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RULES OF CONDUCT

This Library is supported by the taxes of the City of Mandan and Morton County residents. The Library belongs to the community and not to any specific person or group. The Library is not a playground, daycare, or recreation center. Every individual has the right to use the Library undisturbed and every Library employee has the right t to work without undue interference. To guarantee these rights of all persons, the following rules of conduct apply to behavior on the premises of all Library property. It is impractical to address every behavioral situation that may occur in the Library. Staff has the responsibility to make decisions that are in the best interest of the Library whenever the rules do not specifically cover certain situations. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]No person shall engage in any conduct which disturbs or interferes with patrons or employees of the Library, including but not restricted to the following:

1. Disruptive behavior that unreasonably disturbs others or interferes with Library operations and services including but not limited to:
a. Noisemaking or speaking in a loud voice (including talking on a cell phone)
b. Playing any audio equipment that can be heard by others, including ring tones of a cell phone and loud speaker volumes that can be heard by others
c. Running, pushing, shoving, fighting or throwing things
d. Public displays of affection
e. Repeatedly going in and out of the Library, or excessive milling about
2. Willfully annoying, harassing, or threatening another person:
a. Conveying threats of any kind of physical force or harm
b. Using obscene abusive or racially charged language
c. Engaging in sexual misconduct
d. Stalking, staring or invading personal space
3. Engage in any illegal activity or behavior.
4. Being under the unreasonable influence or in possession of any intoxicating drug or alcoholic substance on Library property.
5. No backpacks, duffel bags, suitcases, bedrolls, sleeping bags or purses may be left unattended or they may be turned over to the police. No excessively large bags are allowed in the building.
6. Loitering without obvious use of Library resources, sleeping anywhere in the Library, placing feet on furniture or blocking aisles, exits or entrances.
7. The Library is a tobacco free facility. Use of tobacco is allowed 50 feet from the building. Smoking is not allowed anywhere on the deck.
8. Violating any Mandan city ordinance or state or federal law while on Library property.
9. Stealing, defacing or destroying Library property including clipping, writing on or marking Library materials.
10. Soliciting funds, panhandling, or gambling (Surveys and/or petitions may be conducted outside the Library building).
11. Using restrooms to bathe, shave, shampoo, do laundry or change clothes where it (removed unreasonably) interferes with other patrons or staff, or involves willful and lewd exposure in violation of city ordinances or state or federal laws.
12. Interfering with patron use of the Library because of poor personal hygiene.
13. Entering the Library with animals or with vehicles or skating, skateboarding or rollerblading on Library property (Library programming and service animals or vehicles used by those with disabilities are allowed).
14. Leaving unattended persons in the Library who seek or need personal assistance  for other than Library related services and where staff have a reasonable basis to be concerned for the safety of the unattended person (Examples may include children ten years old or younger or anyone needing supervision because of physical or mental conditions). A caregiver over the age of fourteen must accompany every person under the age of ten, unless they are here for a Library-sponsored program.
15. Failing to observe Library computer use guidelines and policies.
16. Using personal devices outside of the LibraryGuest wireless network without permission from Library staff.
17. Entering the Library with any firearm, knife or other weapon.

Anyone violating these rules will receive a verbal warning from staff upon the first offense. If the conduct continues, the person will be asked to leave the building. Staff members, at their discretion, may expel patrons and/or call the Police without a warning. Failure to observe these rules may lead to revocation of Library use privileges, including the right to visit the Library or its grounds. Repeat offenders or persons ordered from the premises who do not comply may be subject to arrest and prosecution for trespassing. Anyone wishing to appeal their exclusion may submit an appeal in writing to the Library Director.

The Library reserves the right to search bags, briefcases, handbags, etc. upon probable cause- which includes security gate alarms. The Library parking is intended for patrons and staff; unauthorized vehicles may be ticketed.

Approved by the Library Board of Directors on February 22, 2015
image1.emf

