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February meetings
City Commission, Feb. 7, 5:30 
p.m., and Feb. 21, 5 p.m., City Hall

School Board, Feb. 6, 5:30 p.m.,  
and Feb. 21, 7 p.m., City Hall

Park Board, Feb 13, 5:30 p.m., City 
Hall

County Commission, Feb. 9 and 
28, 5:30 p.m., Morton County 
Courthouse

City Planning and Zoning 
Commission, Feb. 27, 5:15 p.m., 
City Hall

Sweetheart Dinner, Feb. 14
Fort Abraham Lincoln State 
Park will host a Valentine’s Day 
dinner at the Custer House on 
Feb. 14 beginning at 5:30 p.m. 
Relax as you listen to music of 
the period and enjoy a specially 
prepared dinner for you and your 
sweetheart. Tickets are limited to 
14 couples and must be purchased 
in advance. For more information, 
call 667-6340.

Hike in Mandan’s backyard
Fort Abraham Lincoln State Park 
will host more than a dozen hikes 
in 2017. Hikes include:

Feb. 12 - Lover’s Hike
March 12 - Leprechaun Leap Hike
April 2 - Fools Hike
May 14 - Mother’s Day Hike
May 28 - Never Forget Memorial Hike
June 18 - Take Dad to the Park Hike
July 16 - I Scream for Ice Cream Hike
Aug. 6 - Dog Days of Summer Hike
Aug. 26 - Nighttime Glow Hike
Sept. 17 - Fall Colors Hike
Oct. 22 - Little Monsters Hike
Nov. 5 - Blaze Orange Hike
Dec. 10 - Light the Blockhouse Hike

Family Wellness center opens its doors
The Missouri Family YMCA 
estimates a new wellness center 
opening in January will generate 
240,000 visits each year.
Family Wellness is located at 
2620 46th Avenue SE, directly 
south of Raging Rivers Water 
Park and only a 7-minute drive 
for most metro area residents. 
The 41,000-square-foot 
facility will provide a unique 
environment that includes fitness studios, a gymnasium, a walking track, a wellness 
center with workout equipment and child care. Physical and massage therapy services 
provided by Sanford Health will also be available by appointment. Members of both the 
Family Wellness center and the Missouri Valley Family YMCA will receive reciprocity 
between the two facilities.
Community members sought a full-fledged recreational center in Mandan for some 
time. It was more than the Mandan Park District could take on by itself. A public-
private partnership made the project feasible without a tax increase. Mandan Parks and 
Recreation used $1.5 million from the City of Mandan Visitors Fund along with $200,000 
from the Park District to acquire the land, and the YMCA partnered with Sanford Health 
to bring Family Wellness to the community. The project is a $13.3 million investment, 
with at least $3 million coming from a public fundraising campaign. 
For more information, visit www.familywellnessbisman.com. 

Reduced interest in federal tax credits pushes back 
redevelopment timeline for former junior high
The Common Wealth Companies recently provided an update on planning for the 
redevelopment of the former junior property. Vice President of Development for 
the Midwest Region Erin Anderson shares, “So far we have kicked off site planning, 
architectural, survey, environmental, and title work.” She also explained an issue 
pushing back the start of construction, likely until July 2017.
The primary vehicle for the creation of affordable housing is the low income housing tax 
credit, whereby federal tax credits are awarded to projects meeting state allocation goals. 
These tax credits are purchased by investors, sometimes a pool of private investors or 
large banks. “With corporate tax reform on the agenda in the coming year, the general 
opinion in the industry is that the value of these tax credits will go down because the 
corporate tax rate may decrease,” points out Anderson. She adds that this uncertainty 
is impacting the project with a significant drop in the pricing offered for the tax credits, 
translating into an unforeseen funding gap.

See Redevelopment page 4
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2017-2020 road improvement projects planned
The N.D. Department of Transportation has allocated funds through the Transportation 
Improvement program based on expected federal funding for the following projects.
2017-2018

1. Replace and upgrade traffic signals on Main Street. The project will 
improve the functioning of traffic signals and provide pedestrian control of 
the walk cycle. 

2. Intersection of McKenzie Drive and 46th Avenue SE. Reconstructs the 
degraded section of McKenzie Drive SE from the southbound ramps and 
adds traffic signals to improve the functionality and safety of the intersection. 

3. 10th Avenue SW. The project includes concrete pavement repair from the 
Heart River Bridge to Main Street.

4. 19th Street SW & Hwy 6 SW Turn Lanes. The project includes the addition 
of a northbound right turning lane, a southbound left turning lane and a 
street light to improve intersection visibility.

2020
1. Highway 1806. Improvements include partial reconstruction of the roadway from the 

Mandan Avenue interchange to the intersection of 1806 and 27th Street NW, traffic 
signalization and turning lane improvements at the intersection with Old Red Trail, a 
northbound left turning lane on 27th Street NW and shoulder widening.  

2. Reconstruct and widen 27th Street NW from Highway 1806 to 8th Avenue NW. 
This project includes widening of the roadway and the addition of curb and gutter, 
providing better access to the middle school and nearby developing areas. 

The City’s portion of project expenses will most likely be a combination of sales tax, 
general fund tax dollars and special assessments to benefiting properties. The N.D. 
Department of Transportation requires projects are bid in the year they are planned. It is 
common for projects to be bid in one year and for construction to begin the following year. 
Projects substantially completed in 2016 include a reconstruct of the west side of Old Red 
Trail, upgrades to traffic signalization along Memorial Highway, replacement of a traffic 
signal on Twin City Drive and sidewalk ramp upgrades along Main Street. For more 
information, contact the Engineering Department at 667-3225. 

Main Street traffic signals & lane configuration under study
The City of Mandan, in cooperation with the N.D. Department of Transportation, 
Kadarmas, Lee & Jackson, and Federal Highway Administration, is planning traffic signal 
improvements between 10th Avenue NW and 6th Avenue NE. Parking improvements and 
potential lane configuration changes to Mandan’s Main Street are also being considered.

The purpose of the project is to replace existing 
traffic signals, safely improve traffic progression 
and promote pedestrian safety. Project components 
will include replacement of outdated traffic signal 
equipment, updating of traffic signal timings, and 
installation of video traffic detection equipment and 
pedestrian push buttons at intersections.
Other considerations include installation of flashing 
yellow turn arrows, coordination timings between 
intersections and removal of unwarranted traffic 
signals. For more information, call the Engineering 
and Planning Department at 667-3225. 

The intersection of McKenzie Drive 
and 46th Avenue SE is slated for 
improvement in 2017. 



page 2 | mandan messenger www.cityofmandan.com | page 3

2016 statistics show continued growth 
City of Mandan management monitors several local economic indicators. More complete 
year-end data will be available in January with taxable sales and purchase reports from 
the state tax department to follow by spring, but here’s what is available at press time:

Planning organization reviews 2021 road applications
The Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) has reviewed City of Mandan requests 
for N.D. Department of Transportation (NDDOT) funds in 2021 for five projects.
Urban Regional Projects. Eligible for 80 percent federal funding, requiring a 10 percent state 
and 10 percent local match. Memorial Highway, phase I was the highest ranked of all 
urban regional projects in the Bismarck-Mandan metropolitan area. 
1. Memorial Highway, phase I. This project is a full reconstruct of the roadway with a 

new typical section to implement safety and pedestrian-friendly elements, including 
a multi-use path. It would also address drainage issues and replace other utilities as 
necessary. Given the size of the project, it may take a multi-phase approach. City leaders 
are discussing an approach that will work for the City, affected businesses and NDDOT. 

2. Main Street concrete pavement repair. This project consists of spot repairs to the 
concrete surface of Main Street between 10th Avenue West and Twin City Drive. 

Urban Roads Projects. Eligible for up to 80 percent federal funding with the remainder being 
a local match. Compared to other projects in the metropolitan area, the projects submitted 
were at the bottom of the MPO’s rankings. It is unlikely the projects will be selected to 
receive federal funding and may need to be postponed or funded in another manner.
1. Reconstruction of 8th Avenue NW. The project would reconstruct and widen the 

road from Old Red Trail to 27th Street NW. 
2. Extension of Division Street East. The project would provide an alternate east-west 

route from the central portion of Mandan to I-94,  by extending this street from 8th 
Avenue NE to Mandan Avenue. 

3. Extension of Boundary Road West. Once linked to Lohstreter, the street would 
provide an alternate route to the high school and Sunset Drive from existing 
neighborhoods and planned new developments.

See Growth page 4

PERMITS  FOR  NEW   
RESIDENTIAL UNITS

Residential building. The City issued building permits for 303 new residential units 
in 2016 through Dec. 23. That is up from 224 in 2015. Single-family homes account 
for 123 units, which is down slightly from 131 last year. However, multi-family 
units total 137 among 9 projects, up from 93 units in 2015. New manufactured 
homes account for 43 units with most of these being placed in the new 
Meadowlands Park located north of Third Street SE and near Memorial Highway.
Commercial and industrial building. Permits for new construction, remodeling and 
additions total almost $28 million, the third highest year on record.
Local usage taxes 
• Revenue from the 1 percent sales tax received through December is down 

nearly 9 percent as compared to the same 11-month period a year ago at 
$2.1 million versus $2.3 million to date in 2015.

• The new 0.75 percent local sales tax dedicated to the sports complex has 
generated nearly $1.6 million.

• The 1 percent restaurant and lodging tax revenue is 8 percent ahead of 2015 
at $419,815.

• Collections of the 2 percent hotel occupancy tax are 16 percent above 2015 
at $60,718.
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City Contacts
Mandan City Hall
205 Second Avenue NW
Phone 701-667-3215
Fax 701-667-3223
www.cityofmandan.com

Mandan City Commission
Mayor Tim Helbling
Mike Braun 
Scott Davis  
Shauna Laber
Dennis Rohr

City Departments
Administration  .............. 667-3215
Airport Authority  ........... 663-0669
Assessing ..................... 667-3232
Building Inspection ....... 667-3230
Business Development 
& Communications ....... 667-3485
Cemetery ...................... 751-7893
Engineering, Planning
& Zoning ....................... 667-3225
Finance ......................... 667-3213
Fire  .............................. 667-3288
Forestry.........................751-7894
Grounds 
Maintenance..................751-7895
Human Resources ........ 667-3217
Landfill .......................... 667-0184
Library ........................... 667-5365
Municipal Court ............. 667-3270
Police ............................ 667-3250
Public Works ................. 667-3240
Special Assessments .... 667-3271
Utility Billing .................. 667-3219
Waste Water
Treatment ..................... 667-3278
Water Treatment ........... 667-3275

Receive E-mail Notices
Sign up to receive notice of 
city meetings and news  in the 
“E-mail Updates” section 
of www.cityofmandan.com. 
Meeting dates and agendas 
are available.

Residents reminded of utility bill increases
Residential customers are reminded of utility bill rate increases as approved in the City’s 
2017 budget. Increases are as follows: 
• Water usage. Ten cent increase per 100 cubic feet or 1 unit
• Wastewater usage. Five cent increase per 100 cubic feet or 1 unit
• Solid waste collection and hauling.  Five cent increase per month, per family living unit
• Solid waste recycling. Fifteen cent increase per month, per family living unit
The total monthly increase for a residential customer using an average of 800 cubic feet or 8 
units of water will be a $1.40.  The new utility rates are effective Jan. 1, 2017.

Redevelopment project 
“Fortunately, we are able to fill this gap with historic tax credits,” she says. The Fond du Lac, 
Wisconsin based firm has initial approval from the State Historic Preservation Office and 
National Park Service, which oversees historic preservation. The next step, required before 
the start construction, will likely take until mid-June.
The Common Wealth Companies have renamed the proposed housing project “Historic 
Apartments on 4th.” If all goes well, construction will be completed the summer of 2018.  

Residents keep 1,000 tons of 
recyclables out of landfill 
The City of Mandan introduced single-sort recycling to all 
single family residences and multi-family units with individual 

trash receptacles in January 2016. Since then, more than 1,000 tons of recyclables have been 
collected. Of the 7,814 recycling containers in service, only 589 have never been collected, 
indicating that nearly 93 percent of residents have participated in the program since its 
inception. 
Recycling saves money in the long-term. Mandan’s landfill does not bury household garbage. 
Reducing the amount of regular household waste 
collected will reduce the City’s hauling costs for 
transporting garbage to the Bismarck landfill. Recycling 
keeps materials out of the landfill, extending the life of 
the facility.
Recycled items become new products. Items recycled in 
Mandan are hauled to a materials recovery facility in 
Minnesota. The facility uses specialized equipment to sort 
materials into fibers, metals, plastics and glass. The items 
are then transported to other facilities to be recycled into 
useful new products. 
For a 2017 collection calendar and information on the City’s 
recycling program, visit www.cityofmandan.com/recycle.
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Growth
In related news, the Mandan Public School District is studying possibilities for an addition 
to the middle school for sixth through eighth grade students. The school was designed for a 
capacity of 800 students and has 881 enrolled there this year. Enrollment is projected to reach 
950 to 970 by the fall of 2018. Total enrollment for kindergarten through 12th grade was up 3.49 
percent  on opening day with the largest increases at the elementary and middle school levels. 
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