
Mandan Community Beautification Committee 

Thursday, August 13, 2015 

7:30 a.m. 

Mandan City Hall 

205 Second Avenue NW 

 

 

A. Roll Call:  

1. Roll call of committee members and liaisons 

Chairman Damian Huettl called the meeting to order. Members 

present are marked with a . 

 

B. Consider minutes from meeting on June 11, 2015 (No 

meeting held in July) 

Laurie Leingang moved to approve the minutes from the June 

11, 2015 meeting. Dennis Bullinger seconded. The motion 

passed unanimously.  

 

C. Update on graffiti ordinance. (Jim) 

Jim Neubauer provided an update on the committee’s 

recommended changes to the graffiti ordinance. City Attorney 

Malcolm Brown recommended bringing it before the City 

Commission for consideration after the recodification process. 

Keith Johnson suggested changing “abate” to “abates” in 

Section 16-7-2 on the top of the second page. The change was 

made in the document. Johnson moved to present it to the City 

Commission. Tammy Lapp- Harris seconded. The motion passed 

unanimously. Neubauer will e-mail the final version to the 

committee for review. The graffiti ordinance will then be 

presented to the City Commission at a future meeting. 

 

D. Report on proposed garbage container ordinance (Jim) 

Neubauer will visit with Attorney Brown about the status of the 

proposed ordinance and provide a report at the September 10 

meeting.  

 

E. Outdoor storage for industrial, commercial and potentially 

residential properties. Present 1
st
 Draft of Mandan Ordinance 

(Bring comparison to current code and Overland Park, KS 

example) 

Bob Decker presented information on outdoor storage. He said 

the current code only references outdoor storage in the area of 

the Gateway Overlay Zone, but it could be expanded to the rest 

of the city. Currently, it doesn’t apply to all commercial 

properties or any residential properties. Leingang noted 

language is also included in the current public nuisances 

ordinance. Decker said that language is not specific, but could 

be modified.  
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Ellen Huber noted the outdoor storage component was meant to be part of the overall 

property maintenance code, but the committee didn’t like the language in the Overland Park, 

KS example and decided to look at what other communities had in place. Decker borrowed 

language from a Bismarck ordinance for the proposed ordinance. The ordinance would 

require residential property owners to store various items in an enclosed building. 

Commercial or industrial property owners would be required to store most items not for sale 

behind an opaque fence or in an enclosed building. The requirements would apply citywide. 

Decker found a place to insert the language in the zoning ordinance, but he said it could be 

moved to another location. He recommended including it in the nuisance section. Huber 

recommended putting it in zoning, as it is not always a nuisance issue. Johnson felt it belongs 

in the property maintenance code.  

 

Huber did not think Bismarck’s ordinance was the best example and recommended 

referencing the Grand Fork ordinance presented at the April meeting instead. It is more 

concise. She recommended focusing on commercial and industrial and touching on 

residential. Johnson agreed, noting it would be easier for the City Commission to digest. 

 

Joe Camisa said the proposed ordinance defines everything well from an enforcement 

standpoint, but subsection 10 is already covered in the public nuisance section and is a little 

redundant. He also noted that some commercial or industrial properties may be exempt from 

the ordinance if it would negatively impact the nature of their business. He provided an 

example of a junk yard. Decker said the ordinance would need to be modified to allow that 

exemption. 

 

Neubauer questioned if the proposed ordinance conflicts with the current code, specifically 

referencing unlicensed and inoperable vehicles. Camisa suggested striking the word 

“unlicensed” and substituting “inoperable” for “abandoned.” Justin Froseth recommended 

striking the word “accumulation” from sections A & B.  

 

Huettl recommended tackling the commercial language in 10B and revisiting the residential 

language in 10A at the next meeting. Johnson recommended drafting a standard paragraph 

regarding each zone. Decker will make changes to the proposed ordinance and bring them to 

the next meeting.  

 

F. Review and discuss memo to City Commission related to changes proposed to property 

maintenance code, including penalty provisions (Discuss % of exterior property areas in 

disrepair) (Joe, Update on what he learned from Overland Park, KS) 

Camisa spoke with the head of enforcement in Overland Park, KS regarding the use of 

percentages in code enforcement. He was told the use of percentages was messy and not 

enforceable. It makes trying to measure extremely difficult. It has a zero percent success rate in 

court. The person he spoke to suggested adopting language from the International Property 

Maintenance Code, which provides a defined set of criteria without using percentages.  

 

Doug Lalim noted the committee previously reviewed the International Property Maintenance 

Code, didn’t like it and decided to draft a different version. Decker said the information could be 

modified and exclusions could be made to achieve the desired effect. Johnson said creating any 

sort of sliding scale could be problematic.  
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Huber suggested removing any percentages from the language.  

 

Other outstanding or unresolved items identified in the memo included  whether issues regarding 

pools of water are addressed anywhere in existing code. Camisa said it is not included in Title 

17. Regarding private sewer systems, Johnson said the state plumbing code includes them as a 

separate chapter, and the City has adopted the plumbing code. He is unsure if the chapter 

regarding private sewer systems was a part of that adoption. The Health Department has 

adopted the chapter.  

 

The committee also agreed the information on hard surfaces, walkways and driveways could be 

removed, as it is already included in the existing code.  

 

Huber recommended some modifications to the memo, including the addition of information on 

animal sanitation and a determination on if information on pools of water should be included in 

the property maintenance code. Camisa will work on language regarding animal sanitation, 

including major points that would be recommended.   

 

Huber recommended the committee focus on presenting the memo to the City Commission to 

ensure the committee is going in the right direction rather than fretting about details that could 

be mute if the general direction is not supported. She also suggested prioritizing the outdoor 

storage ordinance with a goal of finishing it at the September meeting, and revisiting the 

property maintenance memo in October. She will bring an updated draft of the memo to the 

September meeting. 

 

G. Review proposed changes to the grass cutting and weed ordinance.  

Camisa presented proposed changes to the grass cutting and weed ordinance. One suggestion is 

a provision that allows an exemption for properties that are difficult to maintain, specifically 

areas with steep slopes. He said there are residential, commercial and public properties in the 

community that would benefit from this provision. Camisa also suggested including exemptions 

for state and federal conservation programs, as the City does not have jurisdiction to cut grass 

in these areas. He also recommends cleaning up the language regarding agriculturally zoned 

properties. Anything zoned agricultural within the City is currently exempt, but the language in 

the current ordinance contradicts that. Camisa asked for the committee’s support on these 

changes before presenting it to the City Commission.  

 

Huettl recommended removing the word “unhealthy” from the current ordinance. Froseth asked 

if the ordinance would address noxious weeds or just grass cutting. Huber suggested including 

language that emphasized the requirement to maintain the area free of weeds, regardless of the 

ability to mow it. Lalim recommended clarification on easements mentioned in section 2. 

Johnson recommended reversing the order of the language to, “federal conservation easements 

or programs.” 

 

Huber moved to recommend supporting the proposed changes to the grass cutting and weed 

ordinance. Bullinger seconded. The motion passed unanimously.  

 

H. Other Business 
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Huber provided a report on the United Way Day of Caring. Committee members Amy Schmidt 

and Brian Dehnert helped spearhead some activities within the community, including 

landscaping, ditch work, garbage clean-up and clean-up at Longfellow Park.  

 

Leingang suggested future discussion on items included in the International Property 

Maintenance Code for possible inclusion in the City’s Property Maintenance Code, including 

sections regarding rodent harborage and grading and drainage. Camisa noted that while there 

are no direct provisions regarding these types of concerns, the City is currently able to handle 

the issues. Lalim said rodent harborage is a Health Department issue, and concerns would be 

forwarded to that department. Decker noted there are storm water provisions that address 

concerns that may arise regarding grading and drainage. 

 

I. Future Meetings 

1. Thursday, August 13, 2015  7:30 a.m. 

2. Thursday, September 10, 2015  7:30 a.m. 

 

J. Adjourn 

Decker moved to adjourn. Leingang seconded. The motion passed unanimously.  

 

FUTURE 2014-15 AGENDA ITEMS: 

1. Consider signage to discourage littering 

2. Suggestions from Joe on potential code changes 

3. Community Clean-up Day 

 

ITEMS FOR FOLLOW-UP: 

 Status of proposed graffiti ordinance 

 Decker will bring proposed language for outdoor storage in different types of industrial 

and commercial zones. 

 Ellen will provide an updated draft of the property maintenance memo. 

o Camisa will work on language regarding animal sanitation, including major 

points that would be recommended.   

 Jim will work with Brown on the proposed garbage container ordinance. 

 


