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November meetings
City Commission, Nov. 6
and 20, 5:30 p.m., City Hall

School Board, Nov. 5 and
19, 5:30 p.m., City Hall

Park Board, Nov. 12, 5:30
p.m., City Hall

County Commission,
Nov. 13, 4 p.m., Morton
County Courthouse

City Planning and Zoning
Commission, Nov. 26, 5:15
p.m., City Hall

State of the City
Mayor Arlyn VanBeek will
present insights on
Mandan’s growth at a State
of the Cities breakfast
hosted by the Bismarck-
Mandan Chamber on Oct.
30 beginning at 7:30 a.m. at
the Radisson Hotel,
Bismarck. Register to
attend by calling 223-5660.

ACHIEVEMENT
ACT scores rank well.

All North Dakota high

school students are now

required to take the ACT exam as juniors.

Prior to 2010, only students interested in

advanced schooling took the college readiness

exam. North Dakota is one of only a handful of

states requiring all students to take the ACT.

Mandan High School juniors in the spring of

2012 (now seniors) achieved an average

composite score of 20.67, third in the state

among Class A public school districts (behind

only Fargo and Grand Forks).

Vote approving new elementary school

will improve classroom sizes. Mandan’s

average first grade classroom size for the 2012-

13 school year is 24 students. A new school

with two classrooms at each grade level will

reduce the student to teacher ratio. Smaller class

sizes allow teachers to better individualize

instruction.

Development taking off in north Mandan
A much anticipated project took another step forward
Sept. 24 when Walmart took out a building permit for
a $13.5 million supercenter to be located northeast of
the intersection of Sunset Drive NW and Old Red Trail.
Perhaps construction will have begun by the time you
read this newsletter.

The generally strong regional economy, proximity to the
interstate and Walmart’s plans have helped to
stimulate other projects in the area:

• St. Alexius Medical Center has begun site
work for construction of a new two-
story, 22,000-square-foot clinic to
open in 2014.

• Riverwest Development has been
doing site work for construction of
two professional office buildings on
the lot in the southwest corner of
the intersection of Sunset Drive and
27th Street NW.

• Prairie Rose Dentistry has posted a
“coming soon” sign on

a lot in the north
west corner of the
intersection of Old
Red Trail and Sunset
Drive NW.

• Fifth Addition, LLC, is
closing on the purchase of 19 acres of city-owned property. First on
their list of development plans is construction of a new hotel.

• Mike and Pat Wachter, partners in Harmony Properties, were
recently awarded the bid for the purchase and demolition of a former
water reservoir property to the east of Eighth Avenue NW and the
Walmart location. The Wachters presented conceptual plans for
inclusion of the 1-acre site in a
more comprehensive
commercial development in
the area.

The North Dakota
Department of
Transportation is reported to
be currently studying traffic
on Interstate 94 on and off
ramps in the Bismarck-
Mandan metropolitan area.

Walmart’s projected annual sales of
$50 million will add substantially to
the City of Mandan’s 1% local sales
tax collections ($1.7 million in 2011).
Not all sales will be taxable, but the
store should generate around
$400,000 in local sales tax revenue.
Mandan has historically used sales
tax dollars for the following public
benefits:
• 40% property tax reduction,
• 27% street, water & sewer

improvements,
• 28% job and economic

development,
• 5% municipal debt reduction.

Key to reducing
property taxes

A rendering of the planned new St.
Alexius Medical Clinic in Mandan.



Contact us
Mandan City Hall
205 Second Avenue NW
Phone 701-667-3215
Fax 701-667-3223
www.cityofmandan.com

Mandan City Commission
Mayor Arlyn VanBeek
Mike Braun
Dot Frank
Dennis Rohr
Sandra Tibke

City Departments
Administration .......... 667-3215
Airport Authority ....... 663-0669
Assessing &
Building Inspection .. 667-3230
Business
Development ........... 667-3485
Cemetery ................ 667-6044
Engineering, Planning &
Zoning .................... 667-3225
Finance .................. 667-3213
Fire ......................... 667-3288
Human Resources . 667-3217
Landfill .................... 667-0184
Library .................... 667-5365
Municipal Court ...... 667-3270
Police ..................... 667-3455
Public Works .......... 667-3240
Special
Assessments .......... 667-3271
Utility Billing ............ 667-3219
Waste Water
Treatment ............... 667-3278
Water Treatment .... 667-3275

Receive E-mail Notices
Sign up to receive notice of city
meetings and news  in the “E-
mail Updates” section of
www.cityofmandan.com.
Meeting dates and agendas
are available.

QUESTION OF THE MONTH
Between lower property
taxes & increasing police
protection, which would
you choose?
Visit www.cityofmandan.com by
Oct. 31  to respond.

ON-LINE POLL RESULTS
Morton Mandan Public Library
The on-line poll for September asked, “How often do you visit the Morton Mandan Public
Library?” There were 75 respondents. The most common response, by 45 percent, was “a
few times per year.” Nine percent of respondents said they visit weekly and 16% said
monthly. Twenty-nine percent responded that they’ve never visited the Morton Mandan
Public Library.

The Morton Mandan Public Library offers a variety of services. Cards are available free of
charge with a driver’s license or other official form of identification showing a current
mailing address. Items that may be checked out include books, magazines, videos and
DVDs. The library also has three meeting rooms available for community use. Contact the
library at 667-5365 to make a reservation. Other services include free computer internet
access (limited to one hour per person per day). Printing, copying and scanning is
available for a cost-covering fee.

Remove campers, trailers, boats from streets before snowfall
To accommodate street maintenance and snow removal, campers, trailers and boats most be
removed. Municipal code 20-14-23.5, which addresses parking violations of campers, trailers
and boats, is enforceable by towing and/or a $10 fine. The time limit for a camper, trailer and
boat on the street is 12 hours for the purpose of loading or unloading.

Fees for multiple false alarms to increase in 2013
The City Commission at its Sept. 18 meeting approved an increase to the fee assessed to
property owners for emergency response to more than three false alarms at the same address
within a calendar year. There will remain no charge for up to three false alarms. The current
fee for more than three false alarms is $25 each. Under the new fee structure, effective Jan. 1,
2013, the assessment will be as follows:

• 4-6 false alarms — $150
• 7-9 false alarms — $300
• 10 or more — $500

A false alarm is one caused by system failure, improper or negligent maintenance, operation
or control. Fire Chief Steve Nardello explains that alarms prompted by burnt food or an alarm
pulled by a prankster are considered legitimate alarms and would not be assessed the fee.
The increased fee structure is intended to encourage property owners to repair and maintain
their alarm systems to reduce the number of false alarms and recoup costs associated with
emergency response to false alarms. Mandan police and fire departmetns responded to 301
alarms in 2011 with 241 of the alarms being false alarms. These involved bank, burglar/
intruder,  medical, and fire alarms.

Property owners with recently installed alarm systems are reminded of an ordinance
requiring registration with the Police Department.  The annual registration fee is $15 for each
type of alarm.  For more info, call the Police Department at 667-3250.

Library patrons can now access books digitally
The Morton Mandan Public Library now offers card holders the opportunity to download
digital books and audiobooks. The service is available through the library’s membership in
the Library2Go consortium, consisting of libraries throughout North Dakota. The consortium
shares a subscription to OverDrive, a leading database in providing digital content. A link to
the Library2Go website is available on the Morton Mandan Public Library page at
www.cityofmandan.com.

To initially make the service available for a card holder, a library staff member must input the
card number manually. To be added to the list of eBook users, email mmplebooks@cdln.info.

Patrons need a library card with a 14-digit number to access the service. If your card does not
have 14 digits and is issued by Morton Mandan Public Library, please request a new number
by sending an e-mail to mmplebooks@cdln.info. For more info, call the library at 667-5365.
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