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August meetings
City Commission, Aug. 2 and 16, 
5:30 p.m., City Hall

School Board, Aug. 1 and 15, 5:30 
p.m., City Hall

Park Board, Aug. 8, 5:30 p.m., City 
Hall

County Commission, Aug. 11 
and 23, 5:30 p.m., Morton County 
Courthouse

City Planning and Zoning 
Commission, Aug. 22, 5:15 p.m., 
City Hall

Grill Fest, Aug. 19-20
Wild West Grill Fest will be held in 
Dykshoorn Park on Aug. 19 from 
4 to 11:30 p.m. and Aug. 20 from 
11 a.m. to midnight. The event 
features great food and live music 
from Overeducated and All Aces.

Admission is $5 daily. Children 12 
and under will be admitted free of 
charge. For more information, visit 
www.mandanprogress.org.

Funds available for 
boulevard trees
Residents are encouraged 
to participate in Mandan’s 
community boulevard tree-
planting program, which offers 
partial reimbursement to property 
owners who plant boulevard 
trees adjacent to their property. 
Property owners can receive up 
to $50 for each planted tree, as 
funding permits. Those interested 
in the program are advised to 
contact the city arborist, phone 
751-7894, before planting trees.

Along with city funds, dollars for 
this program are donated by area 
businesses. Business donations 
totaled $5,000 in 2016. 

Mandan population surpasses 21,000 
The U.S. Census Bureau released its estimates of population for incorporated cities 
and towns in May. As of July 1, 2015, Mandan’s estimated population is 21,382, up 2.6 
percent from 2014 and 16.6 percent since 2010. 
This positive population trend also 
holds true for Morton County which 
has grown to an estimated 2015 
population of 30,310, up 1.6 percent 
from 2014 and 10.3 percent since 
2010. The Bismarck-Mandan MSA is 
home to an estimated 129,517 people, 
according to a 2015 Census estimate, 
up almost 13 percent since 2010. The 
metro area includes Burleigh, Morton, 
Oliver and Sioux counties.
Demographic data released in June 
shows the Morton County population is also getting slightly younger with a median age 
of 37.5 years in 2015, down from 39.3 years in 2010. Growth has occurred in virtually 
every age category with the percentages of increase over 2010 being as follows: under 
18 years, 6 percent; 18 to 24 years, 27 percent; 24 to 44 years, 17 percent; 45 to 64 years, 1 
percent; and 65 years and over, 16 percent. These changes have implications for the area 
education, workforce and businesses.

City commission reviews recycling program
At a June meeting, the City Commission reviewed information on the recycling program  
and voted to continue with current polices and container size.
The City will continue to provide 95-gallon recycling containers to all single residences 
and multi-family units that have individual trash receptacles. The smaller totes are only 
a few pounds lighter, but are much less stable, increasing the chance of them tipping 
over on windy days. Elderly or people with a disability who are unable to move their 
container to the curb may submit a medical note or letter from a physician. Once a 
medical exemption is approved, Dakota Sanitation will arrange for assistance, allowing 
continued participation in the program.
Service for most multi-family or apartment units is not yet available. Only condos and 
town homes with individual garbage containers will receive recycling containers due to 
difficulties in providing accessible areas. At this time, the City will not provide recycling to 
apartment complexes because of minimal access to a common area to store the containers. 
These units also present an increased chance of contamination with non-recyclable trash. 
Since January, more than 430 tons of recyclables have been collected, keeping more than 
395 tons of trash out of area landfills. Of the 7,614 recycling containers in service, only 1,181 
have never been picked up, indicating that nearly 85 percent of residents have participated 
in the program since its inception. In May, Dakota Sanitation collected recyclables from 
more than 75 percent of the containers. For more information on 
the recycling program, visit www.cityofmandan.com/recycle. 

MANDAN POPULATION
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NEW MANDAN 
BUSINESSES
• Artworx33 

107 Collins Ave.

• Creative Differences 
105 1/2 Third Ave. NW

• Dakota Promotions & Printing 
105 Third Ave. NW

• Double H Automotive 
2726 Memorial Highway

• Funtastic Luxe Salon 
102 First Ave. NW

• Memory Shack 
103 Third Ave. NW

• Nutrition Revolution 
2101 40th Ave. SE 
Suite B3A

• The Cyclist’s Cove 
4101 21st St. SE

• Thrivent Financial 
1302 First St. NE

UPCOMING

• Eco Touch Auto Spa 
4101 21st St. SE, Unit 15

• Schmidt Auto Sales 
3420 E. Memorial Highway

City considers options for Old Red Trail
The Mandan City Commission is considering options for improvements to a section of 
Old Red Trail adjacent to the future home of the Starion Sports Complex. A traffic study 
completed in February recommends widening the roadway and introducing a turning 
lane dedicated to the sports complex, which is expected to open in August 2017. 

A $7.5 million project that includes this section is programmed in the state’s 
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) for the year 2020. The project includes 
concrete repairs on Mandan Avenue, the widening of Old Red Trail from Mandan Avenue 
through the intersection of Collins Avenue and moving north along Highway 1806 to 27th 
Street. The project would be accomplished using federal, state and local funds. 
The N.D. Department of Transportation provided three options to satisfy concerns and 
accomplish a three-lane roadway in the interim.
• Option 1. This would involve advanced construction for the entire TIP project, which 

would require the City to fund the project until state and federal funds are available. 
• Option 2. This would involve proceeding with advanced construction for a portion 

of the TIP project area 250 feet east of the entrance to 16th Street NW to the Collins 
Avenue intersection. The project, which is estimated between $3 million and $4 
million, would also require the City to fund the project until state and federal funds 
are available.

• Option 3. This would involve widening a section of the roadway to support a third lane 
from 250 feet east of the entrance to 16th Street NW through the intersection of Collins 
Avenue and Old Red Trail. The project, estimated to be $550,000, would be funded 
through special assessments to the Park District and other benefiting properties. 

The City Commission endorsed the third option. This decision was influenced by 
apprehension in funding the other options through 2020, as the TIP reimbursement is not 
guaranteed. The Commission also expressed concern about the ability to complete the other 
options within the necessary timeline. 
Discussions on how to fund the project continue between the City Commission, Mandan 
Park Board and benefiting property owners. 
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Morton County officials begin work on land use plan 
Morton County officials are 
working with the Bismarck-Mandan 
Metropolitan Planning Organization 
(MPO) and SRF Consulting to create 
a future land use development 
plan for the 140 miles of Morton 
County that surround Mandan’s 
1-mile extraterritorial zone. The plan 
will serve as a guide to preserve 
agricultural uses where they are 
most appropriate and steer housing, 
commercial and industrial uses where 
best suited.  The plan will aid county 

and regional decision makers as they review development applications and plan future 
road networks, from now through the planning horizon year of 2045. 
Public input meetings will be held from on Aug. 16 at the Mandan Brave Center gym 
and Oct. 12 at the Mandan Middle School. Both meetings are scheduled from 6 to 8 p.m. 
Organizers aim to present the plan to the Morton County Commission and MPO for final 
approval in November. For more information, visit www.mortonfuturelanduse.com.

REMINDER: SPRAY 
NOXIOUS WEEDS, 
MOW TALL GRASSES
Property owners are required to 
mow tall grasses or spray weeds 
by May 1, June 1, July 1, Aug.1, 
Sept. 1 and Oct. 1 of each year. 
Failure to comply results in the 
property being cut or sprayed 
by the City with costs applied 
to special assessments to the 
property. 

Code enforcement officer cites common concerns
It’s been one year since Code Enforcement Officer Joseph Camisa, Jr. began working for 
the City of Mandan. Camisa interprets and enforces municipal, property maintenance, 
housing and zoning codes. He has worked on 715 code enforcement cases since July 2015. 
Here are some common code enforcement violations: 
Tall Grass.  A city ordinance requires grass and weeds on properties to be maintained under 
a 6-inch height.  This can be accomplished by routine mowing and trimming of tall grass 
and weeds, including around structures, poles and other objects.  
Noxious Weeds. Residents are required to cut or spray weeds to prevent growth. There are 
currently 11 plants on the noxious weed list. To view the list, visit the North Dakota www.
nd.gov/ndda/program/noxious-weeds.   
Junk and Rubbish. The accumulation of junk and rubbish on any property is 
prohibited. Items may include, but are not limited to trash, animal waste, 
yard clippings, junk or wrecked vehicles, unused construction materials, 
automobile tires, broken equipment and automobile parts. Some of these 
items may be stored within a structure, such as a shed or garage, as long as 
the materials do not violate fire code.
Blocking Sidewalk or Street. Sidewalks, streets, and alleyways must remain clear 
of obstacles that may prevent public use. Cars, boats, campers, or any other 
items may not block the street or sidewalk.
Extended Parking on City Streets. City residents are also reminded that vehicles 
may only be parked on public streets for up to 48 hours at any given time 
in residential neighborhoods, 24 hours in commercial or industrial districts. 
This excludes portions of the downtown area restricted to 90 minutes. 
To report property maintenance concerns, call the code enforcement office at 
667-3250 or complete the “Report A Concern” form at www.cityofmandan.com.
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City Contacts
Mandan City Hall
205 Second Avenue NW
Phone 701-667-3215
Fax 701-667-3223
www.cityofmandan.com

Mandan City Commission
Mayor Tim Helbling
Mike Braun 
Scott Davis  
Shauna Laber
Dennis Rohr

City Departments
Administration  .............. 667-3215
Airport Authority  ........... 663-0669
Assessing ..................... 667-3232
Building Inspection ....... 667-3230
Business Development 
& Communications ....... 667-3485
Cemetery ...................... 751-7893
Engineering, Planning
& Zoning ....................... 667-3225
Finance ......................... 667-3213
Fire  .............................. 667-3288
Forestry.........................751-7894
Grounds 
Maintenance..................751-7895
Human Resources ........ 667-3217
Landfill .......................... 667-0184
Library ........................... 667-5365
Municipal Court ............. 667-3270
Police ............................ 667-3250
Public Works ................. 667-3240
Special Assessments .... 667-3271
Utility Billing .................. 667-3219
Waste Water
Treatment ..................... 667-3278
Water Treatment ........... 667-3275

Receive E-mail Notices
Sign up to receive notice of city 
meetings and news  in the 
“E-mail Updates” section of www.
cityofmandan.com. Meeting dates 
and agendas are available.

QUESTION OF THE MONTH

How would you rate 
Mandan’s level of self-
reliance?
Visit www.cityofmandan.com by 
July 25 to respond.

Respondents split on City’s willingness to seek outside help
Online polls are exploring how Mandan rates with respect to a number of attributes 
associated with successful communities. June’s poll asked, “How would you rate 
Mandan’s willingness to seek help from the outside?” The Heartland Center for Leadership 
Development suggests this means community leaders have little reluctance to seek help 
from outside resources and understand the system of seeking grants and other financial 
support. Achieving this support is a source of community pride. 
Of the 46 responses, ratings were as follows: 9 percent excellent, 26 percent good, 35 
percent fair and 30 percent poor.  
The City continuously looks for grant opportunities and other funding options. The City 
received $6.1 million through state and federal grant programs in 2015, $2.9 million in 2014 
and $5.8 million in 2013. These grant dollars helped improve safety programs and finance 
road, sewer and airport improvements.
In addition to financial support, the City continually seeks advice from its residents and 
business leaders. More than a dozen volunteer committees contribute to the decision-
making process by providing input and making recommendations to the City Commission. 
A listing of the various committees is available at www.cityofmandan.com. Vacancies are 
typically advertised in the fall.

ONLINE POLL RESULTS

‘Slide the City’ returns to Mandan on Aug. 27
Slide down the streets of Mandan on a 1,000 foot slip-
n-slide at Slide the City on Saturday, Aug. 27 from 10 
a.m. to 8 p.m. The event will take place on Sunset Drive 
adjacent to Mandan High School. 
The Mandan Park District is partnering with the Mandan 
Progress Organization to bring music, food and craft 
vendors and inflatables to the event. An after party will 
follow at the Mandan Eagles from 8 p.m. to midnight.

Sliders must be 46 inches tall, at least five years of age and are required to use a tube. Proceeds 
will help fund future community events. Tickets are available at www.slidethecity.com. 

Volunteers needed. Volunteers are needed to help with event staging, registration, event 
activities and clean-up. Shifts are divided into four wave times between the hours of 6 a.m. 
and 10 p.m. Each wave time is five hours in length. Volunteers will receive an all-day slider 
pass and a t-shirt. For more information, visit www.mandanparks.com or call 751-6161.  

Ordinance aims to prevent 
spread of tree disease
The City Commission approved an ordinance that addresses 

concerns about the spread of Dutch Elm Disease and the Emerald Ash Borer, a destructive 
insect that attacks and kills ash trees. The change came at the recommendation of the 
Community Beautification Committee. 
The ordinance identifies the Emerald Ash Borer as a public nuisance and gives the city 
arborist authority to deal with any infestation that is discovered. It also prohibits the selling 
or planting of American Elm, Siberian Elm and ash trees in the city. A violation is an 
infraction, punishable by up to a $1,000 fine.


