
February 2016 

 

The Submission by Amy Waldman  

Request a copy of the book here. 

"Claire Harwell hasn't settled into grief; events haven't let her. Cool, eloquent, raising two fatherless 
children, Claire has emerged as the most visible of the 9/11 widows who became a potent political 
force in the aftermath of the catastrophe. She longs for her husband, but she has found her mission: 

she sits on a jury charged with selecting a fitting memorial for the victims of the attack. Of the 
thousands of anonymous submissions that she and her fellow jurors examine, one transfixes Claire: a 
garden on whose walls the names of the dead are inscribed. But when the winning envelope is 
opened, they find the designer is Mohammad Khan--Mo--an enigmatic Muslim-American who, it 
seems, feels no need to represent anyone's beliefs except his own. When the design and its creator 
are leaked, a media firestorm erupts, and Claire finds herself trying to balance principles against 
emotions amid escalating tensions about the place of Islam in America" 

March 2016 

Not on Fire, but Burning by Greg Hrbek  

Request a copy of the book here. 

"Twenty-year-old Skyler saw the incident out her window: Some sort of metallic object hovering over 
the Golden Gate Bridge just before it collapsed and a mushroom cloud lifted above the city. Like 

everyone, she ran, but she couldn't outrun the radiation,with her last thoughts being of her beloved 
baby brother, Dorian, safe in her distant family home. Flash forward to a post-incident America, where 
the country has been broken up into territories and Muslims have been herded onto the old Indian 

reservations in the west, even though no one has determined who set off the explosion that destroyed 
San Francisco. Twelve-year old Dorian dreams about killing Muslims and about his sister--even though 
Dorian's parents insist Skyler never existed. Are they still shell-shocked, trying to put the past behind 
them. or is something more sinister going on? Meanwhile, across the street, Dorian's neighbor adopts 
a Muslim orphan from the territories. It will set off a series of increasingly terrifying incidents that 
willlead to either tragedy or redemption for Dorian, as he struggles to prove that his sister existed--
and was killed by a terrorist attack. Not on Fire, but Burning is unlike anything you're read before--not 
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exactly a thriller, not exactly sci-fi, not exactly speculative fiction, but rather a brilliant and absorbing 

adventure into the dark heart of an America that seems ripped from the headlines. But just as 
powerfully, it presents a captivating hero: A young boy driven by love to seek the truth, even if it 
means his deepest beliefs are wrong" 

April 2016 

Hand to Mouth: Living in Bootstrap America by Linda Tirado  

 Request a copy of the book here. 

"From the author of the eye-opening and controversial essay on poverty that was read by millions 
comes the real-life Nickel and Dimed, as Linda Tirado explains what it's like to be working poor in 

America, and why poor people make the decisions they do. We in America have certain ideas of what 
it means to be poor. Linda Tirado, in her signature brutally honest yet personable voice, takes all of 
these preconceived notions and smashes them to bits." 

  

  

May 2016 

 

The Explorers Guild Volume One: The Passage to Shambhala by Kevin Costner and Jon Baird; 

Illustrated by Rick Ross 

Request a copy of the book here. 

"Set against the backdrop of World War I, a covert group of elite adventurers sets off to find the 
golden city of Buddhist myth on a journey that takes them from the polar north and the Mongolian 
deserts through the Asian canals and the Himalayas." 
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June 2016 

 

The Columbus Code by Mike Evans 

Request a copy of the book here. 

"American Secret Service agent John Winters works to uncover the secret of Christopher Columbus' 
real purposes behind his voyages to the Americas, and how they related to the Spanish Inquisition." 

  

  

  

July 2016 

 

Tough as They Come by SSG Travis Mills with Marcus Brotherton 

Request a copy of the cook here. 

"During his three combat-filled tours of duty in Afghanistan, former college sports star and skilled 
paratrooper U.S. Army Staff Sergeant Travis Mills never once backed down from the hardest 
challenges that came his way. The big, likable guy literally woke up every morning proudly singing the 

82nd Airborne song to encourage and motivate the men he led. But late one afternoon in April 2012 
while Travis and his men were on a routine mission near a remote village in southern Afghanistan, the 
unthinkable happened. While patrolling for improvised explosive devices (IEDs), the minesweeper 
missed one IED, and Travis Mills's world changed forever. In this vivid account of Travis's heroic fight 
for survival, he recalls the action-packed and challenging days of his earlier tours of duty with the 
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legendary 82nd Airborne Division, the agony of encountering a hidden bomb while on patrol with his 

men, and his odds-defying physical and spiritual struggle afterward to come back from severe 
quadruple amputee injuries and rebuild his life. This searing and unforgettable true story will inspire, 
encourage, challenge, and motivate you forward. It shows how resilient the human spirit is, how 

unbreakable the will is when pressed with difficult demands, and how triumphant a person can be 
when tasked with the seemingly impossible. "Every day is a challenge," Travis says, "but every 
challenge can be overcome. I'm not wounded anymore. If you're wounded, then you're still focused on 
your injury. I'm just a man with scars living life to the fullest and best I know how." 

  

August 2016 

 

Uprooted by Naomi Novik 

Request a copy of the book here. 

"Our Dragon doesn't eat the girls he takes, no matter what stories they tell outside our valley. We 

hear them sometimes, from travelers passing through. They talk as though we were doing human 
sacrifice, and he were a real dragon. Of course that's not true: he may be a wizard and immortal, but 
he's still a man, and our fathers would band together and kill him if he wanted to eat one of us every 

ten years. He protects us against the Wood, and we're grateful, but not that grateful." The next 
choosing is fast approaching, and Agnieszka is afraid. She knows--everyone knows--that the Dragon 
will take Kasia: beautiful, graceful, brave Kasia, all the things Agnieszka isn't, and her dearest friend 
in the world. And there is no way to save her. But Agnieszka fears the wrong things. For when the 
Dragon comes, it is not Kasia he will choose. 

  

September 2016 
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All Involved by Ryan Gattis 

Request a copy of the book here. 

"At 3:15 p.m. on April 29, 1992, a jury acquitted two Los Angeles Police Department officers charged 
with using excessive force to subdue civilian Rodney King, and failed to reach a verdict on the same 
charges involving a third officer. Less than two hours later, the city of LA, a powder keg of racial 
tension, exploded in violence as people took to the streets in a terrifying orgy of rioting that lasted six 
days. In 144 hours, sixty lives were lost. And then there were the murders outside of active rioting 
sites, committed by gangbangers who used the lawlessness of a city on fire to viciously settle scores. 

A gritty and cinematic work of sourced fiction, All Involved vividly recreates this turbulent and 
terrifying time through the stories of six interconnected lives caught up in extraordinary 
circumstances" 

  

October 2016 

 

But What if We're Wrong? by Chuck Klosterman 

Request a copy of the book here. 

Klosterman "visualizes the contemporary world as it will appear to those who'll perceive it as the 
distant past, [asking] questions that are profound in their simplicity: How certain are we about our 
understanding of gravity? How certain are we about our understanding of time? What will be the 
defining memory of rock music, five hundred years from today? How seriously should we view the 
content of our dreams? How seriously should we view the content of television? Are all sports destined 
for extinction?" 

  

  

November 2016 
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Delicious Foods by James Hannaham 

Request a copy of the book here. 

Darlene, once an exemplary wife and a loving mother to her young son, Eddie, finds herself 
devastated by the unforeseen death of her husband. Unable to cope with her grief, she turns to drugs, 

and quickly forms an addiction. One day she disappears without a trace. Unbeknownst to eleven-year-
old Eddie, now left behind in a panic-stricken search for her, Darlene has been lured away with false 
promises of a good job and a rosy life. A shady company named Delicious Foods shuttles her to a 
remote farm, where she is held captive, performing hard labor in the fields to pay off the supposed 
debt for her food, lodging, and the constant stream of drugs the farm provides to her and the other 
unfortunates imprisoned there. 

December 2016 

 

Company Town by Madeline Ashby 

Request a copy of the book here. 

New Arcadia is a city-sized oil rig off the coast of the Canadian Maritimes, now owned by one very 

wealthy, powerful, byzantine family: Lynch Ltd. Hwa is one of the few people in her community to 

forgo bio-engineered enhancements, but her expertise in the arts of self-defense and her record as a 

fighter mean that her services are yet in high demand. When the youngest Lynch needs training and 

protection, the family turns to Hwa. But can even she protect against increasingly intense death 

threats seemingly coming from another timeline? Meanwhile, a series of interconnected murders 

threatens the city's stability and heightens the unease of a rig turning over. All signs point to a nearly 

invisible serial killer, but all of the murders seem to lead right back to Hwa's front door. 
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