
Community survey included with newsletter
This month’s utility bill mailing includes a community survey. City of Mandan leaders,
staff and volunteers would like the opinion of residents and business operators on topics
related to the community as a whole, city services, development and marketing. Residents
and property owners are asked to complete the survey and return it to City Hall by Oct. 5.

The survey is also available online at www.surveymonkey.com/s/mandansurvey. Results will
be summarized in a future Mandan Messenger newsletter and posted at
www.cityofmandan.com.

City tax levy dips with rise in sales tax collections
The tax bill that property owners receive in December will show a decreased mill levy for
city services. The City of Mandan’s preliminary budget for 2013 proposes total revenues of
$24,695,700 and expenditures of $24,125,550. Proposed expenditures are up from 2012,
but thanks to increasing revenues from sales tax collections, the mill levy will actually
decrease 4.06 mills to 93.65 mills for the city’s share of the tax bill. Another positive factor
is that the commercial property base, taxed at a rate of 10% of the assessed value, has been
expanding faster in the last few years than the residential base, taxed at 9%. The budget
document is posted at www.cityofmandan.com.

For an existing residential property valued at $175,000 with an average valuation increase
of 0.1%, the decrease in property taxes should be $31. This excludes special assessments
for public improvements. City services account for about 24 percent of the total mill levy.
School district, Morton County and park district services account for the remainder.

The monthly water and sewer utility base rate in 2013 is slated to
increase by $1.70 for residential property, $3.40 for commercial and
industrial, and $5.10 for apartments (3+units). The increase is to
provide funding for water and sewer utility improvement projects.
Service rates will increase by $.10 per 100 cubic feet for water, $.05 for
sewer, and $.90 per month for street lights.

Homeowners may apply for 2013 free repairs
Rebuilding Together is a United Way agency that provides assistance
to people who own their homes, but because of physical limitations or
income, are not able to cover costs of home repair. The Greater
Bismarck/Mandan Area organization is accepting applicants for its
2013 Rebuilding Day. Repairs are done by volunteers at no cost to the
homeowner. The deadline to apply is Oct. 1. Call and leave a voice
message at 701-221-3232 or visit www.rebuildingtogetherbisman.com.

Rehabilitation and modification services that support a safe and
healthy home may include accessibility devices, flooring, plumbing,
electrical, appliances, paint, doors, windows, fall prevention, fire
safety and prevention and other general safety repairs. Persons
served are typically low-income, elderly-at-risk, veterans and
military families, families with children, people living with
disabilities, and victims of disaster. Qualified applicants must own
and reside in a home within a 10-mile radius of Mandan and
Bismarck. Inquiries remain confidential. Applications will be
reviewed in November and projects will be selected in December.
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October meetings
City Commission, Oct. 2
and 16, 5:30 p.m., City Hall

School Board, Oct. 1 and 15,
5:30 p.m., City Hall

Park Board, Oct. 8, 5:30
p.m., City Hall

County Commission,
Oct. 9, 4 p.m., Morton
County Courthouse

City Planning and Zoning
Commission, Oct. 22, 5:15
p.m., City Hall

Mandan’s growth
•  Public elementary school

enrollment is up 93
students, a 6.4% increase.

• Permits issued for single
family homes stand at 117
as of Aug. 28, tying the
previous record.

• Residential permits total
372 units, shattering last
year’s record.

ADVENTURE
Mandan’s first

Oktoberfest to be held

Oct. 6-7. The Mandan

Progress Organization will debut a new

event this fall. Plans are to transform Dykshoorn

Park into an autumn playland. The festival will

celebrate the region’s German heritage with a

variety of German food booths, craft beers, live

music and family activities such as

Hammerschlagen (a nail pounding contest) and

kids pumpkin contests. There will be a

scarecrow decorating contest and auction to

benefit HIT, Inc. For more info, stay tuned to

www.mandanprogress.org.

5K & 10 K road races planned for Oct. 6.

Plan to walk or run in the Beef It Up: Fuel for the Finish

race or the Mandan Fire Department’s “Through the

Smoke” race. Register for the N.D. Cattlewomen’s race

at www.active.com or call 701-516-4688. For more info

on the Fire Department race, call 701-400-4313 or visit

www.cityofmandan.
com.



Contact us
Mandan City Hall
205 Second Avenue NW
Phone 701-667-3215
Fax 701-667-3223
www.cityofmandan.com

Mandan City Commission
Mayor Arlyn VanBeek
Mike Braun
Dot Frank
Dennis Rohr
Sandra Tibke

City Departments
Administration .......... 667-3215
Airport Authority ....... 663-0669
Assessing &
Building Inspection .. 667-3230
Business
Development ........... 667-3485
Cemetery ................ 667-6044
Engineering, Planning &
Zoning .................... 667-3225
Finance .................. 667-3213
Fire ......................... 667-3288
Human Resources . 667-3217
Landfill .................... 667-0184
Library .................... 667-5365
Municipal Court ...... 667-3270
Police ..................... 667-3455
Public Works .......... 667-3240
Special
Assessments .......... 667-3271
Utility Billing ............ 667-3219
Waste Water
Treatment ............... 667-3278
Water Treatment .... 667-3275

Receive E-mail Notices
Sign up to receive notice of city
meetings and news  in the “E-
mail Updates” section of
www.cityofmandan.com.
Meeting dates and agendas
are available.

QUESTION OF THE MONTH

How often do you visit
the Morton Mandan
Public Library?
Visit www.cityofmandan.com by
Sept. 30  to respond.

ON-LINE POLL RESULTS
Respondents express high degree of interest in recycling
The on-line poll for August asked, “How interested are you in recycling?” There were 119
respondents. Sixty-three percent indicated they are “very interested” and another 17%
selected “somewhat interested.” Only 20% chose “not at all interested.”

Free franchising 101 presentation offered Sept. 27 in Mandan
Take advantage of an opportunity to learn about the ins and outs of franchising from local
entrepreneurs who are, or have been, successful franchise owners in the Bismarck-Mandan
community.  A “Franchising 101” workshop is scheduled for Thursday, Sept. 27 beginning at
7 p.m. at the Seven Seas Inn, Mandan.

The panel of successful local entrepreneurs will discuss their individual franchise
experiences and provide an overview of key issues they have encountered.  The panel
includes Annette Behm-Caldwell of Open Road Honda, Shannon Gangl of the Best Western
Seven Seas Inn and Montana Mike’s Steakhouse, Dale Preszler of Outdoor Services/Indoor
Services Inc., and Dennis Sotebeer of McDonalds.

The workshop is a joint effort of the Bismarck-Mandan Development Association (BMDA),
the Bismarck-Mandan Chamber of Commerce, City of Mandan Business Development and
Communication Office, and the Mandan Tomorrow Economic Opportunity & Prosperity
Committee. The workshop is free with pre-registration requested.  To register, contact the
Chamber at 223-5660 or at www.bismarckmandan.com.

Property owners need to register, pay fees for alarm systems
Over the last several years, outside alarm vendors have visited both business and residences
in Mandan offering medical, fire, and security alarm systems.  These vendors are required to
register with the State of North Dakota and the communities in which they offer installation
and monitoring of their systems.  Mandan Police Chief Dennis Bullinger points out property
owners with newly installed alarms need to be aware of an ordinance, Chapter 6-01 of
Mandan Municipal Code, related to alarm systems including a requirement for notification,
an annual fee, and a fee for false alarms.

Annual fee. Any person, organization, business or establishment who establishes, installs or
connects any system designed to notify the Mandan Police Department or Fire Department of
an emergency shall be assessed an annual fee.  The fee is $15 annually for each type of alarm.

Notification of establishment of alarm. Any person, organization, business or establishment
who establishes any alarm site shall notify the Police Department in writing and on the forms
provided, within 48 hours of the alarm site activation.

False alarms.  A false alarm is defined as one which is caused due to system failure,
improper or negligent maintenance, operation or control, but not one due to an act of God.
Any alarm site which has more than three false alarms in a one-year period from Jan. 1
through Dec. 31, shall be assessed a fee for each false alarm in excess of three.  At present, the
fee is $25 for each alarm.

If you recently purchased and installed a system from a service provider who monitors your
alarms, and you have not yet registered with the police department, please do so by calling
667-3250 and ask to speak with Cheryl Kroh.

Annual Fire Prevention Week parade & open house Oct. 9
The Mandan Fire Department will hold a fire truck parade on Tuesday, Oct. 9 beginning at
6:30 p.m. The parade of trucks will depart the Mandan Rural Fire Station and proceed down
Old Red Trail to Sixth Avenue NW and Main Street, turning around at 13 Avenue NE and
continuing down First Street NE to Station 1 at 110 Collins Avenue. A Fire Department open
house begins at 7 p.m. Activities will include demonstrations of vehicle extrication and fire
extinguisher training, fire truck rides, hands-on experience spraying a fire hose, a smoke
house, and Patches the fire dog. Free hotdogs and pop will be served. Local fire departments,
emergency medical services and rescue service workers and volunteers will participate.
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