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The Mandan City Commission met in regular session at 5:30 p.m. on January 3, 2017 in 

the Ed “Bosh” Froehlich Room at City Hall, Mandan, North Dakota.  Commissioners present 

were Helbling, Rohr, and Davis.  Department Heads present were Finance Director Welch, 

Deputy Police Chief Leingang, City Attorney Brown, City Administrator Neubauer, Director of 

Public Works Wright, Fire Chief Nardello, Business Development and Communications Director 

Huber, Planning & Engineering Director Froseth, Principal Planner Decker, Deputy Assessor 

Railsback, and Building Official Lalim. Absent: Commissioners Laber and Braun, Police Chief 

Ziegler, and Assessor Shaw. 

 

B. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:   

 

C. MINUTES: 

1.         Consider approval of the following Board of City Commission meetings: December 13, 

2016, Regular Meeting (Rescheduled from December 6, 2016) and December 20, 2016, Regular 

Meeting. Commissioner Rohr moved to approve the minutes as presented.  Commissioner Davis 

seconded the motion.  Roll call vote:  Commissioner Rohr: Yes; Commissioner Davis: Yes; 

Commissioner Laber:  Absent; Commissioner Braun:  Absent; Commissioner Helbling:  Yes.  

The motion passed. 

 

D.         PUBLIC HEARING:   

 

E.         BIDS:   

 

F.         CONSENT AGENDA 

1.          Consider approval of Cost Participation and Maintenance (CPM) Agreement with 

NDDOT for signs project. 

2.          Consider approval of Preliminary Engineering Reimbursement (PER) Agreement with 

NDDOT for Main Street Signals project. 

3.          Consider approval of the following Corrections to 2016 True & Full Value abatements: 

(i) Leo Snider; (ii) Kent & Gail Jacobson. 

4.          Consider approval of the following PD out of state training requests: (i) Det. Matthew 

Graves – Fire Investigation training in Emmitsburg, MD and Lt. Pat Haug – Improving Criminal 

Justice Response (Domestic Violence) orientation in Alexandria, VA Jan. 24-26, 2017.  Both 

programs are federally reimbursable.   

5.          Consider approval for reimbursement money from the ND Department of Emergency 

Services (NDDES), which has been paid to the City of Mandan, be added back into the Fire 

Department’s 2016 budget. 

 

Commissioner Davis moved to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  Commissioner Rohr 

seconded the motion.  Roll call vote:  Commissioner Rohr: Yes; Commissioner Davis: Yes; 

Commissioner Laber:  Absent; Commissioner Braun:  Absent; Commissioner Helbling:  Yes.  

The motion passed. 

 

G.         OLD BUSINESS: 
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H.         NEW BUSINESS: 

1.          Consider Mandan Growth Fund (MGF) Committee appointments.   

Business Development & Communications Director Huber presented for consideration two 

appointments to the Mandan Growth Fund Committee.  The MGF Committee is a nine-member 

committee that considers requests for economic development incentives. The committee makes 

recommendations to the City Commission related to applications for assistance to businesses 

desiring to expand or locate in the Mandan area.  

 

There are two positions open for consideration with the following preferences: one representative 

of the Memorial Highway/east Mandan area, and one representative from the community and 

both terms are for three (3) years.  The criteria for MGF Committee members are that they may 

be representatives of the Mandan business community through ownership or employment with a 

Mandan business or Mandan residents. Letters of interest were advertised on October 13, 2016, 

via a news release with a requested deadline for responses of November 1, 
 
2016, or until 

positions are filled. The members whose terms are expiring include Jeremy Bauer (1st term) and 

Curtis Patzell (1st term). The different City committees have various term limitations.  

 

The MGF Committee met on December 22, 2016 to consider letters of interests received from 

Jeremy Bauer, Susan Beehler and Curtis Patzell.   After review of the letters  and interviews of 

the applicants the Committee recommended the re-appointments of Jeremy Bauer and Curtis 

Patzell to second terms for three years, from January 1, 2017 through December 31, 2019.   

 

Commissioner Rohr moved to approve the re-appointments to the Mandan Growth Fund 

Committee of Jeremy Bauer and Curtis Patzell to second terms of three years, from January 1, 

2017 through December 31, 2019.  Commissioner Davis seconded the motion.  Roll call vote:  

Commissioner Rohr: Yes; Commissioner Davis: Yes; Commissioner Laber:  Absent 

Commissioner Braun:  Absent; Commissioner Helbling:  Yes.  The motion passed. 

 

I.          RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES: 

 

J.          OTHER BUSINESS 

1.         Consider declaring a state of emergency to include costs and damages from severe storm 

activity to limit the hardships and impact of this emergency upon the citizens of the City of 

Mandan.  Director of Public Works Wright reported that the snow removal efforts have been 

overwhelming over the last month.  He requested that an emergency declaration be declared to 

assist the Public Works Department with any funding that may become available through the 

state or federal agencies to help defray the enormous costs.  He also provided an update of the 

activities that have transpired during the last few weeks along with a plan for upcoming street 

snow removal.  Regarding the 2016 snow removal budget, to date invoices have come in at just 

under $80,000 from private contractors helping with the snow removal.  With the additional 

contractors the city crews can spend more time in residential areas doing clean up in a timely 

manner.  The City is a little over $21,000 in the red in the snow removal budget category. Most 

of that is overtime, including 1,200 hours that were logged in December. Street Department 

crews have been averaging 65+ hours a week with only approximately 4 days off in the last 

month or so.  The other expense is the snow hauling from private contractors which is about a 

$13,000 deficit to date.  The additional expenses will be reviewed with Finance Director Welch 
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with plans to amend the budget.  Additional maintenance and supplies include cutting edges and 

chains for the equipment which have been required with these snowstorms.  Those are over and 

above the budget.  There is one loader inoperable at the present time and we are waiting for an 

estimate of that repair.   

 

Mayor Helbling stated that the private contractors were hired at the onset of the first storms in 

December.  We didn’t wait until the emergency declaration was made. Trucks, loaders and snow 

blowers amounting to at least 20 pieces of equipment are running at various times.  A thank you 

was extended to the Public Works Department for the work done thus far on snow removal.  

 

Director Wright also thanked the other City departments for helping out. He indicated that the 

next step is to haul snow out from the residential streets and remove snow piles from 

intersections so that traffic can be seen better.  Discussion ensued regarding places to put the 

snow; as well as the spring thaw with run off being something that should be considered.  

Director Wright explained the snow route priorities and how they are mapped out.  The 

sidewalks remain to be an issue and are difficult to get to until the residential areas are opened 

up.  Residents were encouraged to clean sidewalks where and when possible.  Fire hydrants 

should also be cleared out by residents if possible.   

 

Commissioner Davis moved that the City of Mandan declare a state of emergency due to the 

snow storms and blizzard conditions that occurred on November 29, 2016, December 5, 2016, 

December 25, 2016 and January 2, 2017, to include costs and damages from severe storm 

activity to limit the hardships and impact of this emergency upon the citizens of the City of 

Mandan.  Commissioner Rohr seconded the motion.  Roll call vote:  Commissioner Rohr: Yes; 

Commissioner Davis: Yes; Commissioner Laber:  Absent; Commissioner Braun:  Absent; 

Commissioner Helbling:  Yes.  The motion passed. 

 

K.         ADJOURNMENT: 

There being no further actions to come before the Board of City Commissioners, Commissioner 

Rohr moved to adjourn the meeting at 5:50 p.m.  Commissioner Davis seconded the motion.  

The motion received unanimous approval of the members present. The motion passed. 

 

/s/ James Neubauer  /s/ Tim Helbling 

James Neubauer 

City Administrator 

 

 Tim Helbling 

President, Board of City Commissioners 

 

 

 


