
Mandan Community Beautification Committee 
Thursday, Sept. 8, 2016 

7:30 a.m. 
Veterans’ Conference Room  

Mandan City Hall 
205 Second Avenue NW 

 
A. Introductions 
Damian Huettl called the meeting to order. Members present are indicated 
with a  . 
 
B. Consider minutes from the Aug. 18 meeting. 
Edgar Oliveira moved to approve the minutes from the Aug. 18 meeting. Amy 
Schmidt seconded. The motion passed unanimously.  
 
C. Update on potential projects.  

1. Report on communications 
i. NDDOT update – Jim Neubauer 

ii. BNSF update – Joe Camisa 
Pictures are still being gathered of weeded areas on BNSF and NDDOT 
properties. City staff will contact NDDOT and BSNF once the photos have all 
been collected.  
 
At a previous meeting, the committee discussed the poor maintenance of a 
fence and weeds along Sunset Drive near the intersection of Boundary Road. 
City Planner Bob Decker determined the fence to be a boundary fence. Two 
MDU pipelines run underneath the majority of the fence area. MDU owns a 
66-foot wide swath of that frontage. The parcel behind the fence belongs to the 
owners of the Hideaway Bar. The boundary fence separates the pipeline 
property from NDDOT property. Decker believes it to be a private fence.  
 
Justin Froseth will contact NDDOT and MDU to express the committee’s 
concerns. He will determine if either entity wants the fence and if they are 
willing to upgrade or remove it.  
 

2. Downtown business district 
i. Update on project ideas 

The subcommittee met last week. A public information and input session is 
scheduled for Sept. 20, 2016 at 12 p.m. (noon) at City Hall. A survey will be 
provided to those attending the meeting as a means of gathering input on 
possible enhancements. The results will be considered when prioritizing 
projects. A press release will be sent out about this event.  
 
The committee discussed whether or not an online survey should be made 
available. The subcommittee felt it would be best to limit it to those attending 
the public information and input meeting. Jim Neubauer suggested that 
Community Beautification Committee members also take the survey. Some 
committee members expressed concern that limiting it to those attending the 
meeting could result in a very small number of responses.  
 
Decker recommended the committee present the information to the Planning 

and Zoning Commission, which has a comprehensive plan focused on the development of the community. The 
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City could request Dakota Media Access to film the meeting and replay it on the government access channel. 
The next meeting of the Planning & Zoning Commission is Sept. 26. Neubauer suggested offering the survey 
online so that those who watch the video are able to participate. If there is a good turnout at the meeting, an 
online survey may not be necessary. If there is a poor turnout, the committee agreed to look into ways to gather 
more input, such as a combination of the televised meeting and online survey.  
 
The Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) will be doing a downtown subarea study, which could impact 
the timeline. The MPO has received proposals from four consultants for the downtown subarea study. The 
deadline for proposals was Sept. 7. Interviews with consultants are expected to take place in October The study 
is expected to be completed the second half of next year.  
 
The City abandoned and decommissioned 70 remediation wells this summer. The wells need to be monitored for 
a year before they are closed out. The next round of decommissioning is expected to take place in 2018. This 
may impact the timeline for enhancements that require underground work.  
 
Huettl suggested the timeline be changed in the Powerpoint presentation. The committee agreed. Leingang 
suggested adding an asterisk beside the timeline dates and notation at the bottom of the slide that states, “The 
project timeline is subject to change.” More information on how the timeline may change could be included the 
presentation.  
 
D. Consider signage to discourage littering and possible increase in fine. (Jeff & Jason) 
The City has funding available in the 2017 sign budget for no littering signs. The City can provide $500 for 
signs. A 24 x 24 inch sign with sign post and anchor is about $80. This should allow for the installation of six or 
seven signs. If the signs are put on existing structures, the cost would be $40 per sign. This would allow for the 
installation of 13 or 14 signs.  
 
The NDDOT will not allow these signs on their roadways. If it is on a highway, permission would need to be 
sought from NDDOT.  
 
Jeff Wright will provide committee members with maps of the main clean up routes followed on Community 
Clean-Up Day. This map will include information on existing structures where signs could be installed.  
 
E. Report on status of presentation of summary to City Commission regarding proposed property maintenance 

code.  
This is a work in progress.  
 
F. Update on Longfellow Park 
The YP Network is working on it. They’ve had discussions with ND Game and Fish about introducing a fishing 
pier.  
 
G. Update on way-finding signs 
The City continues to work with Ray Berberich and NDDOT to address sign concerns before moving into the second 
phase of the project. 
 
H. Other Business 
 
I. Future Meetings 

1. Thursday, Oct. 13, 2016 7:30 a.m. 
2. Thursday, Nov. 10, 2016 7:30 a.m. 

 
J. Adjourn 
Leinging moved. Neubauer seconded. Motion passed unanimously.  



 
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS: 

1. Report on status of revise language in a proposed ordinance for outdoor storage in industrial, 
commercial and residential properties. (Discussion postponed until concerns regarding recycling are 
addressed) 

2. Update on status of revised language in a proposed garbage container ordinance. (Await potential 
proposal from Armstrong Sanitation on containers) 

3. Community Clean-Up Day (begin discussions February 2017) 
4. Update on administrative procedure for code enforcement ordinance. (October) 
5. Report on compliance regarding updated contract for benches (October) 

 
 


