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MANDAN REMEDIATION TRUST (MRT)  
December 4, 2012 

    
Meeting:   230th Official Meeting 
Date:   December 4, 2012 
Location:   Mandan City Hall, 205 2nd Ave. NW 
Time:   10:00 A.M. 
 
 The MRT meeting was called to order by Jim Neubauer.  Fritz Schwindt was 
present and Dave Glatt was absent.  Scott Radig and Marilyn Mertz, North Dakota 
Department of Health were present.   
 
 Minutes.  November 6, 2012 minutes were reviewed.  Revisions were made.   
 
 Motion:  Schwindt moved to approve November 6, 2012 minutes; second by 
Neubauer.  All ayes.  Motion carried.   
 
 Bank Statement.  The statement for the period ending October 31, 2012 is 
showing a balance of $7,700,930.86.  All the payment requests that have been 
approved have gone through.  We have acknowledged that we have received and 
reviewed. 
 
 Audit Bill.  We have the audit bill from Brady Martz for the Mandan Remediation 
Trust and the Supplemental Environmental Projects Trust.  The total is $5,000 this year.  
Last year it was $4,900.  Typically, we split that 70 percent MRT and 30 percent SEP.  
The MRT portion of that is $3,500.   
 
 Motion:  Schwindt moved to approve the Brady Martz 2011 audit billing for 
$3,500; second by Neubauer.  All ayes.  Motion carried.   
 
 LBG Pay Request.  Invoice from LBG dated Dec. 4, 2012 for a total of 
$41,362.72.   
 
 Issues. Radig noted that it still shows that outstanding balance from the       
August 14, 2012 invoice.  He sent a message to Brad Peschong asking whether those 
outstanding invoices were run through.  No response from Peschong.  Radig was 
hoping to confirm if the August 14, 2012 invoices had all been sent for payment.  Last 
month it was still outstanding. 
 
 The November payment requests were sent to the Bank of North Dakota. 
 
 Motion:  Schwindt moved to approve payment to LBG for $41,362.72 for their 
December 4, 2012 billing; second by Neubauer.  All ayes.  Motion carried.   
 
 Insurance.  Glatt received ACORD’S Certificate of Liability Insurance covering 
LBG from Nov. 1, 2012 through Nov. 1, 2013.   This is to acknowledge its receipt.   
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 Concrete Repair.  Neubauer indicated last week the concrete has been repaired 
by Master on Main Street. 
 
 Schwindt noted they still need to repair the little hole in the grass that they didn’t 
get squared away.   
 
 Iverson Project.  Neubauer indicated he has been asked a couple of times on 
the status of the Iverson project.  He thinks they will be starting to dig for their elevator 
on the east side of the building.  Neubauer heard from 2 city commissioners of rumors 
going around that the project was killed because of diesel smell in the building.  He 
called Mr. Leingang and said is there any truth to that rumor and he said not a bit.  He 
said they are trying to find ways to deal with the main floor tenant.  Hopefully, he will be 
starting to work on the elevator on the east side in December so the project should be 
moving forward soon.  Their tenant has regulatory issues.   
 
 2012 Overview.  Do we want LBG to do a wrap-up for 2012?  Do we want LBG 
to do a minimalistic or do we want to do it ourselves?  It would be a pretty minimal 
report, I would guess.  The only thing the MRT would have to report to the city 
commission would be the first phase of decommissioning part of the system.  The 
groundwater micro system over at the LEC seems to be performing as intended. 
 
 Schwindt:  I could put together a few points for a report to the city commission.  
The groundwater levels are declining again. 
 
 Radig:  Should I ask them to do a minimal report for the commission? 
 
 Neubauer:  We could probably prepare a one-page summary.  We could run it by 
them and ask if there is anything else to add that we missed.   
 
 Schwindt:  We can give the outstanding balance.  We have that information.  
Also, we could provide the most recent plume map.  We could say we did have some 
free-product showing up in areas where it was clean before because of the rise and fall 
of the water table.  That’s a good thing. 
 
 Plans for 2013.  We have asked them to do a budget at the end of the year.  It 
might be appropriate to do one. 
 
 Radig:  I can ask to have that prepared. 
 
 Neubauer:  We could ask them what do they see.  Do we start decommissioning 
in 2013?  I guess they would probably come back to the Health Department and say 
what steps do we need to start before we start decommissioning? 
 
 Schwindt:  I did ask last month if we could do away with the parts of the system 
north of First Street.  I think the Department’s response at that time was well, let’s wait 
until the spring.   
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 Neubauer:  Is there a point where you think the Health Department will say if we 
take the closure strategy out and look and say OK we are here, now we can start taking 
steps to close up shop.  It’s what we can do as an MRT.  Maybe ask that and say what 
do we need for insurance and what will it cost?    
 
 Schwindt:  I still have mixed feelings about the insurance part of it.  To me it 
doesn’t make a lot of sense to buy insurance.  Maybe I’m wrong, because during that 
conference call they said well, it is a good time to buy insurance because rates are low 
and all that kind of stuff.   To me, buying insurance when you are 3 or however many 
years from when you are actually going to use the product doesn’t make sense.   
 
 Neubauer:  That’s my question.  We spend a quarter of a million dollars a year on 
paying into some system at what point do we say when do we turn around.  I would 
assume that question coming from the commission saying alright, what is our shutdown 
plan over the next 2-3-4-5 years or whatever it is?  Some idea of where we are going.   
 
 Schwindt:  I was just looking at the progress of things, I see continuing operating 
the system for another 3 years.  We are still making progress.  We are closer to being 
able to close parts of the system down.  We closed one small part down this year.  That 
is my assessment of it. 
 
 Neubauer:  The further end is from 3 to 5 years.  I’m just trying to throw the big 
picture out there.  We operate for the next 2 to 4 years then we can start taking 
manifolds down.   
 
 Schwindt:  What I am trying to envision is having the MPE portion of the system 
pretty much shut down within 3 years. 
 
 Radig:  There might be a few little pockets here and there, but monitor a while.  
We still will be monitoring until we plug all the wells.  I’m sure they will go and check 
them every quarter.    
 
 Neubauer:  What do you think about long term, from the standpoint of the Health 
Department or anything else? 
 
 Radig:  Once we have reached the goals of actually shutting down the system I 
don’t know what the point is of continuing to do say annual monitoring leaving a few 
wells in there.  I don’t know what that is going to tell us once the system’s shut down 
unless you start having problems like water in the basements again.  Really, that would 
be the only issue of taking care of those problems if they would come back. 
 
 Schwindt:  I guess I would see the long term monitoring being primarily on the 
order that we just make sure nothing is happening there unless we have reason to 
suspect something going on.  There probably isn’t a need to do long term monitoring in 
the majority of the spill area. 
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 Radig:  And the railroad is required to monitor that boundary line.  I don’t know 
that we have to do it on our side. 
 
 Neubauer:  Check and balance.  The Health Department could say you check 
your side and the long term the other side.  Is there a fine line…?  I’m just asking. 
 
 Radig:  I believe Burlington Northern--I don’t have any reason to distrust what 
their measurements are along their side.   
 
 Neubauer:  In a discussion from last week, let’s talk about the next 10 years 
lifespan, what do we see from a trust endpoint?  What do we need to do?  Set up some 
targets?  The commission will ask what does the future hold.  Are we close to being 
done?  Then the next question, they will ask is you have $7 million in the bank what’s 
the timeframe on freeing it up.  The insurance probably plays a part of that. 
 
 Schwindt:  I guess I would encourage the Health Department to do some periodic 
monitoring on this side of the boundary between BN and the City.  I don’t have a 
problem with the Trust continuing to do some of that while we are still actively doing 
things, but once we discontinue and say the area is clean I would encourage the Health 
Department to look at some periodic monitoring along that boundary.  Part of the 
second statement several years ago, my goal was to have $5 million left in the account 
if we can do things and get things done in another 3 years we should be close to that 
considering paying for stuff other than that.  I don’t see that we have to free up that 
money. 
 
 Neubauer:  I don’t either, but it would be best to put a little bit of thought into the 
next meeting and throw out a timeline on the board and just say OK what kind of a 
milestone and that way we can get some direction. Where’s the endpoint? I think we are 
in the abyss, unless we set some times in there because here are a couple of goals that 
we want to hit.  We know that Mother Nature really has control of a lot of that stuff.  At 
least we have something—here’s the big picture.   
 
 Wastewater Bill.  Radig did not receive a wastewater bill this month from the 
city.  
 
 Neubauer will check on that.   
 
 Schwindt:  Final Closure Plan email whether we need to adopt the Plan.  I would 
say we should hold off with that until all the members are present.  So maybe that is 
something we can look at in the January meeting.  Is there anything else you want me 
to be doing in the interim?  Nothing comes to my mind. 
 
 Neubauer:  There is not much going on.  It’s been pretty quiet. 
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 Motion to Adjourn:  Schwindt moved to adjourn the meeting at 10:25 a.m.  
Second by Neubauer.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
 
 
     
  


