
Mandan Community Beautification Committee 
Thursday, July 14, 2016 

7:30 a.m. 
Veterans’ Conference Room  

Mandan City Hall 
205 Second Avenue NW 

 
A. Introductions. 
Damian Huettl called the meeting to order. Members present 
are indicated with a  . City Arborist Kaiden Straabe and Bill 
Robinson, Chairman of the Lower Heart District, were also in 
attendance.  
 
B. Consider minutes from the June 9 meeting. 
Laurie Leingang moved to approve the minutes from the June 9 
meeting. Ellen Huber seconded. The motion passed 
unanimously.  
 
C. Update on Dutch Elm and Ash Borer Disease 
The City has been tagging trees that have Dutch Elm Disease. 
The City has tagged 47 trees on private property and 45 trees on 
boulevards. The trees are located in all areas of town.  
 
The City is seeking bids for the removal of trees affected by 
Dutch Elm Disease. The bids will be opened on July 28. Tree 
removal will take about a month and a half. The number of trees 
affected by Dutch Elm disease is declining in recent years. Last 
year, about 60 trees were removed. In 2011, they were seeing 
about 100 trees. These numbers should continue to decline as 
the numbers decrease.  
 
Open wounds on a Dutch Elm tree can spread the disease, 
especially on windy days. Jim Neubauer asked if this 
information could be included in the Mandan Messenger. 
Leingang suggested including information on how to determine 
if a tree is infected.  
 
The Pards program had a lot of interest at the beginning of the 
summer. Interest is dying down as the summer progresses. 
Straabe suggested promoting the program in the spring, early 
summer and fall. He said July and August are not the best times 
to plant trees.  
 
Leingang asked why the tree branch removal site is no longer 
available to the public. Straabe said it was abused. People were 
dumping loads of branches and other garbage. The Park 
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District requested the site be closed, because it was an eyesore. Residents can now take branches 
to the landfill. Huettl noted that landfill hours do not accommodate those who work business 
hours. Neubauer noted that the Public Works Department is looking at possibilities for an 
alternative branch collection site. 
 
D. Update on potential projects.  

1. Report on communications 
i. Lower Heart Water Resource District – Bill Robinson  

ii. NDDOT update – Jim Neubauer 
iii. BNSF update – Joe Camisa 

Bill Robinson explained that the Lower Heart District is set up for rough cutting. The Corps of 
Engineers requires them to leave vegetation on the levy. After receiving an e-mail from this 
committee, they did cut what they could with the equipment they have.  
 
The City of Minot recently put a hard surface trail along its levy. In addition, Fargo is going 
through a very expensive renovation to allow for a walk path near the levy. The Lower Heart 
District has discussed the possibility of doing something similar in Mandan, but does not 
currently have the funding to create a walking path, and the current levy system is not set up for 
any public use. Mandan’s levy system is right against the river. There is no physical space to put 
in a hard surface trail. In addition, people are considered to be a threat to the flood protection 
system. People using the area could be asked to leave or fined. The path on the top of the levy 
may one day be feasible, but it could not be addressed within the next year.  
 
Lower Heart District is currently working to increase the ability to convey more water, which 
may require raising the levy. The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) is modifying 
its criteria. The levy is about 4-feet short of free board, which is the space from the top of the 
levy to the high water mark in a flood event. Lower Heart is looking to increase the channel on 
the county side. They would likely add some green space at that time, which may allow for the 
addition of a walking trail. The project area is between the trolley bridge and the confluence of 
the Heart River. This includes creating an overflow or bypass channel that would accommodate 
the water flow and assist in moving ice away from the Heart River. They expect the project to be 
completed within three to ten years.  
 
The trail would have to run parallel to the water channel. Running a trail perpendicular to the 
levy could create erosion on the other side. At a previous meeting, Park District Director Cole 
Higlin estimated it would likely cost between $100,000 and $150,000 per mile to create a trail.  
 
Lower Heart’s plan to satisfy FEMA’s modified criteria includes four components: widening the 
channel between the bridges on Highway 6 and Highway 1806, creating an overflow or bypass 
channel from the trolley bridge to the Missouri River, moving the levee between Highway 10 and 
Highway 6 back 150 feet, and reclassifying a section of the flood protection system.  
 
Brian Dehnert asked if they could incorporate grading and gravel in the short term. Robinson 
said it would be quite expensive. They are not allowed to alter the condition of the levy system. 
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They are not able to plant trees. Anything in the area requires a Corps of Engineers permit and 
needs to allow for free flow.  
 
Damaged areas of fencing along the bridges are repaired and replaced, as necessary. They 
spray for growth around the fence at least twice a year. The water and wind convey seeds. In 
addition, they face levy and private property boundaries. 
 
Dehnert asked if increasing the conveyance would clean up the channel throughout town, 
including the concrete and sheet metal in the river. Robinson said the sheet metal dams between 
the Highway 6 bridge and Sitting Bull bridge are part of the flood protection system and cannot 
be removed.  
  
Dehnert said the area west of the trolley with the groves of trees could use some cleaning. He 
said there are dead trees and garbage. Robinson will try to find out who the property belongs to. 
The North Dakota Department of Transportation (NDDOT) will not put up littering signs, and 
the City Public Work Department’s sign budget is exhausted for the year. The City could 
consider putting littering signs in the community in the future. Ellen Huber said there was a little 
support through the Theodore Roosevelt Expressway Association to possibly pursue something 
in the next legislative session for signage on state highways and interstates. 
 
Joe Camisa contacted BNSF twice since the last meeting. BNSF has completed spraying near the 
old creamery building.  
 
Keith Johnson asked if the road to BNSF’s yard behind Dan’s Supermarket is public or private 
property. He said a person has been camping along the road. Camisa will look into it further. 
 

2. Downtown business district 
i. Report on contracts for benches 

ii. Update on project ideas 
The City Commission will consider the removal of bench signs at its next meeting. The 
recommendation is to allow benches under contract to remain through March 31, 2017, but the 
other benches would need to be removed within 60 days of notice, which would be provided after 
the City Commission makes its decision.  
 
Huber noted that there is another sign company with benches within the community. She stopped 
by a bench near the high school, but could not find any information on the company. She 
suggested contacting the real estate person advertising on the bench for more information. The 
committee questioned if there was another bench sign near the intersection of 19th Street SE and 
8th Avenue SE. 
 
Oliveira, Leingang, Huber and Amy Schmidt met on July 1 to discuss locations where amenities 
could be added in the downtown area. The north and south sides of Main Street from Sixth 
Avenue NW to Second Ave NE, Heritage Plaza around the Depot and Beanery buildings are top 
priority, as well as the avenues connecting Main Street to First Street. The second priority would 
be areas of First Street extending from Sixth Avenue NW to Second Avenue NE.  
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The group looked at each segment and discussed what would benefit the area. Ideas included 
pedestrian street lights, benches, garbage receptacles, planters, and trees and shrubs. There are 
nine utility boxes that could be wrapped. Other requests that have come in include adding a 
brick kiosk to sign for Heritage Park and the possible addition of a sculpture in that area. The 
fence behind the Beanery building and Dykshoorn Park used to have vines growing on it, but the 
area was sprayed. They could extend the white colored fence to be a permanent attractive 
solution.  
 
Improvements to the primary areas are estimated to cost about $520,000. When you add in the 
secondary areas, it increases to about $613,000. These are rough estimates and do not include 
engineering services. The plan is to share the ideas for the project from the Mandan 
Supplemental Environmental Projects Trust (MSEPT) to determine if there is support for a 
downtown enhancement project and find out how much could be allocated. A MSEPT meeting 
could potentially be held Aug. 2 in conjunction with the regular Mandan Remediation Trust 
meeting. A presentation to the Visitor’s Fund Committee could follow if there were items more 
appropriate to that funding source. The project would ultimately need to be bid.  
 
A county commissioner has expressed interest in improvements around the county building 
similar to those being discussed downtown. The county may be willing to provide funding for 
these improvements. Huber will confirm Morton County’s willingness to cover costs.  
  
BNSF continually brings up their concern of security from Family Dollar to 6th Avenue SE. 
Huber suggested exploring a cost-share opportunity, where the city might consider covering the 
extra expense above the cost of a chain link fence to install a more visually appealing fence.  
 
Committee members agreed on the target areas presented.  
 
In August, the Metropolitan Planning Organization will be issuing a request for proposals for a 
study of downtown Mandan related to transportation issues. There will likely be aspects of that 
study that have some overlap to the committee’s discussions. The study won’t be completed until 
late 2017. The committee agreed to move ahead with its recommendations prior to the 
completion of the MPO study.  
 
E. Update on administrative procedure for code enforcement ordinance. (Joe) 
The City Commission’s first reading of the code enforcement ordinance was at the July 5 
meeting. It was approved. City staff is fine-tuning the language to be presented to the City 
Commission for its second consideration at its July 19 meeting.  
 
Staff is discussing the best way to address fines. Adding the fines to special assessments could 
create a problem if there is a change of ownership on the property. The new property owner may 
not be aware of special assessments. The language is being changed to address this concern. 
Any time a case is opened against a property or action is taken, Camisa will record an affidavit 
with the County Recorder’s Office, which will indicate there may be special assessments against 
the property.  
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F. Consider signage to discourage littering and possible increase in fine. (Jeff & Jason) 
This item will be addressed at a future meeting when Jeff Wright and Jason Ziegler can be in 
attendance. 

 
G. Report on status of presentation of summary to City Commission regarding proposed 

property maintenance code.  
This is still a work in progress.  
 
H. Update on Longfellow Park 
A group with the Young Professionals Network has expressed interest in designing upgrades to 
the two-acre area south of Longfellow Park. Neubauer will present this to the City Commission 
at its July 19 meeting. If approved, the group would work to develop ideas that would attract 
people to the park.  
 
I. Update on way-finding signs 
Twenty-four signs were approved and purchased. Twenty-three are in place. One sign is not yet in 
place due to an easement issue. The recommended location was on Old Red Trail near J5 Trucking 
as you head east towards Collins Avenue. KLJ is seeking an easement for that sign.   
 
Berberich Design is working with the N.D. Department of Transporation on an issue related to sign 
height. The NDDOT says signs need to be 5-feet in height from the surface of the roadway to the base 
of the sign. Prior to installation, the design consultant understood this to be5-feet in height from 
grade to the base of the sign. This has created an issue in the areas with ditches. Six signs need to be 
adjusted, five on Memorial Highway and one along Old Red Trail. Some of the signs along Memorial 
Highway are more than 10-inches too low and would be too close to the power lines if adjusted to 
meet NDDOT standards. Huber said they are working with NDDOT to see if the signs can stay in 
place until Memorial Highway is reconstructed.   
 
The committee agreed that more signs would nice.  
 
J. Other Business 
 
K. Future Meetings 

1. Thursday, August 11, 2016 7:30 a.m. 
2. Thursday, September 8, 2016 7:30 a.m. 

 
L. Adjourn 
Keith Johnson moved to adjourn. Leingang seconded. The motion passed unanimously.  

 
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS: 

1. Report on status of revised language in a proposed ordinance for outdoor storage in 
industrial, commercial and residential properties. (Discussion postponed until concerns 
regarding recycling were addressed) 

2. Update on status of revised language in a proposed garbage container ordinance. (Await 
potential proposal from Armstrong Sanitation on containers) 
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3. Community Clean-Up Day (begin discussions February 2017) 
 


