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MANDAN REMEDIATION TRUST (MRT)  
November 4, 2014 

    
Meeting:   253rd Official Meeting        
Date:   November 4, 2014 
Location:   Mandan City Hall, 205 2nd Ave. NW 
Time:   10:00 A.M. 
 
 The MRT meeting was called to order by Jim Neubauer.  Dave Glatt and Fritz 
Schwindt were present.  Also, Scott Radig and Marilyn Mertz, North Dakota Department 
of Health, and Steve Himmelspach, Mandan Wastewater Treatment Plant were present.   
 
 Minutes.  October 7, 2014 minutes were reviewed.   
 
 Motion.  Schwindt moved to approve the October 7, 2014 minutes; second by 
Glatt.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
 BND Statement.  Received the BND bank statement for the period ending                                                                                  
September 30, 2014.  Showing an ending balance of $7,072,224.48.  We had one 
payment request paid.  The interest was $290.79.  This is to acknowledge that we have 
received and reviewed the BND statement.   
 
 Pay Request.  Received a bill from LBG, invoice dated October 17, 2014 in the 
amount of $28,721.16.  Comments:  Radig indicated the only unusual thing was the 
sludge disposal that went to Clean Harbors for $3,600 plus dollars.  
 
 Also, they had some repair parts or supplies for $7,000.   
  
 Motion.  Schwindt moved to approve payment to LBG in the amount of 
$28,721.16 for the billing date of October 17, 2014; second by Glatt.  All ayes.  Motion 
carried. 
 
 Pay Request.  City of Mandan request for the industrial wastewater charges 
statement dated October 31, 2014 totaling $1,049.06 for the period of September 1, 
2014 through September 30, 2014.  Comments:  It is a little bit higher than normal.  A lot 
of it depends on when the city has done the meter readings. 
 
 Motion.  A motion by Glatt and a second by Schwindt to approve paying Mandan 
$1,049.06 for wastewater charges for September 1 through September 30, 2014.  All 
ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
 Pay Request.  Received the Brady Martz billing for a total of $5,400 for the 2013 
audit which was just completed.  In the past, we have split that 70/30 percent.  The MRT 
pays 70 percent.  Thirty percent gets paid by the Supplemental Environmental Project’s 
Trust.   
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 Motion.  Schwindt moved to approve payment to Brady Martz for $3,780 for the 
2013 audit; second by Glatt.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
 Neubauer indicated he will schedule a conference call for the SEP to be paid, 
which is $300 and also the audit billing of about $1,620. 
 
 Schwindt – Is it acceptable just to do an email relating to open records, etc.? 
 
 Neubauer – We could schedule it and do a conference call.   
 
 We do have a document from Brady Martz asking if there was any unusual 
transaction(s) that may have occurred after the audit was done.  Neubauer does not 
know of any and doesn’t think there were any.  If OK, he will sign the document and 
send it back to them saying there was nothing unusual.  Trustees agreed there was 
nothing.  
 
 Industrial Pretreatment Program and Duration   
 
 Himmelspach – I just want to put something in my file so when EPA comes or the 
state comes and knocks on the door just an update as to where we are at.  Maybe we 
can get a rough time frame on when it will be completed or where we are at volume 
wise, etc., just to update my file and where we are at for my inspections.  That’s why I 
am here. 
 
 Neubauer – If I was to venture a guess, it would probably be another couple of 
years. 
 
 Glatt – About two years because there will be a shutdown period and then there 
will be an evaluation period after that based on current groundwater levels.  If  after that 
nothing shows up, it will probably be about two years. 
 
 Himmelspach – The reason that last bill was higher was because the volume 
went up.  It was 65,000 cubic feet. 
 
 Glatt – When we talk about Starion and those other things, you would think we 
would start to see that decline. 
 
 Schwindt – You would sure think so, unless because of the wet weather we had 
in August that did something to the groundwater elevation.  Therefore, they didn’t adjust 
the tubes right away or maybe not at all, but if the groundwater elevation rose, then they 
were probably sucking more water that was coming through the system.  As far as the 
number of wells and things like that, I don’t think that changed so that is the only 
explanation that I can come up with as far as why the volume would have increased.  I 
would think that over the next two years we will gradually be shutting down more of the 
wells so the volume of water that we generate should decrease over time. 
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 Himmelspach – I guess what I was expecting for some reason and then the 
groundwater issue.  I can talk to Rusty Krikava.  I do need to go down there and do a 
visual.  Krikava said to call him anytime and they will do a walk through and I can just 
write that down and date it and report it so it is in my file also.  I will do that in the next 
couple of weeks. 
 
 Glatt – It is one of those things that 90 plus percent there is something that could 
show up. 
 
 Schwindt – The system is pretty stable.   
 
 Radig – A few pockets here and there.   
 
 Neubauer – Do you see anything unusual coming down here for us? 
 
 Himmelspach – They do a pretty good job.  Of course, they are still testing and 
monitoring.  We scaled way back with that frequency.  We can do that because they 
have been so consistent.  I haven’t seen any changes on that end.  I have never seen 
any affect that it would cause us with the monitoring.   
 
 Schwindt – I was just going to ask you whether you have ever seen any adverse 
affects out at the plant from what we are doing. 
 
 Himmelspach – No. There are times that we have things happen at the plant that 
are unanswered, but they could be related but there is no way of knowing for sure.  It’s 
been like that before this happened.  It’s hard to point fingers; needle in the haystack 
type thing.   
 
 Glatt – I think the overall process has worked pretty well from our perspective 
obviously.  If it hasn’t from yours, let us know. 
 
 Himmelspach – No, they have been really good.  If they ever have any changes 
they want or request they are really good to work with.  Rusty the same way down there 
he’s more than open anytime to come visit him.   
 
 Neubauer – You are always welcome. 
 
 Himmelspach left the meeting. 
 
 Starion Bank.  Manifold 2-4, which they would like to install an emergency 
generator at that location.  The timeline is if they know today that the manifold and the 
11 wells associated with it are going to be decommissioned then they in essence would 
say we can start planning to put a generator on in April or May.  Or if it is going to be 
longer, then we just need to say it is going to be longer. 
 
 Glatt – So they are not saying we need it by this date?  It is just give us some 
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idea where we are heading so we can plan. 
 
 Neubauer – They put it to me like this.  We do all our processing in our back 
room operations for the entire Starion crew in Mandan.  We need to have a backup 
generator in case something goes down and this is a location and therefore we would 
really like to have that spot.  We don’t want to compromise because of that issue. 
 
 Glatt – We are getting close.   What does the latest monitoring show in that area? 
 
 Schwindt – Well, there hasn’t been any since last spring. 
 
 Glatt – What did we show then? 
 
 Schwindt – There isn’t anything, but I didn’t look at this closely enough.  That’s 
the problem.  It looks like it goes all the way over and picks up the LEC.   
 
 Radig – Well, from this list. 
 
 Schwindt – Those are the wells that are tied directly to the manifold.  Here’s 
Starion right here.  Here’s the manifold that they are talking about.  There are two of 
them.  The other one is right here.  This one we have to keep because that one pulls 
everything from the Fire Station.  All the plumbing goes through that. 
 
 Radig – All those from 2-4 are scheduled to be plugged and abandoned next 
spring.   
 
 Schwindt – The wells are, yes.  However, I just looked at that and it looks like the 
plumbing for the LEC also goes through that manifold.    
 
 Glatt – Is there a way to tie this in?  If we are abandoning other wells, is that 
going to be too much of a load on that?   
 
 Schwindt – Probably not.  What we might be able to do within this manifold you 
connect those pipes that serve the LEC over here and just run them straight through.  I 
wouldn’t think there would be any particular controls in there. 
 
 Glatt – Right, because if we are shutting down wells, we might be able to just tie 
it in there and still have coverage. 
 
 Schwindt – We would just need to maintain these main lines coming from right 
over here. 
 
 Glatt -- Maybe we can ask LBG to see if that is doable. 
 
 Schwindt – I’m sure it is.  It is just a matter of having the right pipes and then you 
weld those back together again below grade. 
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 Glatt – Is that an option then for us to look at?  Starion can get what they want 
and we still maintain coverage. 
 
 Schwindt – I would think so. 
 
 Glatt – We can ask LBG if there are any issues that they see--mechanically. 
 
 Schwindt – I suppose when they come in to remove this building the manifold we 
can have them excavate down and tie the lines together for us. 
 
 Glatt – Is that on a pad? 
 
 Schwindt – It’s not on a pad.  There is a little foundation going all the way around, 
but there is just dirt inside because all the pipes run through the dirt.  I am thinking what 
we do is probably have them cut the pipe off below grade because that is what we were 
talking about if we would abandon.  We would cut everything off below grade then when 
they do that if we can take those two main lines that service this area from the LEC over 
here and just fuse those back together and then they can just be underground. 
 
 Neubauer – Do you want to talk to LBG about that how we want to do that if that 
is doable? 
 
 Glatt – It’s doable.  It is just whenever Starion or whenever we can get someone 
out there to do the work. 
 
 Schwindt – If they are going to go in and excavate, I don’t know what their plans 
are.  I could stop by Starion and talk to them and ask if they have any plans. 
 
 Neubauer – I have the phone number for the guy. 
 
 Schwindt – OK.  Is that a contractor? 
 
 Neubauer – I think he is their building guy. 
 
 Schwindt – It would be simpler to keep that going this way rather than the other 
option.  It isn’t a very good one either to try to tie the LEC back into these systems that 
come this way.   
 
 Glatt – The proximity unless there is something we are not seeing or don’t know 
about. 
 
 Schwindt – When I initially looked at it, I was just looking at this manifold and 
what it provides.  I didn’t realize it goes all the way back over here. 
 
 Glatt – I think there is a potential fix to take care of that. 
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 Schwindt – I think so. 
 
 Neubauer – Several things probably would have to happen to give the green light 
to say you can abandon those wells.  Do we need another measuring event? 
 
 Schwindt – That’s what we talked about last spring.  I don’t see that as really 
difficult to do for Jason Vander Linden to go do another 11 wells.   
 
 Glatt – I think that would be a good thing. 
 
 Neubauer – I would hate to say to Starion go ahead, start planning, and move 
your generator there and we do a measuring event this spring and find a problem. 
 
 Glatt – The message back to Starion is that there is some potential.  We are 
looking at how to expedite this.  We need to do a little bit more monitoring to make sure 
the background looks good and if that does it is a matter of whether or not we can 
connect to another manifold if that can happen and have the answer for him relatively 
soon.  Right now it is looking positive.  I think just let them know we are working on it. 
 
 Neubauer – I think from their standpoint they are thinking probably six months to 
order a generator.  I think they need to know now before they order that stuff—six 
months out and say can we do this or not. 
 
 Glatt – So they are looking at next spring? 
 
 Neubauer -- Or say here this is what we want to have a generator there.  
Otherwise we have to spend a whole bunch of money doing repairs or maintenance to 
whatever their existing backup system is. 
 
 Glatt – Tell them to give us a couple of weeks to get that information. 
 
 Schwindt – You didn’t contact LBG about doing a monitoring event for those, did 
you? 
 
 Radig – No, I haven’t. 
 
 Schwindt – I can talk to Krikava and see what it would take.   
 
 Glatt – Why don’t you talk to Krikava?   
 
 Neubauer – So we will see about doing monitoring of those 11 wells, we will talk 
to LBG about doing the connections.  If everything is looking positive for the tracking 
event we will have to hire someone to come in and cut the pipes off down below or do 
we talk to Starion. 
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 Schwindt – That’s why I would like to talk to the facility’s guy to find out what they 
plan to do on the site because if they are going to excavate everything out, then it would 
be a matter of Ferguson or Northern Water Works who has a fusing machine because 
we had looked at hiring them before to do some fusing for us.  I don’t know if we pay for 
that or Starion pays for it.  Typically, what we have done in the past if there is a 
modification to the system whoever is doing the modification pays for it.  
 
 Neubauer – That sounds like a plan.  I will indicate that back to the folks at 
Starion.  I will get the name and number for you. 
 
 Schwindt – This is the data from that manifold.  There is only one well and that is 
2410 and is on the north side of the bank that had some free-product several years ago.  
Then there is a monitoring well that doesn’t show up on this map but it is right to the 
west of that particular well that showed about the same amount of free-product in there.  
It was pretty limited. 
 
 Glatt – So here it is two hundredths of an inch. 
 
 Schwindt – Two hundredths of a foot.  Our closure criteria is a tenth. 
 
 Radig – If it hasn’t had any since then. 
 
 Glatt – So they are all recommendations to abandon. 
 
 Neubauer – OK.   
 
 Schwindt – I didn’t go back to look and see exactly what they were proposing for 
manifold 2-4, because I didn’t realize we were dealing with this stuff here so I need to 
look at that too.  I just assumed that they were proposing to eliminate 2-4. 
 
 No further business.   
 
 Next Meeting.   December 2, 2014 at 10:00 a.m. 
 
 Motion to Adjourn.  Schwindt moved to adjourn at 10:29 a.m.; second by Glatt.  
All ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
     
 


