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The Mandan City Commission met in regular session at 5:30 p.m. on February 5, 2019 in 

the Ed “Bosh” Froehlich Room at City Hall, Mandan, North Dakota.  In the absence of Mayor 
Helbling Acting Chairman Rohr called the meeting to order.   
 
A.       ROLL CALL:  
1.        Roll Call of All City Commissioners.  Present were Commissioners Braun, Davis, Larson 
and Rohr. Department Heads present were Finance Director Welch, City Administrator 
Neubauer, Fire Chief Nardello, Building Official Ouradnik, Business Development and 
Communications Director Huber, Planning & Engineering Director Froseth, Planner Van Dyke, 
Assessor Markley, Police Chief Ziegler and City Attorney Brown.  Absent:  Mayor Helbling and 
Director of Public Works Bitz. 
 
B. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:   
Commissioner Braun moved to approve the Agenda.  Commissioner Larsen seconded the 
motion.  The motion received unanimous approval of the members present. The motion passed. 
 
C. MINUTES: 
1.         Consider approval of the minutes from the January 22, 2019 Board of City Commission 
Regular Meeting. Commissioner Braun moved to approve the minutes as presented.   
Commissioner Davis seconded the motion.  Roll call vote:  Commissioner Rohr: Yes; 
Commissioner Davis: Yes.  Commissioner Larson:  Yes; Commissioner Braun:  Yes; Mayor 
Helbling:  Absent.  The motion passed. 
 
D.         PUBLIC HEARING:   
1.          Conduct a Public Hearing to consider an appeal of the MARC decision on a mural at 
Many Visions located at 100 Second Ave NW.  Building Official Ouradnik reported that Bobby 
Cochran, the individual who filed the appeal, is not able to be present at this meeting.  Mr. 
Cochran requested this matter be tabled until a later time. Acting Chairman Rohr stated that it 
would be important for the individual involved with this matter to be present.   
 
Commissioner Braun motioned to table this matter until the next meeting.  Commissioner Davis 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote:  Commissioner Rohr: Yes; Commissioner Davis: Yes; 
Commissioner Larson:  Yes; Commissioner Braun:  Yes; Mayor Helbling:  Absent.  The motion 
passed. 
 
F.         CONSENT AGENDA 
1.         Consider approval of a charity raffle permit for the Mandan Soccer Club at the Mandan 
Soccer Complex for 6-3-19 to 6-28-2019. 
3.         Consider approval of the moving of liquor licenses for Edgar Oliveira.  Moving Class A 
at Station West to Mandan Depot Bier Hall and move Class E from Mandan Depot Bier Hall to 
Station West. 
4.         Consider approval of a transfer of a Class D-1 Beer License due to 
ownership/acquisition of Missouri Valley Petroleum d/b/a Southside Amoco. 
5.         Consider setting a bid opening deadline for 2019 Street Improvement District projects by 
special assessment method.  
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6.         Consider amendment to the Police Department’s 2019 budget to allow a change to the 
Animal Control Officer position from full-time 30 hours per week to full-time 40 hours per week. 
7.         Consider a variance to our noise ordinance to allow for certain overnight construction 
activities related to the I-94 Resurfacing project.  
8.         Consider amendment to Municipal Street Lighting and Equipment Rental Agreement with 
Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. 
 
Commissioner Larson requested Consent Item No. 2 be removed for discussion.   Commissioner 
Larson moved to approve the Consent Agenda items 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 as presented.  
Commissioner Braun seconded the motion.  Roll call vote:  Commissioner Rohr: Yes; 
Commissioner Davis: Yes; Commissioner Larson:  Yes; Commissioner Braun:  Yes; Mayor 
Helbling:  Absent.  The motion passed. 
 
2.           Removed for Discussion: Consider abatements:  (i) Abatement for 304 10th Avenue NE 
Clooski Properties, LLP.  Commissioner Larson inquired on the sub one, it said the property was 
not offered for sale on the open market.  They did have a separate appraisal company but it was 
not an open market sale.  She inquired if the comps aligned with the adjustment in value?  
Assessor Markley replied that the appraisal was reviewed in depth and personally viewed the 
property.  She also said she discussed it with the owner and explained that the adjustments were 
needed.  (ii) Abatement for 3202 Bay Shore Bend SE James T & Lauretta H Taylor.  
Commissioner Larsen inquired where the rate on this property came from.  Assessor Markley 
replied that they can have up to $160,000 which is the max that they can get exempted out for a 
blind exemption.   
 
Commissioner Larson moved to approve the Consent Agenda item No. 2 as presented.  
Commissioner Braun seconded the motion.  Roll call vote:  Commissioner Rohr: Yes; 
Commissioner Davis: Yes; Commissioner Larson:  Yes; Commissioner Braun:  Yes; Mayor 
Helbling:  Absent.  The motion passed. 
 
G.       OLD BUSINESS: 
 
H.       NEW BUSINESS: 
1.        Consider proclaiming Mandan a Main Street community. 
Vice President Rohr presented for consideration a Proclamation for the City of Mandan to be a 
Main Street community in order to formally join the Governor’s Main Street Initiative. The City 
of Mandan hosted a Governor’s Main Street visit in May 2018. The Governor’s Office and the 
ND Department of Commerce have been encouraging cities to make a formal commitment to 
affirm support for and strive toward the principles of the Main Street Initiative. The Commerce 
Department Community Engagement Manager Emily Brown reported that 16 communities have 
adopted proclamations.   
 
Emily Brown, ND Department of Commerce, provided the following additional comments about 
the proclamation: 
     • It does not commit your community to anything.  It is an informal commitment to improving 
local quality of life and pursuing a strong future. 
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     • This Proclamation can help guide future policy decisions at the local level and can also build 
momentum within community improvement projects and other efforts. 
     • It is also a show of support statewide for the types of programming, partnerships, and ideas 
related to Main Street Initiative. 
 
Business Development and Communications Director Huber recommended approval of the 
Proclamation as proposed.  She was available to answer questions.   
 
Commissioner Davis commented that this Proclamation aligns with what the City of Mandan has 
been working on related to the Main Street Initiative.  He stated that he believes this is a good 
move for the City of Mandan.   
 
Commissioner Davis moved to approve the Main Street ND Proclamation for the City of 
Mandan. Commissioner Braun seconded the motion.  Roll call vote:  Commissioner Rohr: Yes; 
Commissioner Davis: Yes; Commissioner Larson:  Yes; Commissioner Braun:  Yes; Mayor 
Helbling:  Absent.  The motion passed. 
 
2.        2019 Legislative Update 
Administrator Neubauer presented a handout of the 2019 Legislative Bills pertinent to the City of 
Mandan.  He explained that this report is informational only and it is updated on a daily basis. 
The bills of interest include the Prairie Dog Bill and that has not come out of committee yet.  Bill 
1375 is the one addressing requirements for declaring party affiliation.  There was a lot of 
opposition to that bill.  Bill 1379 would move the budgeting process up to be done by July 10th.  
This would become cumbersome process.  Bill 1431 is the one that would carve out the City of 
Mandan from the SW Water Authority.  Mandan has its own water plant.  Bill 1474 would allow 
cities and counties to ask city residents to set a street maintenance fee to be utilized from taxes in 
lieu of special assessments.  That is still in committee. Bill 2189 is the Board of Equalization 
meeting date change. Bill 2213 would make the Southwest Water Authority levy permanent and 
the City of Mandan is in opposition to that.  He said that as the time approaches the crossover 
and bills get defeated, those bills will be eliminated from this report. However, sometimes bills 
might make it back after going through the other side.   
 
Attorney Brown referred to Bill 2238.  He said this is a bill that would give the City of Mandan 
or any other political sub division - who wanted to use eminent domain for acquiring a street 
right of way (example); Mandan would have to get the approval of Morton County.  He reported 
that he has visited with Senator Cook via email about the reason for this bill and Senator Cook 
thought it had something to do with a jurisdictional dispute with some water district in another 
part of the state.  In his opinion, he does not see any reason why Morton County would want to 
approve or disapprove, something the City is doing within the City limits.  He said that he will 
provide updates as they become available. 
 
(Regarding Bill 1375)  Commissioner Larson commented that she believes it is important that 
the no-political connection at the local (government) level that has been presented, that it remain 
non-partisan.  
 
I.        RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES 



City of Mandan – Board of City Commissioners 
Minutes of February 5, 2019 

Page 4 of 4 
 
J.        OTHER BUSINESS   
 
K.       ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further actions to come before the Board of City Commissioners, Commissioner 
Braun moved to adjourn the meeting at 5:30 p.m.  Commissioner Larson seconded the motion.  
The motion received unanimous approval of the members present. The motion passed. 
 
 
 
 
s/s James Neubauer  s/s Tim Helbling 
James Neubauer 
City Administrator 
 

 Tim Helbling  
President, Board of City Commissioners 
 

 
 


