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January meetings
City Commission, Jan. 3 at 5:30 p.m., 
and Jan. 17 at 5 p.m., City Hall

School Board, Jan. 17, 7 p.m., City 
Hall

Park Board, Jan. 9, 5:30 p.m., City Hall

County Commission, Jan. 12 and 
24, 5:30 p.m.,  Morton County 
Courthouse

City Planning and Zoning 
Commission, Jan. 23, 5:15 p.m., City 
Hall 

Fireworks permitted Dec. 31
The use of fireworks, excluding 
sky lanterns and bottle rockets, is 
permitted in Mandan on Dec. 31 
from 5 p.m. until 1 a.m. on Jan. 
1. Section 10-2-10 of the Mandan 
Code of Ordinances prohibits the 
purchase, storing and discharge 
of bottle rockets and sky lanterns. 
There is a $75 fine for violations.
Do not put fireworks in recycling bins. 
Fireworks are not recyclable 
and should be disposed of in the 
regular garbage, even if they have 
been discharged. To properly 
dispose of used fireworks, 
wait until they are completely 
extinguished and no longer warm. 
Before placing unused fireworks 
in your garbage bin, remove the 
fuse and soak them in water 
overnight.

Funding approved for renovation of former school
Mandan’s former junior high school 
property will have a new life with a 
planned $8.3 million in investment to 
provide 39 units of affordable housing. 
The Commonwealth Companies of 
Fond Du Lac, Wisconsin, plan to move 
forward with the project thanks in part 
to funding approved in November by 
the North Dakota Housing Finance 
Agency (NDHFA).
New tricks for old bricks. Commonwealth 
will execute an agreement to purchase 
the property from Mother Teresa 
Outreach, LLC, an affiliate of Spirit of 
Life Catholic Church, Mandan. The 
developer plans to begin renovations 
in March 2017 and to have the project 
completed by January 2018.
The project will consist of eight three-
bedroom units, 28 two-bedroom units and three one-bedroom units. Six units will be 
designated as permanent supportive housing for individuals and families that have 
experienced homelessness.
Building and site plans include a wellness center, chapel, community rooms and 
outdoor playground with improved landscaping and green space. The amenities will be 
available to building residents. The newer gymnasium will be demolished to allow for 
more off-street parking. The property will be managed by MetroPlains Management, 
LLC with support services provided by Mother Teresa Outreach.

See Former school page 2

Business sign policy being converted to ordinance
The City Commission in December is expected to act on a proposed ordinance to 

formalize and update an existing sign policy by adding it to the zoning chapter of 
municipal code. The ordinance has been a work in progress for more than a year with 
involvement and input from the Mandan Architectural Review Commission (MARC) 
and Planning and Zoning Commission as well as the business community through 
representation from sign enterprises and Chamber outreach.
Converting policy to ordinance will enable the City’s code enforcement officer to 
better address complaints concerning non-compliant signs such as the proliferation 
of portable signs. MARC’s overall purpose recognizes the interdependence between 
land values and aesthetics. 
Mandan has long had a sign policy to allow businesses the right to convey 
information through signage while also maintaining 
compatibility with the surrounding community.

See Sign ordinance page 2



City Contacts
Mandan City Hall
205 Second Avenue NW
Phone 701-667-3215
Fax 701-667-3223
www.cityofmandan.com

Mandan City Commission
Mayor Tim Helbling
Mike Braun 
Scott Davis  
Shauna Laber
Dennis Rohr

City Departments
Administration  .............. 667-3215
Airport Authority  ........... 663-0669
Assessing ..................... 667-3232
Building Inspection ....... 667-3230
Business Development 
& Communications ....... 667-3485
Cemetery ...................... 751-7893
Engineering, Planning
& Zoning ....................... 667-3225
Finance ......................... 667-3213
Fire  .............................. 667-3288
Forestry.........................751-7894
Grounds 
Maintenance..................751-7895
Human Resources ........ 667-3217
Landfill .......................... 667-0184
Library ........................... 667-5365
Municipal Court ............. 667-3270
Police ............................ 667-3250
Public Works ................. 667-3240
Special Assessments .... 667-3271
Utility Billing .................. 667-3219
Waste Water
Treatment ..................... 667-3278
Water Treatment ........... 667-3275

Receive E-mail Notices
Sign up to receive notice of 
city meetings and news  in the 
“E-mail Updates” section 
of www.cityofmandan.com. 
Meeting dates and agendas 
are available.

Former school
Federal funding gets project over hump. The NDHFA administers 
the Low Income Housing Tax Credit (LIHTC) and National 
Housing Trust Fund (HTF) programs in North Dakota. 
Commonwealth was awarded $698,822 in credit authority 

through the LIHTC program and $1,021,024 through the HTF for the adaptive reuse of the 
former school.
Local support also needed. To be considered for federal funds, projects need evidence of 
local support equal to at least 1 percent of project costs. The Mandan City Commission in 
September approved a loan of $83,186 toward the project. This serves as a partial community 
match toward an interest buy-down program available through the Bank of North Dakota. 
CommunityWorks North Dakota is providing the remainder of the local match, $89,904.
The Mandan City Commission additionally approved payments in lieu of taxes for the 
project to help it cash flow. The developer will pay local taxing entities a fixed $20,000 
annually for the first five years following renovation with a 3 percent escalator in years six 
through 15. The property currently generates only about $3,000 in property taxes.
When voting to approve the assistance, Mayor Tim Helbling cited the need to address the 
blighted property and “make the neighborhood whole again.” 

Sign ordinance
The policy has been and the ordinance will serve as the basis for MARC’s consideration 
of applications for sign permits. Permits are required for most sign types with exceptions 
outlined in the documents. 
Major changes are proposed as follows:
• The allowable wall sign size in relation to the wall that it is attached to will be reduced 

from 40 percent to 20 percent.
• Portable sign companies will need to register with the city and provide the Building 

Inspection Department with a monthly update on the location of each sign.
• The number of days per calendar year that portable signs can be used would be set at 

240 days, which is actually more generous than the currently policy, albeit enforcement 
has been challenging.

• Banners, flags and streamers are grouped under temporary signs.
• The length of streamers allowed on a lot will be limited to three (3) times the width of the 

lot.
The ordinance notes that temporary or portable off-premise signs are treated the same 
as permanent billboards under federal law administered by the N.D. Department of 
Transportation. Signs proposed to be located along federal aid routes that are impacted 
by the federal rules regulating off-premise signs must receive written permission from the 
NDDOT with a copy presented to the Building Inspection Department prior to placement.
Permanent signs that are non-compliant with the ordinance will generally be allowed to 
remain until such time as there is a need to update due to a change in the business enterprise, 
or a construction or renovation project.
The proposed ordinance is posted to www.cityofmandan.com under the tab for City 
Commission – Meeting Agendas and once confirmed will be available under the Businesses 
tab. Copies may also be made available upon request at City Hall. To obtain a sign permit or 
register a portable sign, please contact the Building Inspection Department, phone 667-3230.
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