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December meetings
City Commission, Dec. 1 and 15, 
5:30 p.m., City Hall

School Board, Dec. 7 and 21,  
5:30 p.m., City Hall

Park Board, Dec. 14, 5:30 p.m., City 
Hall

County Commission, Dec.10 and 
29, 5:30 p.m., Morton County 
Courthouse

City Planning and Zoning 
Commission, Dec. 28, 5:15 p.m., 
City Hall

Small Business Saturday 
& Santa’s Arrival, Nov. 28
Small Business Saturday is Nov. 
28. Explore Mandan businesses 
for unique gifts and enjoy special 
shopping deals.

Welcome Santa and Mrs. Claus 
as they parade from Hardee’s to 
the 300 block of West Main Street. 
The parade kicks off at 10:45 a.m. 
Santa and Mrs. Claus will take 
pictures and visit with children at 
the Harvest Grill, 308 West Main 
Street, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Doses of nostalgia will be 
plentiful with caroling, covered 
wagon rides and s’mores at the 
Mandan Progress Organization. 
For more information, visit www.
mandanprogress.org or call 751-2983.  

Stories with Santa  
& Mrs. Claus, Dec. 10
Join Santa and Mrs. Claus for 
story time at the Morton Mandan 
Library on Dec. 10  at 6:30 p.m. 
Children can have their photo 
taken with Santa following stories. 
Cookies and punch will also be 
served. For more information, call 
the library at 667-5365.

Water Commission grants help fund water projects
The N.D. Water Commission approved about $2.3 million in grants that will be used 
to pay down a portion of $4 million in water projects planned for Mandan in 2016. The 
three high priority projects are tied to the city’s growth, an increased demand for water 
and efforts to move water more efficiently. 
Instrumentation and control upgrades. Water system demand increases have created a need for 
pump stations, meters and check points to operate in a more complex manner. This project 
focuses on upgrading the current communication and control systems and replacing the 
1998 technology that controls the pumps at five of the City’s remote pump stations and 
reservoir sites. This will ensure that radio communications are transmitted from the pump 
station to the Water Treatment Plant, allowing employees to resolve issues more quickly. 
High service pump optimization. The water treatment plant’s existing high service pump 
system, installed in 1977, does not have enough capacity to meet projected demands. 
This project focuses on upgrading the system to meet current needs and add extra 
capacity. The project includes removing older pumps that supply water to town to fill 
reservoirs. The Water Treatment Plant has 1 million gallons of water in storage, but 
there is limited access to the Collins Avenue and south side reservoirs. Replacing and 
upgrading the pumps will allow the plant to pump more water to the Collins Avenue 
reservoir to keep up with high demand and emergency situations.
Sunset booster station pumps. The Sunset booster pump station located near Old Red 
Trail and 37th Avenue NW is experiencing increased demand on the water system. 
Upgrading the pumps will allow the station to keep up with the increasing demand in 
the northwest part of Mandan. 
In addition to grant funding, a utility base rate increase of $0.90 per month per single-
family household will be considered by the City Commission. The rate increase would 
be used to pay for the high-service optimization phase I project. The other projects will 
be funded by city reserve funds. The current base rate for water and sewer is $24.95 per 
month. Construction is expected to begin in the spring. 

Old Red Trail improvements scheduled in 2016
The City will make improvements 
to an area of Old Red Trail between 
Highland Road and 40th Avenue NW 
in 2016. The project will improve the 
roadway structure and accommodate 
increased traffic volume associated 
with new development. 
Improvements include widening 
the roadway, a 12-inch water main 
expansion, introduction of a left turn 
lane and the addition of storm sewer 

pipe and curb and gutter. In addition, a multi-use trail, required for the overall proejct to 
to receive federal funding, will be extended along the new roadway. 

See Old Red Trail page 2
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Ordinance addresses graffiti concerns
A new ordinance approved by the City Commission at an October meeting establishes 
formal procedures for graffiti removal. 
The Community Beautification Committee began discussing the issue in January 2015. 
Graffiti has a negative impact on not only the structure to which it is applied, but the 
community as a whole. The ordinance aims to prevent future incidences of vandalism by 
encouraging property owners to clean up existing graffiti and add security provisions to 
prevent new incidences of vandalism. 
The ordinance focuses on prompt clean-up. Property owners have 10 days from the 
date of written notice to remove graffiti. If a property owner does not comply, the City 
will remove the graffiti and the cost will be assessed to the property. In addition, an 
administrative cost equal to 25 percent of the cost of abatement and a $25 penalty or $100, 
whichever is greater, will be assessed against the property. Incidents of graffiti may be 
reported to the Mandan Police Department at 667-3250. 

Ordinance prohibits sky lanterns within city limits
The City Commission approved an ordinance in October that bans sky lanterns within 
city limits. The Mandan Tesoro Refinery asked the City to consider banning sky lanterns 
because of public safety concerns. Sky lanterns are carried uncontrolled by the wind and 
can start fires upon landing. The Mandan Fire Department supported the request. 
The ordinance prohibits the possession, manufacture, storage, sale and handling of 
balloons that require fire underneath to propel the balloon, incendiary balloons, or 
unmanned free floating devices capable of producing an open flame. Mandan City Attorney 
Malcolm Brown says the ordinance will reinforce state law, as sky lanterns are not 
included in the North Dakota Century Code’s list of allowed fireworks. 
A violation is a class B misdemeanor, punishable by up to 30 days’ imprisonment and a 
maximum of $1,500 in fines. Morton County is separately studying the issue. 

Improvements planned for Highway 6 & 19th Street SW
A street improvement project planned for the intersection of Highway 6 and 19th Street 
SW aims to improve the safety of the intersection. The project will introduce turning lanes 
and provide lighting to illuminate the roadway. Construction is expected to begin in 2017. 
The total project cost is estimated at $509,000. Federal funding will provide for 90 percent 
of the total project cost or about $458,000. The state will contribute 10 percent, or about 
$51,000. The state safety project does not require any local cost share responsibility. For 
more information, contact the Engineering Department at 667-3255.  

Old Red Trail
The project originally extended to 47th 
Avenue NW, but boundaries were 
reduced when the overall estimate 
for project cost came in significantly 
higher than anticipated. Total project 
cost is estimated at $5.5 million. The 
N.D. Department of Transportation 
pledged $3.2 million in federal funding 
administered through the Transportation 
Improvement Program (TIP) to the 
project. Other funding sources will 

include city sales and property tax dollars and special assessments to benefiting properties. 
For more information, call the Engineering Department at 667-3225. 

from page 1
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Recodification of municipal code complete
The City of Mandan recently contracted with Municipal Code Corporation (Municode), a 
company that codifies and publishes municipal laws and ordinances, to recodify the existing 
municipal code. The recodified version of the City’s municipal code went into effect on Oct. 1. 
Municode’s attorneys reviewed the existing code and ordinances giving emphasis to the 
City’s concerns and looking for conflicts with state law, case law relating to the City’s 
ordinances, Home Rule Charter and constitutional principles. Only minor changes were 
made to existing requirements. City staff is working to further update the code to reflect 
current procedures and standards. 
New features include mobile friendly access to the municipal code, storage and linkage 
of ordinances already codified, and the ability to link newly enacted ordinances to the 
section of the code being amended within 24 hours. A link to the new code is available at 
www.cityofmandan.com in the City Government section.

Sanding & plowing information 
Generally 4-inches of snow accumulation requires plowing of all routes. Public Works reminds 
residents to remove vehicles from the street as soon as possible after a storm. Following are 
route priorities created to provide for the safe and orderly movement of traffic throughout 
the city during all weather conditions, including severe winter storms. A map showing snow 
removal routes is posted at www.cityofmandan.com in the City Departments section under Public 
Works and the Street Department. For more information, call (701) 667-3240.
Priority 1: Major arterial routes.  High traffic volume streets and business districts. 
Priority 2: School emergency routes. Network connection for students, parents, teachers and school 
bus operations to eight public schools and two private schools.  
Priority 3-4: Residential routes and alleys. Network connection to all residential areas.
Please stay back. Be cautious when snow removal and sanding operations are underway. These 
vehicles must stop and back frequently. Please try to stay a minimum of 50 feet behind them. 
Please remember a typical snow plow is wider than most driving lanes. 
Snow hauling.  Begins on Main Street and in the central business district. Signs are posted to restrict 
overnight parking on streets (typically east-west in direction) on Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays and on avenues (typically north-south in direction) on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Public 
parking lots are next, followed by other major arterials, public schools and residential areas. 

Snow removal reminders
Clean sidewalks of snow and ice. Property owners are required to remove snow and ice from their 
sidewalk within 24 hours after its deposit. If not removed, the City may do so and charge the 
property owner. Report problems to City Engineering at (701) 667-3225. Also, please clear the 
area around mailboxes and fire hydrants.
Do not put snow from your property on the street. City ordinance prohibits deposits on any street or 
public place of any material which may be harmful to the pavement or surface thereof or which 
may do injury to any person, animal or property or render the same unclean or a nuisance, 
including snow, dirt, rubbish or garbage. 
48-hour parking restrictions.  It is unlawful for any person to park or leave standing on any public 
street or highway within any residential district or mobile home park in this city, any vehicle or 
motorcycle for a period longer than 48 hours consecutively. 
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City Contacts
Mandan City Hall
205 Second Avenue NW
Phone 701-667-3215
Fax 701-667-3223
www.cityofmandan.com

Mandan City Commission
Mayor Arlyn Van Beek
Mike Braun
Shauna Laber
Dennis Rohr
Sandy Tibke

City Departments
Administration  .............. 667-3215
Airport Authority  ........... 663-0669
Assessing ..................... 667-3232
Building Inspection ....... 667-3230
Business Development 
& Communications ....... 667-3485
Cemetery ...................... 667-6044
Engineering, Planning
& Zoning ....................... 667-3225
Finance ......................... 667-3213
Fire  .............................. 667-3288
Human Resources ........ 667-3217
Landfill .......................... 667-0184
Library ........................... 667-5365
Municipal Court ............. 667-3270
Police ............................ 667-3250
Public Works ................. 667-3240
Special
Assessments ................ 667-3271
Utility Billing .................. 667-3219
Waste Water
Treatment ..................... 667-3278
Water Treatment ........... 667-3275

Receive E-mail Notices
Sign up to receive notice of city 
meetings and news  in the 
“E-mail Updates” section of www.
cityofmandan.com. Meeting dates 
and agendas are available.

 
QUESTION OF THE MONTH

How willing is Mandan 
to invest in the future?
Visit www.cityofmandan.com by 
Nov. 24 to respond.

Respondents split on quality of business & community life
Online polls over the next several months are exploring how Mandan rates with respect to 
a number of attributes associated with successful communities. October’s poll asked, “How 
would you rate the emphasis on quality of businesses and community life in Mandan?” 
Of the 92 respondents, 3 percent rated Mandan as excellent, 26 percent rated it as good, 33 
percent rated it as fair, 37 percent rated it as poor and 1 percent were uncertain.
According to the Heartland Center for Leadership Development, emphasis on quality of 
business and community life includes facilities, homes and other investments being built to 
last and attention being paid to design and construction detail in the community. Here are 
a few examples in Mandan: 
• Site and building standards. Mandan strengthened its Architectural Review Commission 

with private sector involvement in 2006 and adopted minimum requirements for 
downtown core, downtown fringe, gateway entrances to the city and major corridors. 
The standards are meant to help contribute to a sense of place, preserve historic 
character, encourage quality construction and buildings with permanency, and 
strengthen property values.

• Encouraging rehabilitation. The Renaissance Zone program provides tax incentives for 
investments in improvements in both commercial and residential properties in a 
28-block area of Main Street and downtown. The Storefront Improvement program 
helps with matching funds for façade and landscape improvements in the downtown 
and Memorial Highway areas.

• New and improved facilities.  Earlier this year, Bismarck and Mandan residents celebrated 
the addition of the universal playground in Mandan’s Eagles Park. Upcoming projects 
include Family Wellness and the Mandan Sports Complex.

ONLINE POLL RESULTS

Public Works cleans up 
Mandan Union Cemetery
The Public Works Department reminds patrons to collect 
items that do not comply with new cemetery regulations 

from the Mandan Union Cemetery. The deadline for collection of unpermitted items was 
Oct. 15. Grounds maintenance staff are currently removing and storing any non-compliant 
items of value. The items will be held until June 1, 2016 for anyone who wishes to collect 
them. To retrieve stored items, call the cemetery at 667-6044. 
Information regarding permitted items can be found under the Cemetery section at  
www.cityofmandan.com. For more information, call the Planning and Engineering 
Department at 667-3225.

Recycling containers to be 
delivered in December
Dakota Sanitation will deliver 96-gallon recycling containers 
and information packets to Mandan residents living in single 
family units in December. Collections will begin in January.  
For more information on Mandan’s recycling program, visit  
www.cityofmandan.com/recycle.


