, but indicated his sincere 
interest in serving on the committee and his letter of interest was included in the agenda packet. There 
are two open positions for a term starting in 2020 and ending Dec. 31, 2022. The preferred areas of 
representation is for the Memorial Highway/east Mandan area and for the community at large. No 
letters were received from the Memorial Highway area, so all of them would be for the community at 
large. Huber explained Reddig would represent the north Mandan area with affiliation with the 
Baymont Inn & Suites through Gangl Hospitality. Peterson and Selzler are Mandan citizens.  
 
Peterson works at Bremer Bank and lives in Mandan. He has financial experience and wants to be more 
connected to the community he lives in. He stated he is not afraid to speak his opinion or to say yes or 
no. Peterson is a part-time firefighter for Mandan, and feels he is a good fit for the committee. 
 
Selzler is a recent Mandan High School graduate and a student at Bismarck State College. He is 
interested in political science. He interned with the N.D. House of Representatives, and currently works 
at Runnings in Mandan. Selzler said he’s in his first year at BSC and has another year and a half, before 
he plans to move to Fargo to continue his education at NDSU. Boehm noted the term is for three years. 
 
There was discussion about Reddig’s letter of interest. Patzell stated he personally knows Reddig and 
he’s a very impressive and quality person, but was concerned about him living in Lincoln. Reddig works 
for Gangl Hospitality and oversees the Mandan location as well as properties across the state and 
midwest. Huber explained that being an owner or employee of a Mandan business is one of the criteria 
for eligibility.  
 
Walen moved to recommend approval of Peterson and Reddig for three-year terms from 2020 through 
Dec. 31, 2022. Weisbeck seconded. Motion passed unanimously.   
 
A noted factor in the discussion and the committee’s decision was that Selzler intends to move to Fargo 
before expiration of the term to continue his education at NDSU. Committee members and staff 
encouraged Selzler to continue to pursue other aspects of community involvement. The recommendation 
will be taken to City Commission on Nov. 19 for approval.  

 
6. 2019 Business Pitch Challenge Results 
Huber reported Dot Frank won the second annual Business Pitch Challenge held Nov. 12, with her ice 
cream and gift shop proposal. Frank intends to open Latidot Scoop & Gift Shop in a building on First 
Street, north of the fire station, in what some may know as the former Hirsch Florist building. There’s 
some space on the east end of the building that she has leased or is intending to lease for the business.  
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Huber said if the committee wishes, a meeting with Frank before the end of the year could be arranged. 
She stated the contingency for the $10,000 loan is that the business be open in Mandan before Dec. 31, 
2020. All applicants were good, quality applicants. Huber and the other coordinating organizations will 
continue to work with the three other finalists to line them up with other resources that may be helpful to 
their businesses. The plan is to continue the pitch challenge next year, and as always the competition 
and process will be reviewed to see if any changes need to be made.      

 
7. Report on other business development projects & assistance 
Huber explained that in the time since the last meeting there have been many business development 
projects approved or progressing. A report was provided in the agenda packet on the new and 
expanding business projects receiving assistance beyond the Growth Fund, such as those receiving 
loans toward the local share of a Bank of North Dakota Flex PACE buydown, as well as three 
commercial remodeling exemptions approved in 2019, and approved Renaissance Zone projects.  

 
Other Business 
 

8. Adjourn 
 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned.  
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