
Mandan Community Beautification Committee 
Thursday, August 18, 2016 

7:30 a.m. 
Veterans’ Conference Room  

Mandan City Hall 
205 Second Avenue NW 

 
A. Introductions 
Damian Huettl called the meeting to order. Members present 
are indicated with a  . 
 
B. Consider minutes from the July 10 meeting. 
Laurie Leingang moved to approve the minutes from the July 10 
meeting. Edgar Oliveira seconded. The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
C. Update on potential projects.  

1. Report on communications 
i. NDDOT update – Jim Neubauer 

ii. BNSF update – Joe Camisa 
Neubauer spoke to Kevin Levi from the North Dakota Department 
of Transportation (NDDOT) about how interchanges in other 
areas appear to be better maintained. Levi agreed. NDDOT 
contracts with Morton County for the weed spraying. Morton 
County has not yet been spraying this year.  
 
Oliveira moved to establish a subcommittee to address the 
concerns around the DOT right-of-ways. Ellen Huber seconded. 
Huettl questioned if there was value considering the shortage of 
federal funds. 
 
Neubauer said it is not necessary to create a subcommittee for 
these projects, but it is something that could be considered for 
the future. The growing season is drawing to an end, and 
maintenance issues will be handled by city staff.  
 
Staff will visit with Levi again regarding maintenance issues 
and possible enhancements. They will ask if funding is available 
for these items.  
 
Oliveira withdrew the motion. Huber concurred. 
 
Leingang noted that Bob Decker was going to report back with 
who owns the fence around the west side of Sunset Drive near 
the underpass.  
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BNSF has been asked to take care of the weeds around the old creamery area; remove the dead 
trees along the junction to Main Street and Memorial Highway and Main Street and Sixth 
Avenue; and take care of weeds in the BNSF yard and near the Main Street overpass.  
Some weeds around the old creamery area have been removed, but the concerns about the trees 
have not been addressed. The weeds are getting high along the yard on the south side near the 
1200 block of 1st Street SW.  
 
Camisa said BNSF has hired a new assistant roadmaster, and he has been less cooperative than 
the person Camisa previously spoke to. BNSF doesn’t have to listen to anything the City tells 
them. At most, it can be documented and reported to the state or federal government. That entity 
would determine how to address the concern. Neubauer suggested taking pictures documenting 
the concerns and presenting them to BNSF. The superintendent of operations may be a more 
helpful contact. Huber will forward the contact information to Camisa. 
 

2. Downtown business district 
i. Report on contracts for benches 

ii. Update on project ideas 
The City Commission approved ending the contract for benches. The contract will expire March 
31, 2017. Benches not under contract will need to be removed within 60 days of notice. Signs & 
Wonders has been made aware of the change. Another bench sign company also has benches in 
town.  
 
Project ideas for the downtown business district were presented to the Supplemental 
Environmental Projects Trust on Aug. 8. The trust gave a favorable indication to be able to 
invest as much as $750,000 for enhancements to the downtown area, which allows for $15,000 of 
that amount to be spent on initial concept development. The next steps are to put together a draft 
presentation and input tool to be used at a public information and input meeting to be held in the 
fall of 2016. The input tool could ask people to indicate preferences on project ideas.  
 
The engineering department is working with the Metropolitan Planning Organization on a 
transportation study on the downtown area that could include some of these elements. The 
department is also aiming to replace downtown traffic signals and incorporate pedestrian 
friendly crossings in the downtown area. A request for proposals for professional services for the 
study is to be issued later this year. There was a general consensus at the last meeting not to 
hold up the downtown enhancements for this study.  
 
The subcommittee will meet to work on the presentation and survey. They will also determine the 
date for a public information meeting to be held in late September or early October. The meeting 
will help the committee prioritize project ideas.  
 
The committee discussed possible enhancements. Planting trees in the downtown area could be 
difficult due to utilities, but it is being considered. If there are planters, there needs to be a 
provision for maintenance.  
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The cost estimates for downtown enhancements are based on catalog prices. Buying in bulk may 
provide a discount on the catalog price. It is a very conceptual budget.  
 
Huber will send out the project timeline to committee members.  
 
D. Update on administrative procedure for code enforcement ordinance. (Joe) 
The administrative procedure for the code enforcement ordinance was approved. The City is 
collecting interest letters for the Code Enforcement Appeals Board through Sept. 9. They hope to 
have five people seated on the board. The board would meet as needed if there is an appeal to 
Camisa’s interpretation of nuisance and other ordinances. Camisa will begin using the newly 
approved fines once board is established and internal structures are ironed out. 
 
E. Consider signage to discourage littering and possible increase in fine. (Jeff & Jason) 
Ziegler and Wright will be asked to prepare information for review at a future meeting. 
 
F. Report on status of presentation of summary to City Commission regarding proposed 

property maintenance code.  
This is still a work in progress.  
 
G. Update on Longfellow Park 
The City Commission has approved the YP Network’s involvement in developing designs for 
Longfellow Park. Last Wednesday, city staff met with them on site. They are actively engaged in 
the planning process. One suggestion for the area was a kayak drop point. The current is likely 
too strong in that area.  
 
They will come up with a plan and present it to the Visitor’s Committee. If approved, bids could 
be sought from a landscape or engineering firm this winter. The project could start this spring 
with a possible completion by the end of next summer. Funding is expected to come from the 
Visitor’s Committee.  
 
H. Update on way-finding signs 
The Visitor’s Committee has given a recommendation to the City Commission to support the second 
phase of way-finding signs. A total of $250,000 was approved for way-finding signs. The cost of the 
first phase is approximately $150,000. The second phase isn’t expected to exceed $148,000. This 
recommendation will be presented to the City Commission after all aspects of the first phase are 
wrapped up, possibly at the Sept. 6 meeting. The Ad Hoc committee could be re-activated to 
determine sign locations and destinations. 
 
A redesign of the signs installed along Memorial Highway is underway. The redesign is necessary to 
meet DOT sign requirements. The sign face will be condensed, which will allow additional clearance, 
ensuring the sign bases are 5-feet above the base of the road.  
 
For the most part, the community has reacted positively to the signs, but a few people have 
complained about the design. Chad Hatzenbuhler has expressed that he does not like the signs or 
Made in Mandan concept. He said he has heard complaints from others, but says some have 
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indicated that the signs are growing on them. He is now serving on the Leadership, Pride and Image 
Committee, a committee that focuses on community marketing and that developed the Made in 
Mandan marketing theme.  
 
The old way-finding signs have been removed.  
 
The Community Beautification Committee does not make any decisions regarding the signs. One 
representative of the committee serves on the Visitor’s Way-Finding Sign Ad-Hoc Committee. 
 
Other Business 
 
I. Future Meetings 

1. Thursday, September 8, 2016 7:30 a.m. 
2. Thursday, October 13, 2016 7:30 a.m. 

 
J. Adjourn 
Neubauer moved to adjourn. Edgar seconded. The motion passed unanimously.  

 
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS: 

1. Report on status of revise language in a proposed ordinance for outdoor storage in 
industrial, commercial and residential properties. (Discussion postponed until concerns 
regarding recycling are addressed) 

2. Update on status of revised language in a proposed garbage container ordinance. (Await 
potential proposal from Armstrong Sanitation on containers) 

3. Community Clean-Up Day (begin discussions February 2017) 
 


