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October meetings
City Commission, Oct. 6 and 20, 
5:30 p.m., City Hall

School Board, Oct. 5 and 19,  
5:30 p.m., City Hall

Park Board, Oct. 12, 4:30 p.m., City 
Hall

County Commission, Oct. 8 and 
27, 5:30 p.m., Morton County 
Courthouse

City Planning and Zoning 
Commission, Oct. 26, 5:15 p.m., 
City Hall

Movie in the Park, Oct. 2
Grab your blankets and popcorn 
and join the Mandan Park District 
for a movie under the stars at the 
Mandan Memorial Ballpark on 
Friday, Oct. 2 at 8 p.m.

This year’s film is “When the Game 
Stands Tall.” The 2014 sports drama 
is about a high school football team 
that held a record-setting 151-game 
winning streak from 1992 to 2003.

For more information, visit  
www.mandanparks.com or call  
751-6161.

“Fuel for the Finish” run
The N.D. Cattlewomen will 
host its Fourth Annual “Beefin’ 
It Up - Fuel for the Finish” 5K 
and 10K run and walk Oct. 3 
at the Post, located 2.5 miles 
south of Mandan on Highway 
1806. The event kicks off at 9:30 
a.m. and is open to the public. 
Proceeds will help purchase 
educational books regarding beef 
and agriculture for elementary 
schools across the state. For more 
information, visit www.facebook.
com/BeefinItUpFuelForTheFinish.

Budget proposal decreases property tax rate
The City’s proposed 
2016 budget calls for 
a decrease in the 2015 
property tax rate for 
city services of nearly 
9 mills, dropping 
to almost 66 mills. 
The property tax rate 
decrease will offset 
the average residential 
property valuation 
increase of 14 percent. 
The City Commission 
will make its second 
and final consideration 
of the proposed budget 
at a Sept. 15 meeting beginning at 5:30 p.m. A public hearing is scheduled for 6 p.m.
The City’s Budget and Finance Committee is recommending a contribution of $4,571,405 
from property tax revenue toward a total city budget of $30.7 million. Property tax 
revenue is budgeted $269,463 higher with much of the additional revenue stemming 
from new construction entering the tax rolls and expired exemptions in 2015.
Sales tax buy-down. The City remains focused on lowering property taxes by fostering 
retail business growth. The budget committee’s recommendation for 2016 is to contribute 
a larger share of projected sales tax revenue to property tax buy-down, 62 percent as 
compared to the policy of 50 percent adopted in 2013 and contributions of 40 percent in 
2012 and years prior. The total sales tax contribution to the general fund budget for 2016 
is pegged at $1,613,950. Without it, the mill levy would need to be 23.3 mills higher.
Lowering mills to offset value increases. The taxable valuation of Mandan property is 
estimated at $69 million in 2015, up from $57 million in 2014. There was a 17 percent 
increase in the total value of residential property, with an average increase for existing 
homes of 14 percent. The increase to the total value of commercial property was 35 
percent with the average increase to existing commercial property at 20 percent.
Water, sewer and garbage rates pending. Water and sewer utility fund base rates will be 
considered later in the year once city officials can better determine the potential cost 
share from the N.D. Water Commission for water treatment plant improvement projects.
The solid waste utility fund, which covers residential garbage hauling and overall 
landfill services, will see a base rate increase of $0.85 per month per family living unit. 
The implementation of residential single-sort recycling services will cost a minimum 
of $5.50 per month per home. The total residential base rate increase for solid waste 
services will amount to $6.35 per month per family living unit or about $76 for the year. 
For more information, contact the Finance Department at  
667-3213. The full budget document will be posted online at  
www.cityofmandan.com.
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NEW & EXPANDING 
MANDAN BUSINESSES
New
• Allstate Insurance 

211 W Main St, Ste B

• G & K Self Service Garage 
800 W Main

• Krystal Nails & Spa 
305 E Main St

Upcoming
• Dickey’s BBQ 

Memorial Square Shopping 
Center

• Event Motorway 
4018 E Memorial Highway

• Icon Architectural Group 
100 Collins Ave

• Krystal Nails & Spa 
Memorial Square Shopping 
Center

Hunting prohibited in city limits
The Mandan Police Department reminds residents it is illegal to hunt within city limits. 
Hunting is dangerous in populated areas. Because a person does not have absolute control 
over the path an arrow or bullet travels, discharging a weapon increases the risk of harm to 
others greatly. Such negligence can lead to criminal prosecution. It is unlawful to discharge 
a firearm within city limits, unless in self-defense. Unlawful discharge of a firearm is a class 
B misdemeanor punishable by up to 30 days in jail and a $1,000 fine.
Those hunting in Morton County should also be aware of the following laws:
• Hunting on posted land without permission from the owner or tenant is illegal and 

punishable by suspension of hunting, fishing and trapping privileges for a period of at 
least one year.

• It is illegal to hunt within one quarter mile of any occupied building without the 
consent of the person occupying the building.

 For more information, contact the Mandan Police Department at 667-3250.

City narrows candidates for Police Chief opening
The City of Mandan is currently evaluating the final five candidates for the position of 
Chief of Police. Police Chief Dennis Bullinger will retire in December. The goal is to have a 
new police chief hired by Nov. 1. 
The City received 17 applications for the position. After careful review, a hiring committee 
narrowed the applicant pool down to five candidates. The City will perform background 
checks and, in turn, schedule initial interviews with candidates. Final interviews and 
applicable testing will follow.

City Commission approves curbside recycling
The Mandan City Commission at its Aug. 18 meeting voted 
5 to 0 to approve a residential curbside, single-sort recycling 
program. The target implementation date is Jan. 1, 2016. 
The City is considering a bid proposal from the lowest 
bidder, Dakota Sanitation, and reviewing contract options, 
including the use of the Mandan transfer station to compact 
materials into boxes before hauling to a recycling center in 
Minnesota. A plan to hire and enter into a contract will be 
presented to the City Commission in September.
Residential curbside, single-sort recycling costs include a 
96-gallon tote and pick-up every other week. The service will be provided to single and 
multi-family units with individual recycling containers. Options for apartment complexes 
and condominiums may also be considered if enough interest is generated. Potential costs 
range from $5.50/month/unit to $7.25/month/unit, dependent upon selected contract 
options. The recycling cost will be added to utility bills. There will be no opt-out option for 
residents to increase participation, which, in turn, will minimize the rate for all and help 
achieve the maximum reduction on garbage hauling and landfill costs.
More information about allowed recyclables, delivery of totes and other aspects of the 
program will be posted at www.cityofmandan.com/recycle and shared in this newsletter as it 
becomes available. Details are forthcoming. Meanwhile, if you have questions, please call 
the Public WorksDepartment (701) 667-3241. 
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Take in Fire Prevention Week activities in October
The Mandan Fire Department will promote fire prevention and 
safety during Fire Prevention Week in October. The week kicks off 
with the “Through the Smoke” 5K and 10K run and 5K walk Oct. 
3 at Raging Rivers Water Park. Registration is at 8 a.m. The race 
begins at 9 a.m. Proceeds will help purchase exercise equipment for 
the Mandan fire stations. The remainder will be donated to the Red 
Cross. For more information or to register, visit www.racemine.com 
and search for “Through the Smoke.”
The Fire Department will also host a fire truck parade and open 
house on Oct. 13. The parade begins at 6 p.m. at the Mandan Rural Fire Station. The parade 
will start at 3014 34th Street NW and proceed down Old Red Trail to 6th Avenue NW. It 
will continue on Main Street, turn at 6th Avenue NE and continue down 1st Street to the 
fire station. An open house will follow at Mandan Fire Station #1 at 110 Collins Avenue at 
7 p.m. The event includes fire truck rides, an automobile extraction demonstration and a 
variety of exhibits. 
Firefighters will also visit classrooms throughout the community during the months of 
September and October to teach children about fire prevention and fire safety. 

Business reps invited to ‘Talk of the Town’ Oct. 14 
The Mandan Tomorrow - Economic Opportunity and Prosperity (EOP) Committee is 
hosting its second annual “Talk of the Town” forum Oct. 14 to give local business people 
a chance to visit with Mandan’s elected officials about community opportunities and 
challenges related to the city’s business environment.
During the “town hall” style event, Mandan Mayor Arlyn Van Beek, Mandan Park Board 
President Jason Arenz and Mandan School Board President Tim Rector will be available to 
answer questions about Mandan’s progress, ongoing projects and future initiatives. 

The event runs from 6 to 8 p.m. at 
the Comfort Inn and Suites. Advance 
registration is requested by Oct. 12. To 
register visit www.cityofmandan.com/register 
or call 667-3478.

Sales tax increase for sports complex effective Oct. 1
As approved by voters in the June election, a three-quarters (0.75) percent city sales tax will 
be in effect beginning Oct. 1, 2015. The additional tax revenue will help fund a $22 million 
Parks and Recreation initiative. The new sales tax will be in addition to the City’s current 
1 percent sales tax, making the City’s total sales tax 1.75 percent. The Office of the State 
Tax Commissioner is administering the tax. Business persons having questions can e-mail 
salestax@nd.gov or call (701) 328-1246.

FORT ABRAHAM 
LINCOLN STATE PARK 
HOSTS HAUNTED FORT, 
KIDS BASH 
Fort Abraham Lincoln State 
Park invites thrill seekers to a 
night of scares! The Haunted 
Fort opens on Oct. 9 and will 
operate Fridays and Saturdays 
from 7:30 to 11 p.m. throughout 
October. Embrace your fears as 
you walk through three haunted 
houses, including the historical 
Custer House. 

General admission tickets are 
$15 and will be available at the 
gate. Advance tickets can be 
purchased online at  
www.hauntedfort.com. Skip 
the line VIP tickets are also 
available for $40. 

The park will also host Kids 
Bash on Oct. 25 from 12 - 5 
p.m. Admission is $5 per child. 
Parents and guardians can 
attend free of charge.

Fort Abraham Lincoln State 
Park is located 7 miles south of 
Mandan on Highway 1806. For 
more information about these 
events call 667-6340.

“Talk of the Town” is the second in a 
series of business outreach sessions offered 
in 2015. The first session, held in April, 
focused on commercial development and 
business location opportunities. The third 
session, “Business Start-Up 101” for aspiring 
entrepreneurs is planned for Nov. 18.

Mayor  
Arlyn Van Beek

Park Board 
President 

Jason Arenz

School Board 
President 

Tim Rector
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City Contacts
Mandan City Hall
205 Second Avenue NW
Phone 701-667-3215
Fax 701-667-3223
www.cityofmandan.com

Mandan City Commission
Mayor Arlyn Van Beek
Mike Braun
Shauna Laber
Dennis Rohr
Sandy Tibke

City Departments
Administration  .............. 667-3215
Airport Authority  ........... 663-0669
Assessing ..................... 667-3232
Building Inspection ....... 667-3230
Business Development 
& Communications ....... 667-3485
Cemetery ...................... 667-6044
Engineering, Planning
& Zoning ....................... 667-3225
Finance ......................... 667-3213
Fire  .............................. 667-3288
Human Resources ........ 667-3217
Landfill .......................... 667-0184
Library ........................... 667-5365
Municipal Court ............. 667-3270
Police ............................ 667-3250
Public Works ................. 667-3240
Special
Assessments ................ 667-3271
Utility Billing .................. 667-3219
Waste Water
Treatment ..................... 667-3278
Water Treatment ........... 667-3275

Receive E-mail Notices
Sign up to receive notice of city 
meetings and news  in the 
“E-mail Updates” section of www.
cityofmandan.com. Meeting dates 
and agendas are available.

 
QUESTION OF THE MONTH

How evident is 
community pride in 
Mandan?
Visit www.cityofmandan.com by 
Sept. 25 to respond.

Majority of respondents prefer e-mails from businesses
August’s online poll asked, “How do you prefer to receive communications from local 
businesses?” A total of 57 respondents, 47 percent preferred communications via e-mail, 17 
percent by postal mail, 19 percent through social media and 4 percent via text messaging. 
None of the respondents indicated a preference in receiving communications over the phone. 

ONLINE POLL RESULTS

How does Mandan   
measure up to attributes  
of successful communities?
Researchers from the Heartland Center for 
Leadership Development say a community 
culture that supports economic, civil and social 
entrepreneurship as a development strategy will 
do well. They report that the following attributes 
are usually present in successful communities.  

Over the next one to two years, citizens will have an opportunity to provide input on 
how Mandan rates with regard to these traits through the City’s monthly poll at www.
cityofmandan.com. This month’s poll question focuses on evidence of community pride. 
Characteristics include well kept public and private facilities, including buildings, parks, 
gardens and lawns. Another indicator is support of community and private festivals 
celebrating history and heritage. Future poll questions will address other attributes.

1. Evidence of community pride
2. Emphasis on quality in business and 

community life
3. Willingness to invest in the future
4. Participatory approach to community 

decision making
5. Cooperative community development
6. Realistic appraisal of future 

opportunities
7. Awareness of competitve positioning
8. Knowledge of physical environment
9. Creatively build new economic 

opportunities
10. Deliberate transition of power to a new 

or younger generation of leaders
11. Acceptance of women in leadership 

positions

12. Strong belief in and support of education
13. Problem-solving approach to providing 

healthcare
14. Strong multi-generational family 

orientation
15. Strong presence of traditional 

institutions
16. Sound and well-maintained 

infrastructure
17. Careful use of fiscal resources
18. Sophisticated use of information 

resources
19. A willingness to seek help from the 

outside
20. Communities are self reliant

Remove campers, trailers  
and boats from streets this fall
Prior to snowfall, please remove campers, trailers and boats from 
streets and sidewalks to accommodate for snow removal. As 

stated in Section 20-14-23 of the Mandan Code of Ordinances, the time limit for campers, trailers 
and boats on residential streets is 12 hours for the purpose of loading and unloading from Sept. 
15 to May 15. The 12-hour restriction is extended to 24 hours during the summer months. 
Violations are punishable by towing and a $10 fine.


