
1 

 

MANDAN REMEDIATION TRUST (MRT)  
March 27, 2012 

    
Meeting:   223rd Official Meeting 
Date:   March 27, 2012 
Location:   Mandan City Hall, 205 2nd Ave. NW 
Time:   10:00 A.M. 
 
 The MRT meeting was called to order by Jim Neubauer.  Fritz Schwindt and  
Dave Glatt were present.  Scott Radig and Marilyn Mertz, North Dakota Department of 
Health, were present.  
 
 Minutes.  Feb. 21, 2012 minutes were reviewed and revisions were made. 
 
 Motion.  Schwindt moved to approve the Feb. 21, 2012 minutes; second by 
Neubauer.  All ayes.  Motion carried.   
 
 BND Statement.  Received Bank of North Dakota statement ending Feb. 2012, 
the balance is $7,901,403.98.   
 
 Pay Request.  LBG’s invoice dated March 22, 2012 in the amount of $25,880.71.  
Radig noted when he reviewed that on the developer interaction the liaison task on the 
first page the hourly rate they were charging was last year’s rate of 3 percent instead of 
the 2012 rate of 3.2 percent.  Brad Peschong said they would not charge us the extra 
this time.    
 
 Motion.  Schwindt moved to approve March 22, 2012 LBG invoice in the amount 
of $25,880.71; second by Neubauer.  All ayes.  Motion carried.   
 
 Pay Request.  LBG’s invoice dated Jan. 19, 2012 in the amount of $25,632.71.  
 
 Motion.  Schwindt moved approval to LBG pay request based on the Jan. 19, 
2012 billing in the amount of $27,632.71, which may have been approved before.  
Second by Neubauer.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
 Pay Request:  City of Mandan wastewater discharge plant charges statement 
covering Jan. through Feb. 27, 2012 for $1,156.99.   
 
 Motion.  Schwindt moved approval to reimburse the City of Mandan for 
$1,156.99 for wastewater treatment charges; second by Neubauer.  All ayes.  Motion 
carried. 
 
 Army Surplus Store.  Neubauer indicated they were taking fluid measurements 
out and about and they asked me:  Did the Army Surplus store next to Vicky’s [Place] 
install any wells in there?  I sent Ken Kytta that information yesterday.  He was going to 
give it to Rich Thorpe and tell him they are ready to go.  I’m getting questions from Al 
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Leingang and Loren Galpin on the status of the Iverson building.  What can they do?  
What can’t they do as far as the wells outside and inside?  How do we go about 
deciding to keep the monitoring wells in or out? 
 
 Radig:  On the east side I think all of those can come out.  We talked about that 
last month.  We just need measurements on the inside through this summer. 
 
 Schwindt:  The question is whether we need to continue operating that one well 
that is inside the building?  Because we don’t have the data on it, we were going to try 
to get several data points between now and this fall when construction would begin is 
my understanding.  Based on that data that we have, we may be able to eliminate that 
well as well.  If we keep that well, it is my understanding that we could still eliminate the 
west manifold, but we may have to reconnect some pipes to take that one well that is in 
the building back over to the main Remediation building.  That was the only data point 
we were concerned about.   
 
 Decommissioning.  Neubauer questioned if the MRT would need something 
from the Health Department saying that we can decommission the east side.  Then who 
do we hire?  Who do we have decommission that manifold?   
 
 Glatt explained that the first step would be to get a letter from the city to be very 
clear on what wells they are looking at for decommissioning.  All the wells to the east or 
do you still want some central wells along the northern side. 
 
 Radig indicated there would still be a couple of monitoring wells.  
 
 Glatt:  That’s why we want to be clear on what wells the city or developer is 
looking at eliminating.  Be clear on that. 
 
 Schwindt:  Use that wording LBG used in their letter to report to us.  It talked 
about development stuff or do you want an additional letter from the city saying, can we 
abandon this? 
 
 Glatt:  I would like it from the city.  That’s specific.  This is what we want.   
 
 Neubauer:  Do we want monitoring wells along there?   
 
 Radig noted there are a couple of monitoring wells along the south.  They are not 
connected to any manifold.   
 
 Schwindt thought there may be a monitoring well on the west side of the building.  
There might be one on the east side.   
 
 Radig:  Once you get closer to O’Reilly’s there is one over toward that end of the 
parking lot and that is the farthest east one there is.  
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 Glatt:  It sounds like you definitely are on fast forward and these can be taken 
care of so the development of the Iverson building can move forward. 
 
 Schwindt:  I think the blue one is a monitoring well.  There is one on the 
southwest corner; one over here to the west; one inside the building, maybe. 
 
 Neubauer:  One over here on railroad property. 
 
     Glatt:  Do we identify all those wells that were on Library Square?  How specific 
were we on that? 
 
 Radig:  We moved them around. 
 
 Schwindt:  We moved a couple of them, but we abandoned 3, I think. 
 
 Radig:  I think all we did was require that it be under the supervision of a certified 
well driller. 
 
 Schwindt:  But there wasn’t a paper trail, a letter saying we were going to 
abandon these? 
 
 Radig:  I don’t recall that. 
 
 Glatt:  We need a letter to identify them.   
 
 Neubauer:  To decommission them, how do you want it? 
 
 Glatt:  You are going to want casing cut below grade to a certain extent. 
 
    Neubauer:  These guys can identify that.  We shoot that to you and you say here 
is how we would like you to do and then it comes back to the MRT to say OK. 
 
 Schwindt:  We had hired Water Supply to plug them.  Roger Schmitt from Water 
Supply came in and plugged the casing.  I think once the casing was plugged, and then 
I think the top end was just destroyed in the construction process. 
  
 Radig:  So a big part of that area is going to stay as parking lot so I don’t know 
how much.   
 
 Glatt:  You just want that protective piece before you take it out. 
 
 Radig:  That flush mount thing we want taken out.   
 
 Schwindt:  Some of the area is gravel.  So you just need to pull the cement collar 
as well.  I’m not sure how we go about getting it out or do we just hire a contractor on a 
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time and materials basis and have it done that way?  It seems like that is what we did  
with Water Supply. 
 
  Glatt:  Did the MRT pay for it?     
  
 Schwindt:  We paid Water Supply $600 for abandoning the wells.   
 
 Radig:  This would be the MRT hiring.  Either that or we have LBG do it and do it 
as a subcontractor then MRT doesn’t have to, but then you get their markup on it. 
 
 Glatt:  Maybe just talk to Roger Schmitt this week and say what do you charge 
for “x” number of wells to be taken care of.   
 
 Schwindt:  Isn’t it if you are under $25,000 you don’t have to bid?   
 
 Neubauer:  We do $2,500.  All we do is I get three quotes and if it is under 
$2,500.   
 
 Schwindt:  Plugging the wells is not a big issue.  It is more the removal of the 
manifolds or if we have to reconnect the manifolds.  That might be more LBG. 
 
 Radig:  You just want to do it as a whole package because you will have to 
remove those manifolds?    
 
 Neubauer:  We might be able to hire them to plug the wells.  After that LBG can 
decommission the manifold.  They may have contacts out there that can utilize that 
equipment. 
 
 Glatt:  And their expertise.   
 
 Schwindt:   That’s why I was asking some of these questions last time.  Where’s 
the power back there.  We can probably figure some of that out by looking at the plan.  I 
can sit down with Loren Galpin or whoever if they want to discuss what they can or can’t 
do there.  I can sit down and do that.  What kind of timeline do they have?   
 
 Neubauer:  They won’t be breaking ground until Sept. 
 
 Schwindt:  The manifolds and stuff wouldn’t have to be gone by then either.   
 
 Neubauer:  I think when they decide to do the parking lot they would like to make 
sure that it is out of there. 
 
 Schwindt:  Depending on who they have for a contractor, should we consider just 
having them do it instead of having another contractor come in and mess around with all 
that stuff at the same time. 
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 Neubauer:  We will get a timeline from them.  The longer they stay there, the 
better off we are.  Just make sure it is coordinated.  If they say we are not going to do 
anything to the parking lot until next spring, we can leave it there. 
 
 Schwindt:  If we had them do it, then they could take whatever stuff that needs to 
be removed down to the level that is acceptable to them. 
 
 Radig:  We would probably have to supervise some of that to make sure they do 
it right. 
 
 Schwindt:  I could see taking out some of the electric valves and stuff like that 
that is in the manifolds, but other than that it is just a bunch of piping.   
 
 Neubauer:  The electronics and control mechanisms in the manifold that are of 
any value themselves at all. 
 
 Schwindt:  It is mostly an electric valve on each set of pipes. 
 
 City Letter.  Neubauer will get a letter so Radig can start that. 
 
 Task.  Arvy Smith signed the 2012 Task. 
 
 2011 Audit.  Neubauer did sign the agreement to have Brady Martz start the 
2011 audit but has not heard from them.   
 
 LEC.  Schwindt went over to the LEC this morning.  He did go over there after 
the last meeting, but didn’t have time to get through their security.  Finally, they had a 
key that worked in the elevator.  Back then the groundwater management system was 
averaging right around 600 gallons per day.  Early this month over a 5-day period it 
looked like it was producing about 300 gallons a day.  Now, the last 5 days it was about 
250 gallons a day.  It is slowly coming down.  LEC’s notes in their book for the last two 
months indicated there hasn’t been any odor.   
 
 Glatt:  Any offices down there? 
 
 Schwindt:  I think the one canine unit has an office down there.  I don’t know 
whether anybody else has of yet.  They had some kind of a training class going on in 
that center area.  There was about 20 or so people in there.  I couldn’t find the janitor. 
 
 Manifolds.  Schwindt did drive around and looked at the manifolds.  There are 
those corner trim pieces that some of the paint is starting to peel this far (12” – 18”) off 
the ground.  I don’t know if that is worth trying to fix or to let it go.  I think before the 
wood rots out on those the manifold itself will be gone anyway. 
 
 Neubauer:  Just keep an eye on it and make sure it doesn’t become an eye sore.  
You haven’t noticed anything going through there? 
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 Schwindt:  It’s kind of dark.  Other than that I didn’t notice any particular problem 
with the manifolds.   
 
 Progress Report:  Schwindt talked to Ellen Huber and she said she hadn’t 
gotten very far with the Progress Report.  I guess what I was going to do was to try to 
look at this and see if there was some different kind of message we want to send.  We 
talked about trying to look more into the future rather than dwelling on history so much. 
So far we are on the downward path.  Any particular things you want to see in there?   
 
 Glatt:  More emphasis on success and now we are ready for the next phase and 
will start looking at closure.   
 
 Neubauer:  Maybe a paragraph on the LEC on how the system performed during 
the high groundwater event this past summer.   
 
 Glatt:  Positive stuff. 
 
 Schwindt:  Starting to shutdown some areas to accommodate development. 
 
 Radig:  Reaching our remediation goals. 
 
 Glatt:  State that we have originally met our remediation goals…. 
 
 Iverson Building.  Schwindt:  Were you going to go ahead and have LBG 
provide those as-builts in reference to that e-mail that you sent?  
 
 Neubauer:  If we take out the east side potentially, it might be easier to just have 
a walk through with him face-to-face and see exactly OK if he hears we can take the 
stuff out on the east side that kind of solves their issues.   
 
 Schwindt:  You have a copy of the as-builts, if he wants them.   
 
 Neubauer:  The only concern would be if they do the elevator on the east side, 
which is their plan.  If we abandon there, is he going to hit a well or pipe?  I don’t know 
how far, I don’t think he knows how far yet from the building how far the elevator is 
going to come out.  Give him the green light to say, I don’t think you have to worry about 
putting the elevator here or here or here as far as what we have going on.  Not to worry 
about that concern.  I will chat with him today and see if I can find a time that works so 
he understands. 
 
 Schwindt:  If they are concerned about footings or where those particular lines 
are Dave Auch should be able to locate those again. 
 
 Next Meeting:  May 1, 2012 at 10:00 a.m. 
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 Motion to Adjourn:  Glatt moved to adjourn at 10:36 a.m.; second by Schwindt.  
All ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
 
 
   
 
        
 
  
  
 
 
 
 


