
Mandan Community Beautification Committee 
Thursday, January 8, 2015 

7:30 a.m. 
Mandan City Hall 

205 Second Avenue NW 
 
 

A. Roll Call:  
1. Roll call of committee members and liaisons 

Chairman Damian Huettl called the meeting to order. Members 
present are indicated with a . Program Coordinator Krista 
Harju, Principal Planner Bob Decker and Administrative Sgt. David 
Mills were also in attendance.  
 
B. Update on committee membership 
Jim Neubauer updated the committee on current membership. 
Two members, Amy Schmidt and Tammy Lapp-Harris, were re-
appointed by the City Commission in December 2014. Jason 
Steffenhagen resigned, leaving one vacancy. The committee 
discussed how to advertise for the position. Ellen Huber will 
send out a press release encouraging letters of interest. The call 
for applicants will be open through Jan. 30 or until the position 
is filled. 
 
C. Election of chair and vice chair for 2015 
Laurie Leingang moved to re-appoint Huettl as chairperson of 
the committee. Lapp-Harris seconded. Motion passed 
unanimously. Huettl accepted the appointment. 
 
Neubauer moved to re-appoint Leingang as vice chairperson. 
Amy Schmidt seconded. Motion passed unanimously. Leingang 
accepted the appointment. 
 
D. Consider minutes from meeting on Nov. 13, 2014 
Leingang moved to approve the minutes from the Nov. 13, 2014 
meeting. Schmidt seconded. Motion passed unanimously.  
 
E. Continue review of draft property maintenance code 

(Overland Park, KS example)  
1. Sections 17-05-20-21 – Outdoor Storage  - Review other 

city examples from Muni-Code  
2. Section 17-05-23 Violation; Penalty 
3. Section 17-05-24 Construction 

 
17-05-20-21 
Decker provided a few references on outdoor storage and asked for direction on what the 
committee wants to focus on. Information provided indicates Grand Forks requires all exterior 
storage be in a building in residential areas and within business districts in a building or behind 
an opaque fence. Storage in industrial areas is to be screened from public view. Fargo does not 
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allow outdoor storage or display of goods and merchandise in neighborhood commercial 
districts. Dumpsters and outdoor storage areas must be screened from view of any residential 
properties by buildings, fences, walls, berms or landscape buffers at least as tall as the 
dumpster.  Huber thought Mandan’s concern is mostly for commercial properties. Information 
on Bismarck’s ordinance was not included. Leingang and Huber asked Decker to gather the 
information. He will provide it at the Feb. 12 meeting.  

 
Steve Nardello said the Mandan Architectural Review Commission already requires dumpsters 
to be screened and property owners are required to provide the location of dumpsters for all new 
projects. He said exceptions may need to be made in certain districts, such as the downtown 
district, in which many dumpsters are located in alleyways, making it difficult for some 
businesses to meet possible requirements. 

  
Decker said it’s difficult to regulate, because it is contracted to an outside company, Armstrong 
Sanitation, and it is complaint driven. He also noted the type of garbage truck used could affect 
the logistics of dumpster placement and enclosures. He recommended contacting Armstrong 
Sanitation and keeping the ordinance simple.  
 
Neubauer pointed out the ordinance would require existing property owners to build enclosures, 
previously not required. Jeff Wright recommended allowing six months to a year for property 
owners to become compliant and fine those who do not comply. Decker will draft an ordinance 
concentrating on trash management in commercial zones, including exceptions and zoning 
information. 

 
No current requirements specifically reference outdoor storage for one to two dwelling homes. 
The police department has received many complaints regarding trash containers placed on the 
curb, because it is unattractive and there are concerns about animals tearing the bags open and 
the wind carrying loose garbage. Bullinger recommended requiring people to take trash to the 
curb no earlier than 6 p.m. the night before pick-up and removing it no later than 10 p.m. the 
day of collection. Neubauer recommended also restricting the storage of trash containers during 
other days of the week, requiring them to be stored in the back yard or side of the house if stored 
outdoors. Bullinger will work with Decker to draft language.  

 
Bullinger said he would like to see a requirement for scrap materials to be stored in an enclosed 
structure, so it doesn’t collect trash when the wind blows. There is an ordinance in place, but it 
doesn’t cover all zones. Those in the zones where the ordinance complies can be fined for 
noncompliance.   

 
17-05-23-24 Violation: Penalty and Construction 
City Attorney Malcolm Brown has not yet reviewed these sections. Neubauer will ask him to 
review before the next meeting.  

 
F. Compare the existing language in Mandan Municipal Code Title 17 with the recommended 

changes to the Overland Park, KS example 
Leingang asked for a comparison to determine if anything is missing, no longer needed, and to 
determine what needs to be replaced or added to existing municipal code. Huber recommended 
having City staff handle the review and comparison. Neubauer agreed. City staff will review and 
report the findings to the committee. Neubauer will visit with staff to determine timeframe and 
allocation of the work. Any changes will be drafted in the MuniCode process. Since it is 



introducing a lot of new things to property owners, it will need to be presented to City 
Commission.  

 
G. Report on resignation from the committee.  

 
H. Other Business 
Schmidt will serve as the lead organizer of Spring Clean-up Day. Wright recommended 
coordinating Spring Clean-up Day with Spring Clean-up Week, which usually falls at the end 
of April. He also recommended scheduling it for the same time as Bismarck’s Clean-up Week. 
The week usually runs from Saturday- Saturday. Mills said people are accustomed to the way it 
was run in the past, and they don’t like change. Last year, trash wasn’t collected from the 
alleyways and many people were upset. He recommended picking up in the alleyways again.  

 
Schmidt recommended scheduling Clean-up Week around Earth Day, which is April 22, so 
perhaps Saturday, April 25, if the weather permits. She will talk to Deb Seminary about what 
Bismarck is doing and will report back at the next meeting.  
 
The City has received a complaint about not having an ordinance in place to handle graffiti 
remediation on private property, also termed defacement of property in the International 
Property Maintenance Code section 302.9. Bullinger and Decker will look for more information 
and present it at the next meeting. 
 
Neubauer reported that the new job position of Code Enforcement Officer will be posted in the 
next day or two.  
 
I. Future Meetings 

1. Thursday, February 12, 2014  7:30 a.m. 
2. Thursday, March 12, 2014      7:30 a.m. 
 

J. Adjourn 
Neubauer moved to adjourn. Leingang seconded. Motion passed unanimously.  
 

FUTURE 2014-15 AGENDA ITEMS: 
1. Review to-date suggested changes to proposed property maintenance code 
2. Consider signage to discourage littering 
3. Plan for 2015 Community Cleanup Event 
4. Discuss Commercial/Residential Trash Containers 
5. Graffiti Remediation Ordinance Consideration 

 
 


