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The Mandan City Commission met in regular session at 5:30 p.m. on November 19, 2019 

in the Ed “Bosh” Froehlich Room at City Hall, Mandan, North Dakota.  Mayor Helbling called 
the meeting to order.  
 
A.       ROLL CALL:  
1.        Roll Call of All City Commissioners.  Present were Mayor Helbling, Commissioners 
Braun, Davis, Larson and Rohr. Department Heads present were, Finance Director Welch, Fire 
Chief Nardello, Planning & Engineering Director Froseth, Principal Planner Van Dyke, Business 
Development and Communications Director Huber, Police Chief Ziegler, City Administrator 
Neubauer, Director of Public Works Bitz and Attorney Brown. Absent: Assessor Markley, 
Human Resource Director Cullen, Building Official Ouradnik 
 
B. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:   
 
C. MINUTES: 
1.         Consider approval of the minutes from the November 5, 2019 Board of City Commission 
regular meeting. Commissioner Braun moved to approve the minutes as presented.   
Commissioner Davis seconded the motion.  Roll call vote:  Commissioner Rohr: Yes; 
Commissioner Davis: Yes;   Commissioner Larson: Yes; Commissioner Braun: Yes; Mayor 
Helbling: Yes.  The motion passed.  
 
D.       PUBLIC HEARING:   
1.        Consider approval of the first consideration of Ordinance 1326 related to murals. 
City Planner Van Dyke stated this is the ‘second’ first consideration of Ordinance 1326 related to 
murals.  He stated that the draft mural ordinance as presented in the Exhibit 1 was agreed upon 
by the City Commission and legal counsel and it fulfills the interest of the City in preserving 
public safety, traffic and pedestrian safety, property values and will withstand constitutional 
muster.  Note:  Exhibit 1 indicates all the changes marked in “red” from the first consideration.  
The mural ordinance does not regulate the residential districts because neighborhood 
homeowners associations will address this issue internally.  He explained that a permitting 
process is required to ensure that any mural not painted directly onto a building is affixed safely 
and meets building code. Murals painted directly on buildings requires a permit to ensure that the 
materials used to paint onto the structure are adequate to withstand North Dakota weather well 
into the future and to document the original condition of the mural. If a mural painted directly to 
a building fades, chips, or peels and adequate upkeep is not conducted, the aesthetics of the 
building degrade and the building may become an eyesore. A lack of maintenance negatively 
affects property values. The standards for murals ensure that they are not applied directly to 
significant architectural elements. The limitation on the total number of murals and size 
restriction on the street-fronting side has been removed from the previous first consideration. If 
specific problems arise, the ordinance may be adjusted to address problems. Future court cases 
filed by other jurisdictions may provide more insight into the matter. Making these adjustments 
will ensure the ordinance is not challenged moving forward and allow the City to focus its efforts 
more pressing, areas. Existing murals, including Lonesome Dove’s painted sign, will be 
grandfathered in if this ordinance is ultimately adopted by City Commission. This ordinance will 
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only apply to new murals following its adoption and release of the temporary restraining order 
that is currently in-place. 
The Planning and Zoning Commission recommended approval at their August 26, 2019 meeting. 
The ordinance has been reviewed and approved by legal counsel. 
 
Mayor Helbling announced this is a public hearing and invited anyone to come forward to speak 
for or against the first consideration of Ordinance 1326 related to murals. Mayor Helbling 
announced again that this is a public hearing and invited anyone to come forward to speak for or 
against the first consideration of Ordinance 1326 related to murals. A third and final 
announcement was made for anyone to come forward to speak for or against the Ordinance.  
Hearing none, this portion of the public hearing was closed.   
 
Commissioner Larson spoke in favor of approving the first consideration of Ordinance 1326, in 
particular, she stated:  “I’ve seen this ordinance to be a major point of interest and frustration. 
Therefore, please bear with me as I take a few minutes to share thoughts relative to it. 
First off, I think it is important to highlight my connection to Mandan’s Mural Ordinance.  I have 
worked in advertising, communications and marketing in Bismarck/Mandan for 15 years.  My 
husband is employed as a full-time artist.  We also own a commercial property in downtown 
Mandan.  I share all these details to hopefully illustrate if not my qualification to discuss the 
challenges we’ve faced relative to freedom of speech, artistic freedom, and commercial vs. 
artistic expression, then at least to show why these three topics are vitally important to me. 
As a communications professional, I’ve been taught the difference between freedom of speech 
and regulation of commercial expression.  That distinction has been illustrated in the way our 
Federal government regulates the placement of billboards along the highway to protect our safety 
while driving.  It is also evident in the way the Federal government has been allowed to mandate 
disclaimers on medication and tobacco advertising to warn the public of health risks associated 
with these products.  It is even shown in fines to public broadcast stations for indecent or explicit 
content.  The City of Mandan is only asking for the same ability to provide safety and health to 
our citizens. I’ve also been a member the Mandan Architectural Review Commission for the past 
four years.  That committee of unpaid community members, which includes representatives from 
Mandan businesses, contractors, architecture, home builders and realtors, as well as some City 
Staff.  It is where the need for defined mural guidelines originated.  We also have committee 
members who are passionate about encouraging art in our community and wanted to provide a 
clear channel for private investment in public art.  I know it seems ironic now but let me 
reiterate, the discussions around murals all centered around an intent to provide private 
businesses with an avenue to follow to get clear guidance and approval for public art investment.  
Therefore, we developed the mural guidelines in collaboration with representatives from local 
businesses and the local arts community. We also realize the effect visual distractions can have 
on public safety.  Those visual distractions can take many forms from your own cellphone to a 
sign too close to the road, as the Federal Highway Administration shows by regulating 
billboards.  Our effort with the Mural Ordinance is to preserve public safety while providing 
opportunities for artistic expression. A key part of my role as a commissioner is to provide 
channels for communications and access to our citizens.  My deepest hope is that they use the 
opportunities available to them to get involved.  While it is unfortunate that this effort to 
encourage artistic expression in our community has turned into frustration, I believe everyone 
involved who has represented the City of Mandan throughout this process has sought to protect 
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the safety of our citizens, encourage private investment in public art and incorporate 
opportunities for feedback and compromise.  Compromise should be at the center of our 
efforts… from both the City and the valued Mandan businesses.  That is why I support the 
adjusted mural ordinance as presented here tonight.”  
 
Commissioner Braun concurred with Commissioner Larson’s statement and recommendation for 
approving the Ordinance.  Commissioner Davis commented that he agrees with Commissioner 
Larson’s position and that he appreciates her business profession as it relates to this issue.  He 
added that the City of Mandan is very pro-business which has been demonstrated over the last 
several years and he expressed the necessity to have safety components in place.  Commissioner 
Rohr commented that he has been on the City Commission for several years and he believes the 
Commission has not been overly bureaucratic. He is interested in assuring this Ordinance is 
amenable to the City of Mandan. Mayor Helbling also concurred with the Commissioner’s 
statements provided however, he indicated that this matter may come up from time to time in the 
future and the circumstance will have to be dealt with when that happens.  He extended a thank 
you to the MARC Board for their work on this along with all the other individuals involved as 
well as Commissioner Larson’s efforts in this matter.   
 
Commissioner Rohr moved to approve the first consideration of Ordinance1326 related to 
murals. Commissioner Braun seconded the motion.  Roll call vote:  Commissioner Rohr: Yes; 
Commissioner Davis: Yes; Commissioner Larson:  Yes; Commissioner Braun:  Yes; Mayor 
Helbling: Yes.  The motion passed.   
 
E.        BIDS:  
Consider the Raw Water Intake, Phase I bid results and recommendation to deny the low bid. 
Planning and Engineering Director Froseth presented a request to consider bids for the Raw 
Water Intake, Phase I project. He stated that Mandan City staff and refinery staff have met in 
regular meetings over the last several months.  AE2S completed plans and the city advertised for 
bids for the Raw Water Intake, Phase I project. Phase I includes the intake structure, the 
electrical and mechanical equipment, including the pumps, and improvements to the Water 
Treatment site and the Refinery’s site needed to receive the water however, not included with 
this initial project is the transmission pipe from the new intake site to the Water Treatment 
Facility. Those plans are being finalized as part of Phase II, which is the transmission plate. 
 
Director Froseth reported that the bid opening for Phase I was held on October 29, 2019. There 
was only one bid received for each of the portions of the project. Bids were to be obtained 
separately for the general contract, the mechanical and the electrical contract. The mechanical 
contract bid was the smallest scope of work within Phase 1 and was $15,000 over the engineer’s 
estimate.  The electrical contract was 25% over the estimate.  The total general construction was 
$8 million over the estimate with the bid coming in $21 million.    
 
Due to the bid coming in much higher than estimated, AE2S has had some conversations with 
the bidder on the general construction portion of the project and they have relayed those 
conversations to staff.  Director Froseth reported that there is discussion occurring now with 
AE2S about how the city can retool the bid package and some of the elements of design in ways 
that would minimize that risk. A pre-bid meeting was held with all the contractors being present 
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for discussion.  The concern that keeps coming up is risk, in particular, risk associated with the 
river level is part of that, but there is risk due to project scope including drilling or laying pipe 
out into the river channels some 400 or 500 ft.  That was put in the general contract but it was 
suggested to separate out the portions and that subcontractors be contacted.  Assuming AE2S can 
identify ways to bring the bids down the target date to rebid would occur in early 2020. The city 
is working with its funding partners the State Water Commission (SWC) and Marathon 
throughout this process.  A memo will be forthcoming on items that can be controlled however, 
the river is the biggest factor in those results.  
 
Mayor Helbling inquired if Phase II would start without doing Phase 1 first.  Director Froseth 
stated that at this time there is no purpose in going forward with Phase II. It has not been 
determined if bids should be obtained now or later, due to the high river level at this time. He 
believes that the river is the primary factor in the cost escalation.  Mayor Helbling stated that 
knowing the river being high these factors should have been caught sooner so it is a concern if 
the estimate was a bad estimate to start with.  He believes the cost to redesign it should be 
negotiated.  Director Froseth said that the fashion in which the bids will go out again has not yet 
been determined whether it will be one project or several projects opened up to subcontractors.  
Commissioner Larson stated that the advantage to the city is that the water is high so the city is 
not pushing forward at this time and the concern still remains if it is entirely the water level that 
is creating this additional level of cost.   Director Froseth stated that much of this is lump sum 
work so no sub-information was provided and would not be because that is not part of the 
bidding process.  Commissioner Larson said that another concern is that while it is believed the 
river level is a problem, to have only one bid packet come in seems atypical.  It has not truly 
been identified that the water level is the reason for the single bid coming in.  Director Froseth 
replied that it is not the only reason but has been more weight than the other reason(s).  The size 
of the caisson and the high river levels affect that and requires more work.  It’s interrelated with 
the other risk concerns. 
 
Director Froseth recommended rejecting the bid because it is over the projected project 
estimates. 
 
Commissioner Davis moved to reject all bids for the Raw Water Intake, Phase I project. 
Commissioner Larson seconded the motion.  Roll call vote:  Commissioner Rohr: Yes; 
Commissioner Davis: Yes; Commissioner Larson:  Yes; Commissioner Braun:  Yes; Mayor 
Helbling: Yes.  The motion passed.   
 
F.        CONSENT AGENDA   
1.        Consider approval of monthly bills.  
2.        Consider approval of Special Use Permit to allow the Water Treatment Facility new Raw 
Water Intake to be located at the proposed site.   
3.        Consider approval of Miller Addition minor plat.  
4.        Consider holding a public hearing for the vacation of a portion of 18th Ave. SE  
5.        Consider approval of Special Event Permit for the Santa’s Arrival Event on November 30, 
2019. 
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Commissioner Rohr moved to approve the Consent Agenda items No. 1 through 5 as presented.  
Commissioner Larson seconded the motion.  Roll call vote:  Commissioner Rohr: Yes; 
Commissioner Davis: Yes; Commissioner Larson:  Yes; Commissioner Braun:  Yes; Mayor 
Helbling: Yes.  The motion passed.   
 
G.        OLD BUSINESS: 
 
H.        NEW BUSINESS 
1.         Consider Mandan Growth Fund Committee recommendations:  
(i) Storefront Improvement Application for 1702 E Main Street:   
Business Development & Communication Director Huber presented a request to consider a 
Mandan Growth Fund (MGF) Committee recommendation for approval of a Storefront 
Improvement application for 1702 East Main Street.  She reported that the MGF met on 
November 14, 2019, to consider an application by the Olson Trust for matching funds towards 
exterior building improvements at 1702 East Main St. for two sides of the building viewable 
from the public right of way. Trust representatives Jon Sperl and John Weeda submitted plans to 
invest $123,250 in the east and south facing sides of the building for exterior wall panels, eight 
additional windows, and new doors including one with an automatic door opener. 
 
Other exterior improvement plans include removing some sidewalk adjacent to the building and 
replacing it with decorative gravel or rock with landscape planters. This plan includes new 
windows plus an exterior patio or seating area and exterior lighting. The dumpster currently on 
the building’s south side will be relocated to the space north of the building and screened from 
public view. There are plans for improvements to the building’s interior for use as multi-tenant 
office space. There is one new confirmed tenant with other prospects. Dakota Wholesale Supply 
has outgrown the space and is moving to the former Runnings building on Memorial Highway. 
The target completion date is April 2020. 
 
The exterior building improvements received approval from the Mandan Architectural Review 
Commission. The application indicates a request for $60,000 match. Storefront Improvement 
Program guidelines, in the program summary state the following: “Interested commercial 
property owners may apply for a forgivable loan, not to exceed $30,000, for up to 50% of their 
investment in rehabilitating a building façade.  The MGF approved an amendment to a motion 
for a recommended approval on a 6-2 vote to limit the match to $30,000.  John Weeda was 
present to answer questions regarding this request and extended a thank you to the Commission 
for considering this request.  He stated the building was constructed in 1975 and the walls and 
roof are still in good condition but is due for an upgrade to improve the aesthetics of that area. 
 
Commissioner Braun moved to approve providing $30,000 in matching funds for the Storefront 
Improvement project by the Olson Trust for 1702 E Main St. Commissioner Davis seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote:  Commissioner Rohr: Yes; Commissioner Davis: Yes; Commissioner 
Larson:  Yes; Commissioner Braun:  Yes; Mayor Helbling: Yes.  The motion passed.   
 
(ii) Appointment of committee members for 2020-2022 terms. 
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Business Development & Communications Department Huber presented a request to consider 
appointments to the Mandan Growth Fund Committee (MGF) for a 2020-2022 term.  She stated 
there are two positions up for consideration with the following preferences: one representing the 
Memorial Highway/east Mandan area and a position representing the community at large. Terms 
are three years ending on December 31, 2022. Members may be representatives of the business 
community through ownership or employment with a Mandan business or Mandan residents. 
Letters of interest were sought with a requested deadline for responses of November 1, 2019 or 
until positions are filled. Members whose terms expire on December 31, 2019 are:  Jeremy Bauer 
(2nd term) and Curtis Patzell (2nd term).  The MGF met November 14, 2019 and Agenda items 
included consideration of recommendations for 2020 appointments. The individuals who 
submitted letters of interest were Chad Peterson, Rocky Reddig and Jarrett Selzler.  Peterson and 
Selzler are Mandan citizens while Reddig represents a business operating in the area of north 
Mandan and the I-94 corridor.  A noted factor in the discussion and the committee’s decision 
was that Selzler intends to move to Fargo before expiration of the term to continue his education 
at NDSU. Committee members and staff encouraged Selzler to continue to pursue other aspects 
of community involvement. The MGF recommends the appointment of Chad Peterson and 
Rocky Reddig for a three-year term from 2020 through December 31, 2022. 
 
Commissioner Davis moved to appoint Chad Peterson and Rocky Reddig for a three-year term 
from 2020 through December 31, 2022 to the Mandan Growth Fund Committee (MGF).   
Commissioner Rohr seconded the motion.  Roll call vote:  Commissioner Rohr: Yes; 
Commissioner Davis: Yes; Commissioner Larson:  Yes; Commissioner Braun:  Yes; Mayor 
Helbling: Yes.  The motion passed.   
 
Mayor Helbling extended a thank you to the two outgoing members, Jeremy Bauer and Curtis 
Patzell for the years they served on the Mandan Growth Fund Committee (MGF). 
 
2.         Consider acceptance of purchase agreement for parcel 65-3156000.  
City Planner Van Dyke presented a request to consider acceptance of an offer for purchase of 
parcel 65-3156000.  He reported that Jake Axtman provided an offer of $6,500 for the purchase 
of parcel 65-3156000, Lots 4-6 (-4166), Block 59, First Northern Pacific Addition. The property 
is located near the intersection of 2nd St. NE and 6th Ave. NE.   The property does not have 
access and will require a road extension in order to be developed. Right-of-way has been 
dedicated to the City when Northern Pacific Addition was platted. The property lies on relatively 
steep topography.  A specials balance of $993.12 exists on the property. Per the purchase 
agreement, following proration for this year’s installment, the buyers will be responsible for the 
remaining balance. 
 
Planner Van Dyke stated that based on the topography and road extension required to be 
developed, City staff believes the offer of $6,500 is fair and recommended acceptance (original 
list price was $10,000). He said that the City Commission may accept, reject, or counter the offer 
provided by Mr. Axtman. The Engineering and Planning Department recommends accepting the 
offer for $6,500 for the purchase of parcel 65-3156000. 
 
Commissioner Rohr moved to accept the offer for parcel 65-3156000 as presented in Exhibit 1. 
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Commissioner Larson seconded the motion.  Roll call vote:  Commissioner Rohr: Yes; 
Commissioner Davis: Yes; Commissioner Larson:  Yes; Commissioner Braun:  Yes; Mayor 
Helbling: Yes.  The motion passed.   
 
3.         Consider possible DOT Transportation Improvement Program applications.   
Planning and Engineering Director Froseth stated that on an annual basis, the Metropolitan 
Planning Organization (MPO) coordinates funding requests for NDDOT Transportation 
Improvement Program (TIP) roadway projects. These projects are eligible for federal funding 
assistance because they are on the functional classification system as an arterial or collector 
roadway. They are prioritized at that time. The Engineering Department could move either 
forward with applications for any of the projects listed below, or would take any suggestions for 
other projects. If there are any other suggestions staff would need to know by November 29, 
2019 to meet the MPO’s application deadline of November 27, 2019.   
 
The DOT is soliciting applications for 1) The Urban Roads Program 2) The Urban Regional 
Program 3) The Urban Grant Program and 4) The Highway Safety Improvement Program. These 
are the main programs the NDDOT has to offer when it comes to securing federal funds for 
collector and arterial roadway improvements.  
 
2024 Urban Roads Program (URP) – most competitive of the programs.  
These projects are eligible for up to 80% federal funding with about a 20% local match required. 
About $4 million is designated to the MPO each year for URPs, therefore the $4 million is 
shared between City of Mandan, City of Bismarck, City of Lincoln and Burleigh and Morton 
Counties. In the recent past, when the city of Mandan applied, we have only been successful with 
projects on the existing system even though extension projects are eligible. Some examples of 
recent projects through this program include the reconstruct of McKenzie Drive in 2017, the 
reconstruct of Old Red Trail near the Red Trail elementary school in 2016 and the reconstruct of 
Sunset Avenue in 2013.  Some projects the City of Mandan applied for recently that scored low 
have little chance of being programmed in area of the extension of Sunset Drive north of the 
Middle school, the extension of Boundary Road west of Sunset Drive and the extension of 
Division to the east of 8th Avenue east to Mandan Avenue. 
 
After discussing and reviewing the City of Mandan needs and conditions shown from recent 
assessments, chances of being programmed in, input from commissioners and the public and 
input from Mandan developers, the Engineering Department put an ordered list together that 
addresses needs and reflects the best chance of having projects selected in the URP. Each MPO 
jurisdiction is limited to three applications, therefore the city can only put together applications 
for any three below. The city has been unsuccessful in recent years with this program noting that 
the city is currently in the process of finalizing the Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) 
which is planned to set the top projects in this program through the next eight years. The top 
priority expressed by the steering committee is reconstructing 43rd Avenue in Bismarck so 
getting a project in the city of Mandan in this application cycle looks unlikely. The plan is to 
apply for the projects outlined. 
 
1. Reconstruction of 8th Ave. NW from Old Red Trail to 27th St. NW. 
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The purpose of this project is to provide a viable alternate route to access new residential and 
commercial development as well as provide another route for the middle school traffic 
originating from the east to avoid the intersection of Sunset and Old Red Trail. The existing 
roadway is not a full width section and is badly deteriorated. This project has been applied for in 
the past. Estimate = $2 million. There are no federal funds for this now, but possibly would be in 
2024. 
2. Reconstruction of Old Red Trail from 40th Avenue (where the 2016 reconstruct project left 
off) to 56th Avenue. 
The purpose of this project is to address currently fair to poor pavement conditions with a long-
term solution while improving capacity by introducing turning lanes to newly developed areas 
and areas prime for new growth. This project has been applied for in the past. Estimate = $8.0M. 
 
3. 3rd Avenue NE from Main Street to 5th Street NE (part of the mid-town project).   
The purpose of this project is to reconstruct a segment of 3rd Avenue NE that is in fair to poor 
condition. The focus would be to improve the condition. Given the extent of the deterioration, a 
reconstruct is necessary. This project has been applied for in the past. Estimate = $2 million. 
There may be federal funds possibly available in 2024. 
 
Director Froseth said his recommendation for the URP would be to revise the dates in the items 
if the city determines revisions are needed and then to resubmit those.  The other segments are 
ideas that have been brought up in the past. Extension projects do not come in high priority.  
Federal funds are to go to correcting current systems that need it.   
 
Mayor Helbling commented on 8th Avenue NW to Old Red Trail that funds should be used for 
that project.  The adjacent property owners need to take care of that. There was never a street put 
in with the development so it should be spread to those property owners.  He believes that Third 
Street is more important than 8th Avenue.   
 
Director Froseth stated if we do not resubmit this one, it would be recommended that there 
would be a reconstruct of Division Street from Collins to Sunset.  It would be the 
recommendation to remove 8th Avenue Northwest and then an application can be created for 
Division fromto Collins to Sunset.  Commissioner Larson commented that the property owners 
in that area already have $15,000-$20,000 in specials from the new development.  There is traffic 
passing through Old Red Trail that continues on to the other development, outside city limits to 
the north.  Mayor Helbling clarified he was referring to a short stretch from 8th Avenue to Old 
Red Trail.   
 
Director Froseth brought up the MTP Study process in that there is a public input meeting for the 
public to look at all the priorities.  No official date has been set for that but it may be held the 2nd 
or 3rd week in January, 2020.  When that is announced he will put it out on the website.  That 
would be an opportunity for the public to comment on the segments that were selected and they 
will be priority ranked by that time.  
 
Mayor Helbling suggested of the three projects that are selected, two of them may be constructed 
before the City receives the money and it’s not clear how they will look at that if they are 
constructed and funded.  That one may have to be moved further down the list because two of 
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the three in that situation may be of concern.   Director Froseth said that the city has been able to 
submit every year with the MTP and that will be adopted early next year because the theory by 
that group is to get away from submitting every year and just lock in a handful of projects for 
future years.   
 
Mayor Helbling commented that the suggestion to bring Division Street in as one of the three 
projects is a good suggestion since it is a major thoroughfare through town.   
4. 3rd Street mill and overlay from 10th Avenue West to Memorial Highway. 
This segment of 3rd Street is currently in fair to good condition. However, in certain segments, it 
is showing signs of wear. Unlike the previous few projects listed, it is believed the city can 
address it with a timely mill and overlay project to get another ten plus years out of the life of the 
road sub-structure given that it is not excessively deteriorated. Estimate = $1.3 million. 
 
2024 Urban Regional Program.  
This is separate from the URP as it is the Urban Regional Program which is also under the 
umbrella of the TIP. These projects are eligible for more funding assistance since they are on 
routes that are part of the state highway network, in particular 1806 Mandan Avenue past the 
new sports complex up to 27th.  There are three funding phases because it is a very large project 
for a funding program.  The main street traffic signals are part of this plan and there is a new 
plan for signals and concrete replacement and repair of 6th Avenue SE from main street down to 
the sitting bull bridge river crossing for 2022.   
 
Director Froseth commented that the city has been very successful as of late with getting urban 
regional projects programmed in comparison to the urban roads program.  
 
Mayor Helbling commented that is a good recommendation with the limited amount of money 
available Mandan has received a fair share.  Sitting on the MPO he stated that there are other 
cities in line for projects.   
 
Urban Grant Program (UGP) Applications.  
The UGP was added to the toolbox in 2017.  In summary this program’s main intent is to fund 
transportation projects that include items that improve the vitality of downtown districts of cities. 
The program gets its roots in the Governor’s Main Street Initiative. Mandan’s Downtown 
Subarea Study, completed in 2018, identified a couple of projects in the core downtown area that 
fit under this program. The city has received commitments under that program for about $3 
million to improve and reallocate Main Street and to address the Avenues and 1st Street west of 
Collins. Those projects are to be constructed in 2020 and 2021 respectively. He recommended 
holding on this project for this year. Mayor Helbling agreed there are plenty of projects in 
process that it would he suggested slowing down.   
 
Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP).  
The HSIP has primarily been used for rural highway safety projects, so it has an afterthought 
compared to the previously mentioned programs. There are ideas in the Local Road Safety 
Program (LRSP) completed in 2015, many of which the city has already tapped into. Though not 
listed on the LRSP, the city intends to put together an application for Rapid Rectangular Flashing 
Beacons (RRFBs) in various locations throughout the city. Bismarck has been successful with 
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those as evidenced by the current TIP. It was recommended to put together an application for this 
project.   
 
Director Froseth recommended moving forward with the highlighted projects and the Division 
Street project instead of the 8th Avenue project.   
 
Commissioner Larson moved to support Engineering Staff’s intent to send applications for the 
projects listed above with the one change of 8th Street project to Division Street project. 
Commissioner Braun seconded the motion.  Roll call vote:  Commissioner Rohr: Yes; 
Commissioner Davis: Yes; Commissioner Larson:  Yes; Commissioner Braun:  Yes; Mayor 
Helbling: Yes.  The motion passed.   
 
4.          Discussion of a plaque in memory of Crawford Peltier. 
City Administrator Neubauer presented a request to place a memorial plaque for Crawford 
Peltier to be placed upon a city park bench. He said that Mr. Crawford passed away on 
November 6, 2019. For those of who do not recognize the name, Mr. Crawford would give the 
“Yee Haw” and get folks to honk while he sat on a bench on Sunset Drive while he gave a hearty 
wave. The city has received requests to honor Mr. Crawford by placing a plaque upon one of the 
benches in the area frequently occupied by Mr. Crawford along Sunset Drive. He reported that 
organizations are willing to assist in the design and funding of such a plaque. The action would 
be for the city to approve this. Mayor Helbling recommended cleaning up the area by installing a 
new bench and landing.  The Commission approved of the request as presented. 
 
I.         RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES 
1.        Consider approval of the second and final consideration of Ordinance1329 to amend and 
re-enact Section 18-1-7, Possession of Marijuana, and Section 18-1-8, Drug Paraphernalia 
(Marijuana).   Attorney Brown stated this is the second consideration and it brings the ordinance 
in line with state law.   Commissioner Larson moved to approve the second and final 
consideration of Ordinance1329 to amend and re-enact Section 18-1-7, Possession of Marijuana, 
and Section 18-1-8, Possession of Drug Paraphernalia (Marijuana). Commissioner Davis 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote:  Commissioner Rohr: Yes; Commissioner Davis: Yes; 
Commissioner Larson:  Yes; Commissioner Braun:  Yes; Mayor Helbling: Yes.  The motion 
passed.   
  
 
2.          Consider Resolution Authorizing Issuance of $352,967.18 Street Improvement District 
No. 207 Definitive Improvement Warrant.  Finance Director Welch provided a request to 
consider the Resolution Authorizing Issuance of $352,967.18 Street Improvement District No. 
207 Definitive Improvement Warrant. He said that the issuance of the Warrant is necessary to 
provide the City with financing for the new asphalt street construction on 8th Avenue NW north 
of 27th Street NW. Installation of an asphalt street and storm sewer occurred with this project. 
The construction was completed in 2017 and the project was assessed in 2018.  The city looked 
for financing and a proposal was received from Starion Bank to finance this project at interest 
rate of 3.29%. 
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Commissioner Davis moved to approve the Resolution Authorizing Issuance of $352,967.18 
Street Improvement District No. 207 Definitive Improvement Warrant. Commissioner Rohr 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote:  Commissioner Rohr: Yes; Commissioner Davis: Yes; 
Commissioner Larson:  Yes; Commissioner Braun:  Yes; Mayor Helbling: Yes.  The motion 
passed. 
 
3.            Consider Resolution Authorizing Issuance of $181,045.08 Street Improvement District 
No. 208 Definitive Improvement Warrant. 
Finance Director Welch presented a request to consider the Resolution Authorizing Issuance of 
$181,045.08 Street Improvement District No. 208 Definitive Improvement Warrant. He said the 
issuance of the Warrant is necessary to provide the City with financing for the street  
construction on McKenzie Drive SE from Bismarck Expressway to 46th Avenue SE. Installation 
of new curb and gutter, street pavement, storm sewer, street lights and shared use path occurred 
with this project. The construction was completed in 2018 and the project was assessed in 2018.  
A proposal from Starion Bank was received to provide financing for this project at an interest 
rate of 3.05%. 
 
Commissioner Braun moved to approve the Resolution Authorizing Issuance of $181,045.08 
Street Improvement District No. 208 Definitive Improvement Warrant. Commissioner Davis 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote:  Commissioner Rohr: Yes; Commissioner Davis: Yes; 
Commissioner Larson:  Yes; Commissioner Braun:  Yes; Mayor Helbling: Yes.  The motion 
passed. 
 
4.            Consider Resolution Authorizing Issuance of $225,623.11 Street Improvement District 
No. 211 Definitive Improvement Warrant.  Finance Director Welch presented a request to 
consider the Resolution Authorizing Issuance of $225,623.11 Street Improvement District No. 
211 Definitive Improvement Warrant. He said that the issuance of the Warrant is necessary to 
provide the City with financing for the new asphalt street construction on Amari Loop NW. The 
project consisted of installation of new curb and gutter, asphalt pavement, storm sewer, street 
lights, and chip seal occurred with this project. The construction was completed in 2019 and the 
project was assessed in 2019.  A proposal from Starion Bank was received to provide financing 
for this project at interest rate of 3.34%. 
 
Commissioner Braun moved to approve the Resolution Authorizing Issuance of $225,623.11 
Street Improvement District No. 211 Definitive Improvement Warrant. Commissioner Rohr 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote:  Commissioner Rohr: Yes; Commissioner Davis: Yes; 
Commissioner Larson:  Yes; Commissioner Braun:  Yes; Mayor Helbling: Yes.  The motion 
passed. 
 
5.             Consider Joint Resolution between Morton Mandan Public Library (MMPL) & City of 
Mandan related to improvements to the MMPL and Downtown Parks. City Administrator 
Neubauer presented a request to consider a joint resolution between the Morton Mandan Public 
Library (MMPL) and the City of Mandan (City) to authorize the North Dakota Community 
Foundation (NDCF) to pay invoices related to the MMPL & Downtown Parks project. 
He reported that Energy Transfer has donated $3 million to the City of Mandan for making 
improvements to the MMPL and Downtown Parks. The funds have been deposited in the MMPL 
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building fund that was in existence with the NDCF. In order to access these funds this Joint 
Resolution authorizes the City to authorize the NDCF to pay invoices direct to the vendors.  This 
has been reviewed by Attorney Brown and the NDCF in conjunction with Library Director 
Jackie Hawes.  He explained that the process will be to have the MMPL consider approval of 
payments made for library related issues and then to the City for its consideration for approval 
before submitting an invoice to NDCF for payment. Items related to the Downtown Parks would 
simply be presented to the City for authorization to NDCF for payment to vendors. It would 
require City Commission approval.  
Commissioner Rohr moved to approve the Joint Resolution between the Morton Mandan Public 
Library (MMPL) & City of Mandan related to improvements to the MMPL and Downtown 
Parks. Commissioner Davis seconded the motion.  Commissioner Larson commented that her 
employer is one of the vendors working on this project.  Mayor Helbling did not believe that 
would qualify for Commissioner Larson as being exempt to vote on this matter.   
 
Roll call vote:  Commissioner Rohr: Yes; Commissioner Davis: Yes; Commissioner Larson:  
Yes; Commissioner Braun:  Yes; Mayor Helbling: Yes.  The motion passed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
J.         OTHER BUSINESS: 
(1)       Mayor Helbling extended a thank you to all the contestants that participated in the 
Business Pitch Challenge last week along with a thank you to Director Huber and the Chamber 
of Commerce. 
(2)        Small Business Saturday is scheduled for November 30, 2019.  
(3)        Santa’s Arrival is on November 30, 2019.   
  
K.       ADJOURNMENT: 
There being no other business to come before the Board, Commissioner Braun motioned to 
adjourn the meeting at 6:42 pm.  Commissioner Davis seconded the motion.  The motion 
received unanimous approval of the members present.   
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James Neubauer 
City Administrator 
 

 Tim Helbling, Mayor 
Board of City Commissioners 

 


