
 
Mandan Community Beautification Committee 

Thursday, February 14, 2019 
7:30 a.m. 

Veterans’ Conference Room 
Mandan City Hall, 205 Second Avenue NW 

 
MINUTES 

 
 

A. Introductions 
Leingang called the meeting to order. Members present are 
indicated with a . Also in attendance was Amy Schmidt, 
Deputy Chief of Police Lori Flaten and Street Superintendent 
Brian Dirk.  
 

B. Consider minutes from Dec. 13, 2018 meeting 
E. Huber moved to approve the Dec. 13 minutes. Skogen 
seconded. Motion passed unanimously.  
 

C. Discuss committee reorganization 
a. Elect Chairperson and Vice Chairperson 

Leingang had reached out to Snowden to see if she was 
interested in serving as chairperson for the committee and 
Snowden showed interest. Johnson moved to approve Snowden 
as committee chairperson. Dehnert seconded. Motion passed 
unanimously.  
 
Dehnert stated he was interested in continuing as vice 
chairperson. E. Huber moved to approve Dehnert as vice 
chairperson. Neubauer seconded. Motion passed unanimously.  
 

D. Discuss Community Clean-up Day 
This will be the sixth year for the community clean-up day. Amy 
Schmidt who is a former Community Beautification Committee 
member and helped get community clean-up day started, stated 
Bismarck will probably not be doing a clean-up day and was 
wondering if City staff could reach out to the City of Bismarck 
to see if they are still working to organize the event or perhaps 
combine with Mandan. She recognized that it may be too late to 
do a joint event this year with Bismarck.  
 

Schmidt is willing to help obtain door prizes for the event as she has done in years past. Johnson 
suggested a combined effort could be done with Go! Bismarck Manda—an extension of the 
Health Department. Neubauer stated he would contact Keith Huntley to talk to the Bismarck 
Mayor regarding interest for them to do their own clean-up day.  
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Clean-Up Day will take place on Saturday, April 27 this year. Schmidt stated Clean-Up Day is 
successful because of the City and Mandan Progress Organization standing behind it. Leingang 
stated she is willing to do what she has done in the past to help with Clean-Up Day and to 
distribute posters. Huber stated the Public Works department would need to get 33 gallon bags 
this year as the bags were too small last year. The planning is normally done through e-mail and 
staff will update the committee.  
 
Dirk stated the Public Works department received interest from a group from University of Mary 
on adopting a street and was wondering if there was a specific street to assign them to. Huber 
stated there was a list of streets and she would get him the information.   
 
April 27 is the date of the Great American Bike Race and graduation for University of Mary. 
This has been a conflict for a few years but doesn’t seem to lower attendance for Community 
Clean-Up Day.  

 
E. Update on projects  

a. Update on removal or refurbishing of obelisks (Snowden / Van Dyke / Froseth) 
Snowden spoke with a lot of people and most did not know why the obelisks were installed. 
Consensus was that they were street signs before the green signs were installed. Kathy Spillman 
suggested to Snowden that if the obelisks are removed it may be worth talking with archeologist 
for archeological background prior to removal. Snowden said they used to have obelisks in 
Bismarck as well.  
 
Van Dyke sent letters out to about 40 property owners with obelisks on their property. He 
received 12 responses. There were about 8 or 9 in favor of keeping the obelisks and 3 or 4 
opposed to keeping them. Kupper Chevrolet Subaru offered to donate employee time to help with 
the painting of them if the decision is to keep them. Van Dyke stated the next step is to take 
inventory of the condition of the obelisks and would need to coordinate with public works, talk to 
property owners and Kupper on repairing or repainting the existing obelisks. Dehnert stated he 
didn’t think it was feasible to repair them and Froseth agreed that obelisks in bad condition 
should not be repaired.   
  

b. Update on tree planting grant (Nagel) 
i. E. Main Street 

ii. E. Memorial Highway 
iii. W. Memorial Highway 

Froseth reached out to the North Dakota Department of Transportation (NDDOT) for comments 
on each of the areas talked about for the tree planting grant. All three gateway locations are in 
NDDOT right-of-way. NDDOT does not allow gateway signs in these right-of-way areas. 
Plantings on the outside edge of the right-of-way may be permissible. He reported state law does 
protect visibility of billboard signs. The NDDOT did say they could trim the trees along the road 
in front of Culver’s this spring. Dirk stated Nagel is working on completing the smaller $2,000 
grant application for trees.   
 

F. Other status reports 
a. Update on building mural guidelines (Van Dyke) 
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Van Dyke provided the committee with the proposed ordinance pertaining to building murals. It 
does restrict them to the downtown area only and in alleyways and on non-street fronting sides 
of the building. Under the new requirement, Bearscat would not have been approved. Huber felt 
it was pretty restrictive and would be more supportive if the ordinance said it can’t be on 
arterials. Van Dyke felt the current guidelines were loose and could be in trouble if challenged.  
Johnson asked the rationale behind keeping murals off the street-fronting sides. Van Dyke stated 
the majority of architectural elements are on the street-fronting side of buildings and they bring 
more character to the area.  
 
Van Dyke spoke with Melissa Gordon who did the Bearscat mural and she liked the concept of 
the proposed ordinance.  
 
There was a lot of discussion pertaining to the ordinance and most of it surrounded being able to 
evaluate the ordinance down the road, the permissible area being too restrictive, and only 
allowing it on non-street fronting sides of the buildings.  
 
Neubauer moved to approve what Van Dyke has presented with the understanding that there are 
two areas of concerns: the committee is concerned the area is too restrictive and not sure about 
only allowing the murals on non-street fronting side of the buildings. Froseth seconded. Motion 
passed 11-2 with two members absent.  
 
The proposed ordinance will go before the Mandan Architectural Review Commission on Feb. 
26 for review. The ordinance will then go before Planning & Zoning and then on to the City 
Commission for approval. Both of which will have public hearing opportunities.  
 

G. Other Business 
E. Huber reported there is a Chamber Leadership team with Maria Walen and Kelly Churchill 
as team members that is looking to do a project under the realm of beautification project in 
Bismarck or Mandan. The group may come to the committee with the project idea and there may 
be a meeting in March to get the project moving.  
 
Dehnert stated Bobcat’s community service day is in April and is looking for ideas from staff on 
what to do.  
 

H. Future Meetings 
a. Thursday, April 11, 2019 (7:30 a.m.) 
b. Thursday, June 13, 2019 (7:30 a.m.) 

 
I. Adjourn 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.  
 


