
Mandan Community Beautification Committee 
Thursday, Oct. 13, 2016 

7:30 a.m. 
Veterans’ Conference Room  

Mandan City Hall 
205 Second Avenue NW 

 
A. Introductions 
Laurie Leingang called the meeting to order. Members present 
are indicated with a  . Mandan Fire Department Battalion 
Chief Mitch Bitz was also in attendance.  
 
B. Consider minutes from the Sept. 8 meeting. 
Jim Neubauer moved to approve the minutes from the Sept. 8 
meeting. Edgar Oliveira seconded. The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
C. Update on potential projects.  

1. Report on communications 
i. NDDOT update – Jim Neubauer 

ii. BNSF update – Joe Camisa 
The fence along Sunset Drive near the interstate exits belongs to 
NDDOT. They do not wish to take it down. City Engineer Justin 
Froseth will be speaking with Kevin Levi about ways to improve 
the fence.  
 
Joe Camisa provided photos of areas of concern on BNSF 
property. Concerns include noxious weeds, dead trees and 
branch and wood piles. Dead trees along Main Street could fall 
into the right-of-way. The big issue with noxious weeds is the 
amount of seeds they produce. Some areas have been sprayed 
for weeds. He will communicate these concerns to BNSF. 
Neubauer suggested sending the photos to both the terminal 
master and the road master to ensure the concerns are 
addressed. If concerns are not resolved, the City will contact the 
BNSF government affairs attorney.  
 
BNSF Superintendent of Operations Jonathon Taylor has 
indicated interest in cost-share for a fence between the rail yard 
and East Main Street. There currently is no fence beyond the 
Family Dollar building, so there are safety issues with residents 
of south Mandan crossing through the rail yard to get to Main 
Street. An idea might be to ask BNSF to pay the cost of a 
standard chain link fence with the City considering sources for 
an upgrade to a more eye appealing option.  This is separate 
and different from the discussion of upgrading the existing chain 
link fence behind Dykshoorn Park. 
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There are a few areas of land owned by the City along the First Street drainage ditch on which 
the railroad is operating. There are concerns in this area. As a tenant, BNSF is required to 
maintain the property.  

 
2. Downtown business district 

i. Update on project ideas 
Ellen Huber provided information on the public information and input meeting. About 30 people 
attended and 23 people submitted a completed questionnaire. A few residents and a local 
architect also submitted additional feedback through e-mail correspondence. The vast majority 
of respondents were Mandan residents or business owners.  
 
Survey results indicate the following priority on ideas: greenery, improvements to Heritage 
Plaza (lights, benches, trash receptacles for outdoor patio areas), planters, public art, trash 
receptacles, pedestrian sidewalk lighting, extension of the fence, benches, and brick kiosks.  
 
If planters are put in the downtown area, sidewalk planters or a combination of sidewalk 
planters and hanging planters is preferred. Jeff Wright said they may need to hire a seasonal 
employee to maintain the planters. Johnson suggested working with RSVP volunteers. 
 
Survey results indicate the following priority on public art ideas: utility box wraps, alley art, 
sculpture at Heritage Park, building murals, and sculptures elsewhere. Most respondents 
preferred artwork from local or ND artists. 
 
The vast majority felt the boundaries of the improvement area were just right. Some felt this area 
should be extended. The project could be broken into phases to allow for additional areas of 
improvement in the future.  
 
Some people felt there was a need for more public information gathering. This is a large 
consumer of time for city staff. The City would prefer not to lead this effort. Huber recommended 
putting out a request for proposals for professional services and then developing an 
implementation schedule. Once professional services are secured, that entity could facilitate 
additional public input meetings. She also noted the need to review street maintenance projects 
to determine if they can be synced with the downtown enhancements project. The importance of 
meshing this project with the downtown subarea study was also noted. 
 
Aaron Barth from the Northern Plains Heritage Foundation attended the public information and 
input meeting. He said the foundation may be able to provide additional funding over the course 
of five years for downtown enhancements. He provided Huber with a form to fill out. Public art 
grants could also be explored. Huber also suggested looking into options for crowd-funding to 
provide matching funds for projects from residents and businesses.  
 
Dehnert moved to present the findings to the Supplemental Environmental Trust with a 
recommendation to solicit outside help from professional services. Oliveira seconded. The 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
A property owner has asked if the City could look into making a flood control structure in the 
Riverbend addition more attractive. Huber said it is outside of the scope of the proposed SEPT 
funding for downtown enhancements, but suggested they could work with an artist to present 



concepts to the Mandan Architectural Review Commission. Huber said if a public art committee 
was formed, it could review ideas such as these.  
 
D. Consider signage to discourage littering and possible increase in fine. (Jeff & Jason) 
Wright provided maps outlining possible locations for littering signs, including areas along Old 
Red Trail, Highway 1806 North, the interstate, Main Street, Highway 6 and Memorial Highway.  
 
Wright provided a few sign designs for the committee’s consideration. He suggested using more 
than one sign type – one along the highway that includes the fine and one that is a little more 
attractive in the downtown area. There is $500 in the budget for littering signs. Signs are $40 if 
attached to an existing pole.  
 
The committee expressed preference in three sign designs provided by Amy Schmidt. Wright will 
research these designs to determine the purchase price. He will then begin work with the 
NDDOT to ensure road sign requirements are met.  
 
North Dakota Century Code mandates a $100 fine for littering. 
 
Oliveira moved to recommend Alternative A (a sign design provided by Schmidt). Neubauer 
seconded. The motion passed unanimously. Laurie Leingang moved to amend the motion to 
include a placard with the fine amount. Wright seconded. The motion passed unanimously.  
Keith Johnson moved to recommend Alternative B (Pitch In, Put Trash in Its Place) as a second 
option, in case the first option in not feasible. Wright seconded. The motion passed unanimously.  
 
Huber will check with the Theodore Roosevelt Expressway Association to see if it is seeking to 
have legislation introduced in the 2017 session to increase state fines for littering. That 
organization, too, is weary of clean-up along Highway 85 and is supporting more prevention of 
litter in the first place.  
 
E. Report on status of presentation of summary to City Commission regarding proposed 

property maintenance code.  
No report or discussion due to lack of time. 

 
F. Update on Longfellow Park 
The YP Network is holding a public input meeting on Oct. 25 at 5:30 p.m. at Rock Point to 
discuss Longfellow Park.  
 
G. Update on way-finding signs 
No report or discussion due to lack of time. 
 
H. Report on compliance regarding updated contract for benches 
Neubauer has exchanged emails with the owner of Signs and Wonders, who is working to remove the 
benches that are not under contract.  
 
I. Other Business 
 
J. Future Meetings 

1. Thursday, Nov. 10, 2016 7:30 a.m. 



2. Thursday, Dec. 8, 2016 7:30 a.m. 
 

K. Adjourn 
The meeting was adjourned.  

 
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS: 

1. Report on status of revise language in a proposed ordinance for outdoor storage in 
industrial, commercial and residential properties. (Discussion postponed until concerns 
regarding recycling are addressed) 

2. Update on status of revised language in a proposed garbage container ordinance. (Await 
potential proposal from Armstrong Sanitation on containers) 

3. Community Clean-Up Day (begin discussions February 2017) 
4. Update on administrative procedure for code enforcement ordinance. (November) 
 

 


