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MANDAN REMEDIATION TRUST (MRT)  
June 4, 2013 

    
Meeting:   236th Official Meeting        
Date:    June 4, 2013 
Location:   Mandan City Hall, 205 2nd Ave. NW 
Time:   10:00 A.M. 
 
 The MRT meeting was called to order by Jim Neubauer.  Dave Glatt and Fritz Schwindt 
were present.  Scott Radig and Marilyn Mertz, North Dakota Department of Health were 
present.   
 
 Minutes.  May 14, 2013 minutes. 
 
 Motion.  Schwindt moved to approve the May 14, 2013 minutes as amended; second by 
Glatt.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
 

Pay Request.  Received LBG’s bill dated May 24, 2013, Invoice No. 201305323 in the 
total amount of $19,978.28.   

 
Radig noted the waste disposal fees—the vac truck services for getting rid of the sludge 

are as high as ever and still going up.  Don’t understand change in prices. 
 
 Schwindt indicated the $1,400 is better than the $4,000 they charged last time.  
 
Schwindt called Tri-B out of Minot and he said, I don’t know whether we are interested.   

He said his son was in the process of trying to take over the Tri-B situation here and I will have 
him give you a call back if he is interested.  Don’t know if he is not interested or it’s too early to 
say one way or another.  So that is still a possibility. 

 
Radig – Did you check with Safety Kleen? 
 
Schwindt – I did not. That was the only one I called.  I was waiting for him to call back.  I 

can do that. 
 
Radig – Safety Kleen is probably the other one locally here.  They have a shop in 

Bismarck and service western North Dakota.  I don’t know what their prices are.   
 
Neubauer -- So is the big cost to dispose it up at Sawyer $1,400?  So we will have to 

pay that no matter what.  Correct, it is just the matter of $1,400 to transport it up. 
 
 Motion.  Schwindt moved to approve LBG’s May 24, 2013 invoice in the amount of 
$19,978.28; second by Glatt.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 
Pay Request.  We have the city of Mandan’s industrial wastewater charges of $1,956.35 

for the period of April 1 through April 30, 2013.  
 
Radig – The water level is going up so they are getting a lot of water.  They have to go in 

and adjust the tubes.  If the water goes up, they pump more. 
 
 Motion.  Schwindt moved approval to pay the city of Mandan $1,956.35 for the April  
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wastewater industrial surcharge.  Second by Glatt.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
 Iverson Building.  Received that email yesterday–not sure you had time to look at it.   
 

Radig – It came in yesterday.  I was not in the office yesterday. 
 
Schwindt – It basically re-summarizes the same position that LBG had in their February 

2012 letter to us about getting rid of those 2 manifolds or actually the west manifold.  They 
focused on this one basically saying that there was one recording that they had of free-product 
in 3407 on the west side of the Iverson building, which showed about 0.2 of a foot of free 
product.  After the latest measurement, they stuck a tube in there and worked it for a little while.  
It doesn’t show free-product now.  My discussions with Rusty Krikava are occasionally they 
have found free-product in that well even though it is not recorded here.  As he is operating the 
system they just check the free-product occasionally and so they will stick a tube in there or turn 
the MPE system on that particular well and they will just remove whatever is there and it 
disappears for a long time.   

 
He said after they did free-product removal on 3401, which is the north well inside the 

building last summer after we had requested them to do that, they haven’t found anything in 
there since then.  LBG’s position is that they think that whole manifold can be removed if that’s 
our wish.  In my discussions with Loren Galpin he would like to maintain a connection to the 
north well in the building 3401 just in case.  That might be possible to do by reconnecting the 
pipe directly to the 2 pipes that go to that well--reconnect those directly back to the treatment 
building and we could continue to do that.  He asked about costs and I said typically those costs 
are developer’s costs.  He was wondering whether he was to pay for the excavation and 
whether we would pay for the connection costs.  

 
 I tried getting a price from Northern Waterworks.  They do have a fusing machine.  I 

think they came over and did some of that work where the Furniture First building was 
reconnected.  The guy couldn’t tell me when I was talking to him this morning what that hourly 
rate was, but typically they have an hourly rate for the technician and travel costs and stuff like 
that.  Basically, if you are only talking 4 fusions, both ends and 2 pipes that you are re-attaching, 
he says, it shouldn’t be more than a couple of hours.  You are probably talking $500 or less or 
something like that.  That is just my guess.  It boils down to do we want to get rid of 3407?  
When I was talking with Galpin, I didn’t know that 3407 had shown up with that little bit of free-
product so he doesn’t know that fact as of yet.  I haven’t relayed that information to him.  I guess 
I wanted to talk to you guys to see whether you thought it was an issue or not.   

 
Glatt – Where is the water level in relation to the monitoring well foundation or slab?   
 
Schwindt – I don’t know.  Another option I told Galpin was that maybe we could do a 

venting system up the side of the building like we did at the apartment building.   
 
Glatt – Don’t know if it’s just a passive vent. 
 
Schwindt – I think on that one we actually had a little power.   
 
Glatt – But I don’t know if you need to go that far.  You could set it up that way, you 

could add something.  In the interim you could add something more passive.  That might not be 
a bad idea.  
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Schwindt – And he didn’t think that was necessarily bad because all the work they are 
going to be doing to run a pipe up inside the building or outside the building, he says we could 
even do it inside the building.  You are talking a 3- or 4-inch pipe is all you are talking about.   

 
Glatt – Probably do it now when they have everything ripped apart.   
 
Schwindt – Right, as long as they are going to be doing stuff it wouldn’t be a big deal to 

put it on a pipe. 
 
Glatt – In my mind, that would provide another layer of protection and probably be cost-

effective to do it now.   
 
Schwindt – Rather than hooking the well back into the system. 
 
Glatt – When you look at the readings of some of the other wells in the area there is not 

a whole lot there.  Hydraulic gradient is going to the south.  Potential for a problem is small. 
 
Schwindt – If we were to try to hook up 2 wells then it becomes more complicated 

because you have to be able to control the MPE going to both wells.  Paul Donovan is available 
if we want to talk to him about it. 

 
Glatt – What 2 wells would you hook up? 
 
Schwindt – The one inside the building: 1 and 7. 
 
Glatt – And he would like to maintain 3401. 
 
Schwindt -- That’s what he would like. 
 
Glatt – Is that the one you would hook to a passive system? 
 
Schwindt – Well, as an alternative, if we weren’t going to hook it back in the system then 

you could look at a passive system.  The one thing I didn’t discuss with Galpin was how long are 
we actually going to be operating the system?  Is it worth doing all the reconnecting and all that 
stuff?  Then we are going to shut the thing down within a couple of years hopefully so what have 
you gained? 

 
Glatt – That’s what I’m thinking.  I don’t know how much of a benefit would show on a 

longer-term; short-term a little bit.  That’s why I think hooking it up to a venting system just do 
that now separate from the manifold.  I would just hook up a passive system for now and if they 
need or have it designed where they could add something more mechanical to provide suction 
that they could use in the future, but I don’t think it is going to show a whole lot of issues. 

 
Radig – It’s probably not. 
 
Glatt – Because before remediation periodically I think the sump showed something 

where you had some odor complaints from there. 
 
Schwindt – I don’t think we ever had odor complaints from that building. 
 
Radig – Yeah, we did.  We went over there.  It was very intermittent. 
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Glatt – Because we investigated that a couple of times.  It wasn’t constant.  It wasn’t like 

the Law Enforcement Center, not even close, but there were a few complaints. 
 
Schwindt – I guess I don’t remember those. 
 
Glatt – I think at this stage after significant remediation, I don’t think that is going to be a 

problem. 
 
Schwindt – Should we try to get Galpin on the phone?  I guess if he is insistent on 

hooking the system back together again are we going to accommodate that? 
 
Glatt – How much of the cost would be associated to us from the disconnect?  Would it 

be much? 
 
Schwindt – No. 
 
Glatt – I just don’t know what the additional benefit would be at this point in time.  
 
Schwindt – A little bit more assurance for him is the benefit if something were to develop 

in the next couple of years. 
 
Radig – I’m sure it is a selling point so he can tell his lessees.  We are still connected to 

the system. 
 
Glatt – To make it clear in my mind then you would want 3401 and 3407 connected or 

are we abandoning 3407? 
 
Radig – He hasn’t asked about 3407 and Schwindt says he doesn’t know about 3407. 
 
Glatt – What about 3402? 
 
Schwindt - He’s OK with doing away with that one because that one has historically not 

had free-product in. 
 
Radig -- It’s just 3 years. 
 
Glatt – It’s more centrally located if he is just looking at a vapor extraction system. 
 
Schwindt – I guess if we wanted to do a vapor extraction either one would probably  

work. 
  
 Glatt – It just seems more centrally located to the building. 
 
 Schwindt – Perhaps a little bit.  It seems like that one is closer to the west wall when I 
was in there the other day. 
 
 Radig – I don’t know how accurate that dot is. 
 
 Schwindt – I guess the other one has had more product in it occasionally.  Maybe the 
soil is a little more contaminated there.  I don’t know.   
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 Glatt – Can we keep both of them? 
 
 Radig – That would be more piping interior.  That would be the only way you could do it. 
 
 Schwindt -- Well they both come together on the west wall and they exit the wall in a 
space this wide.  All the piping comes together. 
 
 Radig – Right.  You just need to connect your blower system right there.  You could 
connect it to both. 
 
 Schwindt – You could, yeah.   
 
 Glatt -- It would be more assurance.  Two is better than one. 
 
 Neubauer – That is 3402 that is in the way. 
 
 Schwindt – Right.  Both of them are just right out in the middle of nowhere.  What his 
specific plans are I don’t know for the basement. 
 
 Glatt – So from the MRT standpoint, we’re kind of open.  If he wants to hook it up to the 
manifold I’m not hearing a whole lot of judging other than that be aware a few years down the 
road, we may be disconnecting this whole thing and then he will have to make a decision 
whether he wants to continue those pipe along the side or maybe you just want to do that now. 
 
 Schwindt – Just do it now. 
 
 Glatt – That would still provide them some protection.  I would at this point make a 
passive system with the ability to hook something onto in the future.  That would be the way to 
go.  There are only 2 options available.  He does the excavation.  We would be open to doing 
the pipe connection. 
 
 Schwindt – I don’t have any objection to doing that.  That seems like a relatively small fix 
to maintain some public relations or whatever.   
 

Glatt – I think the excavation part would be the biggest. 
 
Schwindt – It would because all that pipe is coming into that manifold building so they 

have to excavate down and around all those pipe to try to get all that freed up before you can 
even…. 

 
Glatt – But do you damage the pipes when doing that? 

 
 Radig – They are all going to be cut off except the one. 
 
 Schwindt – And you are going to be fusing. 
 
 Neubauer – We are OK then with 3402 and keep 3401 hooked up and use passive and 
vent it outside; 3407 goes away.  The manifold building on the west side goes away. 
 
 Schwindt – You are OK with doing away with 3407 as well? 
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 Glatt – Yeah, 3407, 3402 and leave that up to him….  We may want to select 02 over 01.  
I guess I would leave that up to him.  The recent history of that area shows that it has been 
significantly remediated.  It shows a little bit of free-product on the end, but it doesn’t seem too 
widespread.   
 
 Neubauer – What wells are connected to that? 
 
 Radig – Everything that starts with 34. 
 
 Schwindt – All those red ones.  
 
 Neubauer – All of 34 going to the Iverson those are OK.   
 
 Schwindt – Everything goes away.   
 
 Glatt – West of the parking lot? 
 
 Radig – Between the Remediation building and the Iverson. 
 
 Neubauer – Then we turn 3406, 3409, 3410, 3411, and 3413 into just monitoring? 
 
 Schwindt – We have that one monitoring well there. 
 
 Radig – MW 4, but I would suggest just leaving them as a monitoring well for now. 
 
 Schwindt – Leave those 5 wells. 
 
 Radig – You have that whole line along the property boundary.  I would suggest not 
abandoning that row of wells at this point.  It goes along with the discussion of Burlington 
Northern’s request to abandon wells. 
 
 Glatt – In my mind, we will have several phases of abandonment to dig these up in the 
future.  When we say abandon that manifold, all the piping would still be in place, but it is not 
going to be operated--the wells to the west of the Iverson building. 
 
 Radig – All those pipes come up out of the ground so they will have to be cut off. 
 
 Glatt – For whatever reason, your chances are small, if you wanted to start that thing. 
 
 Radig – It would be a major undertaking. 
 
 Glatt – So once we say it is done, it is done. 
 
 Schwindt – The only thing you could possibly do is some work to use a stinger tube that 
they have used in some of the other locations where you could probably tie it back over 
somewhere by the treatment building there.  There is that one well 3021. 
 
 Glatt – With all the wells, the only thing you have seen is free-product is 3401 and 3407? 
 
 Radig – Those 2 are very sporadic.   
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 Glatt – LBG thinks it is OK to abandon them.  I’m OK with that.  If they keep 1 or 2 of 
those wells interior to the building for soil venting.  There may be a little bit of free-product and 
there may be some soil in there that is contaminated. 
 
 Radig – We know there is still contaminated soil. 
 
 Glatt – I don’t think they will get a whiff of anything--cheap insurance. 
 
 Schwindt – Do we want to pay for installing that venting system or is that his 
responsibility? 
 
 Glatt – We talked about the OK for the connection of the pipes and how we want that set 
up. 
 
 Neubauer – We really won’t have any connection to the pipe if it is going to be vented. 
 
 Schwindt – We wouldn’t have any connection. 
 
 Neubauer – We don’t have any cost then. 
 
 Glatt – But if he wants to continue, what is he connecting to?  This manifold. 
 
 Neubauer -- Is there some straight line connection? 
 
 Radig – There is 1 pipe that goes from the manifold to the Remediation building. 
 
 Schwindt – Two pipes. 
 
 Radig – If he wanted a direct connection from the building to the 1 well you could do 
that.  That’s where he would have to excavate and re-fuse those. 
 
 Glatt – That’s what he would still want. 
 
 Schwindt – That’s what he was indicating to me when I talked to him.   
 
 Glatt -- How much of an operational headache is that? 
 
 Schwindt -- I think as long as you are with 1 well it is not a big operational problem.   
 
 Neubauer – We will have some costs for…readings throughout the year. 
 
 Radig -- Not really. You have a mini manifold now instead of a bigger one.   
 

Glatt -- Would it just be 1 well? 
 
Radig – It would just be 1 well. 
 
Schwindt – One well manifold, exactly.  
 
Glatt – So we would be able to suck some vapors out of that one. 
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Radig – They can do that now.  They just shut every other row off. 
 
Schwindt – If you hook 1 well reconnecting that to the system is relatively simple just 

glue the pipe back together.  If you do more than one well than it gets complicated because you 
have to have controls, either automatic or manual in order to isolate the wells.  But I don’t know 
if you gain much by reconnecting it and like you said, if we are done operating the system in a 
couple of years what would be accomplished? 

 
Glatt – And if we are at a point we are saying we can do away with that manifold and not 

have any concerns regarding contamination, I think you would be better served just to set up if 
he wants that and set up a passive system of some sort and vent it out the top of the building.   

 
Schwindt – Do you want to talk to Galpin about that? 
 
Glatt – We can so we are all on the same page. 
 
Placed call to Galpin but there was no answer. 
 
Neubauer – Do we need anything from the Health Department to indicate that we are in 

concurrence with LBG’s recommendations as to closing that manifold?   
 
Schwindt – Did we get something last year on the other one? 
 
Radig – We’re OK with it. 
 
Glatt – If it is reflected in the minutes based on the information provided by LBG the 

monitoring information, what we have seen historically, what we have seen recent as historical 
water levels and free-product levels I wouldn’t object to abandoning that manifold.  I do think it is 
a good idea for him to maintain venting to those wells. Not that we think there will be any 
problems there, but it is just a cheap insurance that we would pay much more to provide that. 

 
Schwindt concurred. 
 
Neubauer – He may want something from a financial institution. 
 
Glatt – He probably already has something as far as the property to a bank indemnity. 
 
Radig – I don’t think we have gotten anything. 
 
Neubauer – I think a letter of No Further Action. 
 
Radig – Which bank was that? 
 
Neubauer -- American Bank Center. 
 
Glatt – We probably didn’t. 
 
Neubauer – It would have been from Al Leingang. 
 
Radig – Oh, yes, that’s right it was Leingang at that time. 
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Neubauer – Do we need to as we start peeling wells away have some kind of a timeline 

saying here are the wells that were abandoned this year and location so if John Q. Public ever 
comes and says when did you abandon them.  Circle and color code them. 

 
Glatt – Should be able to color code it pretty easily and when abandoned—what time 

frame they would abandon.  Most will be abandoned in chunks per manifold.   
 
Radig -- Was that a motion? 
 
Neubauer – Unless we want a motion to concur with the recommendation from LBG and 

the Health Department from the MRT standpoint. 
 
Schwindt – I would like that.   
 
Glatt – I would too. 
 
Motion – Schwindt moved that we concur with the recommendations of the Health 

Department and LBG on abandoning manifold 3400, and the wells associated with that.  
However, we would maintain the wells located along the south property line 3406, 13, 11, 10, 
and 9 as observation wells for the time being.  And also, we would allow Mr. Galpin the options 
of putting a passive venting system on 3401 and 3402.   

 
Neubauer -- Motion by Schwindt and second by Glatt.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
Schwindt – I did talk to Roger Schmid.  He finally called me back yesterday about 

abandoning wells and he said he could take care of that for us.  I told him I would get the 
numbers and locations so it looks like we would be doing 6, 4, 7 depending on what Galpin 
wants to do on the side of the building; 6 outside the building and 1 inside the building.  OK. 

 
I guess we don’t need to call Paul then. 
 
Glatt – It gives them some options. 
 
Neubauer – So I have no takers on the manifold building to the east.  Would Rusty 

Krikava be taking that himself? 
 
Schwindt – No, it was some person that he knew.  When I mentioned that to him he said 

he would check again with him to see whether he was still interested.  I haven’t asked him 
whether he is actually interested in it, but he said if in fact we were going to allow that he would 
like some kind of a letter from the board or the city saying you can go ahead and remove this. 

 
Glatt – We either have to take it down or somebody would take it. 
 
Schwindt -- Yeah, it would go into the Mandan Landfill probably so if we can keep it out 

of there if we can. 
 
Glatt – I think they just don’t want a manifold start disappearing around town until we are 

ready. 
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Neubauer -- You could call Krikava so if you want to tell him and say double check with 
him.  I’ve asked the park board, the school board, and our folks and I’ve got no interest.   

 
Schwindt – If you wanted to put together some generic letter on behalf of the city, to 

Whom it May Concern or something. 
 
Neubauer – I will do that. 
 
Schwindt – I was wondering if you have any objection on some of that HDPE pipe that 

we have salvaged.  I think it came out of the Furniture First building.  I have a drainage issue in 
my yard and I would like a chunk of that pipe.  Don’t know how much I need.   

 
Glatt -- It is stuff we would have to dispose of if we don’t see any need for it.  Let us 

know how much you take.  Thanks for asking. 
 
Neubauer – No objection. 
 
Schwindt -- It would be about 20 feet.  There is probably a couple hundred feet laying 

there.  Thank you. 
 
Other Business. 
 
Burlington Northern Wells.  Did we get a response back from Burlington Northern on 

those wells?  Our response back to them--question is we would be willing to abandon some, 
would they be willing to pick up some monitoring costs for the city to maintain some of those. 

 
Radig – It’s really not monitoring, it would just be measuring fluid levels and free-product.  

LBG is not doing more quality analysis on those wells.  
 
Glatt – Just to see if there is any free-product in there. 
 
Radig – When it comes down to that I think for a certain period of time after the entire 

system is shut down, if you maintain a line of wells along the center, I think the Health 
Department could for a certain period of time commit to checking the wells twice a year for free-
product or something like that. 

 
Schwindt – To see if anything shows up. 
 
Radig -- Cut an additional 5 years past the system shutdown if BN doesn’t want to do it. 
 
Glatt – We will wait and see what their response is. 
 
Manifolds North of Main.  Did we get that data put together?  The Health Department 

hasn’t had a chance to do that.  All we had was this data, which basically we just have one more 
quarter of data to add onto it.  Do you want to do that for the next meeting? 

 
Schwindt – Do we want to wait till the next meeting or do you want to proceed with 

discontinuing that stuff north of First? 
 
Radig – There really is only the one spot that’s north of First that has had product. 
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Schwindt – Then I guess I would prefer to keep that manifold active. 
 
Radig – 1200, 1300, 2100 and 2200 I would say there would be no problem in 

discontinuing those. 
 
Glatt – This is the question I have:  Is this something that when we’re in a position to 

start closing down portions of it that we would have a public meeting to attend.  Following our 
plan these are the areas we are looking at closing.  Are there issues?   
 

Radig – Do we need a meeting or do we go with a public notice?  
 
Glatt – We take actions like this in other areas, we think we have it dialed in but if 

someone comes up and says I’ve got issues.  That’s baiting the question, you don’t want to ask. 
 
Neubauer – Is our Site Strategy Plan approved by Department of Health so we can go in 

and say if I would do a public hearing. 
 
Glatt – Here’s the public notice pursuant to the plan.  MRT is looking at moving forward 

with assurance from the State Health Department to abandon these areas. 
 
Neubauer – We can say:  Met this, met this, met this equals closed.   
 
Glatt – Then we can do a monitoring phase.  I’m just wondering if that is something we 

should do. 
 
Schwindt – I wouldn’t object to a public notice.  If people have any objection, we will 

consider at the next meeting in July or something like that. 
 
Glatt – I think that would be good. 
 
Schwindt – We will have to include these 2 down around the Iverson building.   
 
Glatt – I think it would be a good thing just to get that message out to the public. 
 
Schwindt – It would be useful that way, too, sure. 
 
Neubauer – Some type of public hearing where they can provide public comment. 
 
Glatt – What we could do is a public notice on what we plan on doing and if they have 

any comments to provide them to the Health Department.   
 
Neubauer – What are you doing now and how are you deciding? 
 
Radig – Is this something—public notice back in the fine print section or would this be 

different like a press release? 
 
Glatt – There is not a requirement for one, but if there are enough people that have an 

interest in it, like a public informational meeting, we could do that. 
 
Neubauer – Have something to invite the public in. 
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Glatt – This is kind of a next page or quick assumption. 
 
Neubauer – This is where we have been for the last 9 years.   
 
Schwindt – Do you just want to do a press release story like that to give opportunity for 

people to comment.  Also, indicate on there we will have further discussions on it at the July 
meeting rather than doing a whole separate public informational meeting.  It wouldn’t be quite as 
extensive as what you are talking about. 

 
Neubauer – Invite the public to comment.  We will try to make it convenient for them.  If 

we do a public informational and we want some information we should have something put 
together.  We can combine all of it.  We could probably do it in August.  It might take a while to 
put that document together. 

 
Glatt – Do a 15 minute presentation indicating this is where we were, this is where we 

are now and where we are going in the future.  Here are a couple snapshots over time. 
 
Schwindt – Probably, not a bad idea.  When people ask me what I’m doing, and stuff like 

that, I say, well, I’m still involved with the cleanup over here.  They say are they still doing it? 
 
When we  get a write-up run it by LBG. 
 
Glatt – Timing on that, we are looking at? 
 
Neubauer – August or September.  
 
Glatt -- With the actual abandonment sometime in September or October. 
 
Schwindt – In particular if we can do away with it, next quarterly liquid measurements 

occur, but especially if we could do away with it before winter time so they don’t have to try to 
monitor in the winter.   

 
Radig – Received the first quarter for January through March. 
 
Glatt – I think this is good news to do the public notice.   
 
Neubauer – In point in time to be able to tell that we have had a public meeting to 

describe what is going on here and here is where we are at.  Invite comment.  This is what 
happened. 

 
Glatt:  How the money was spent, where we need to go, where we are today, and the 

costs.  
 
Next Meeting.  July 2, 2013 at 10 a.m. 
 
Motion to Adjourn.  Schwindt moved to adjourn the meeting at 11:02; second by Glatt.  

All ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
 
 


