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Agenda
1. Ordinance structure
2. Access Management
3. ROW and street widths
4. Park Dedication
5. Landscaping
6. Getting the word out
7. Next Steps



Ordinance Structure



Old v. New Table of Contents
• Consolidated Chapters 101 

and 105
• Organized all sections 

related to administration and 
applications at the beginning 
of the chapter

• General Provisions – apply 
without regard to zoning 
district

• Zoning District Regulations
• Specific Use Standards

Ordinance 
Structure



Access Management



Manage vehicular access to major roads

• Establishes minimum spacing / maximum number of access points depending on road type
• Primary = full movement intersections
• Secondary = small streets and commercial driveways

Access
Management



Major Changes:
• Added pavement (curb to curb) width column
• Balance need for smooth traffic flow with designing for safer speeds
• Increased ROW for arterials
• Decreased ROW widths for collectors and local streets

ROW Width



Park 
Dedication New Policy Focused on Land Dedication

• Generally: 5% of the land area of a new development must 
be dedicated in land 
• 7% in higher density residential developments
• Includes commercial and industrial 
• Park board review of all lands to be dedicated

• Exceptions that would allow for a fee in lieu of land dedication
• Land not of sufficient size to be usable for a park
• Location is not suitable for a park
• Determination by Park Board or Planning Commission
• Fee based on percentage of assessed value of land being developed 

(same percent as land dedication required)



New Comprehensive RegulationsLandscaping

• Applicability, intensity, 
standards based on 
context and setting:
o New, converted, redeveloped, 

and additions to multifamily 
residential (<4 units), 
commercial, industrial, and 
institutional uses. 

o New and expanded parking lots.
o Conditional uses.

• Provides flexibility for staff to 
allow modifications without 
needing Board/ 
Commission approval.

• Establishes Citywide stand
ards for:
o Street trees
o Visual perimeter buffering 

between lot zoned differently
o Parking areas

 Screening
 Interior parking lot

o Foundation landscaping
o Open space and yards
o Other screening



Single to 4-Unit Residential Landscaping

Requirements
Street Tree 
• 1 for every 40’ of lot frontage
• Placed in boulevard between 

sidewalk and back of curb
• If more than 1, up to 50% may be 

placed within the yard.

Yard and Open Space
• At a minimum must be landscaped 

and include ground cover 
• Grasses
• Preserved existing Natural 

vegetation
• Perennials
• Mulch
• Rock
• Gravel*

Whenever a new redeveloped 
non-residential primary use is 

located next to Single to 4-Unit 
Residential, then requirements 
for all other landscape areas 

shall apply

Street Trees

Interior Parking

Perimeter Buffer

Parking Perimeter

Foundation Planting



Multi-unit Residential, Commercial, Industrial, 
Institutional + Parking Lots & OthersLandscaping

Perimeter Buffer Standards

• Utilize a graduated approach that is scaled to establish 
appropriate screen and buffering based on the severity of 
different uses.

• Plant Opacities establish visible vs opaque outcome of 
plant material at full maturity year-round.

• Opacity standards also detail minimum mix of 
evergreen trees and shrubs.

• Buffers not typically needed for different uses in the same 
zoning district

• Exception Institutional in Residential (1-unit to 4 or 
less)



Multi-unit Residential, Commercial, Industrial, 
Institutional + Parking Lots & OthersLandscaping

Interior and Perimeter Vehicle Parking Areas

Provides:
o Pervious surfaces for stormwater infiltration
o Trees to reduce heat island effect
o Improved community aesthetics and character 
o One 8’ x 17’ area is required for every 10 vehicle 

stalls

Perimeter Parking Lot Screening 

Provides:
• 3’ tall continuous shrubs along the outside of the parking 

area when adjacent to a residential use or public right of 
way. 

• Breaks in this screening permitted when pedestrian and 
automotive cross access facilities are provided
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