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October meetings
City Commission, Oct. 4
and 18, 5:30 p.m., City Hall

School Board, Oct. 3 and 17,
5:30 p.m., City Hall

Park Board, Oct. 10, 5:30
p.m., City Hall

County Commission, Oct.
11, 2 p.m., Morton County
Courthouse.

City Planning and Zoning
Commission, Oct. 24, 5:15
p.m., City Hall

Flood costs
Mandan’s  flood control
expenses total $2.2
million at August’s end.
City officials expect that
number to double with
removal of protections.
After FEMA and state
assistance, the local share
will be 3 percent.

ADVENTURE
Haunted Fort. Located

at Fort Abraham Lincoln

State Park, 7 miles south of

Mandan on Highway 1806, the Haunted Fort

is open evenings from 7 to 11 p.m. on Oct. 14-

15, Oct. 21-22, and Oct. 28-29., plus from 7 to 10

p.m. on Oct. 20 and Oct. 27. The cost is $10 per

person. Halloween Kids Bash events will be

held Oct. 16, 23 and 30 from 1 to 4 p.m. The

cost is $3 per child. Adults with children

admitted free. For more info:

www.hauntedfort.co
m.

Papa’s Pumpkin Patch. The patch opens at

Dacotah Centennial Park on Sept. 12 to school

tours with a grand opening Sept. 17, remaining

open through Oct. 22. Activities include train

and pony rides, a pumpkin cannon, live music

on weekends and much more. An estimated

45,000 people are expected to visit the patch.

For more info: www.papaspumpki
ns.com.

City budget down slightly from 2011
The City of Mandan’s preliminary budget for 2012 proposes total revenues of $22,203,350
and expenditures of $21,771,250. Expenditures are down 1.45 percent from the 2011
budget. The share of revenue needed from property taxes is $4,387,134, requiring a levy of
97.72 mills, a notch below 2010 and 2009. A levy of 97.72 mills is the average for the state’s
other 11 largest cities from 2011, a target the City Commission strives to stay at or below.
The budget document is posted at www.cityofmandan.com.

For an existing residential property valued at $175,000 with an average 2.3 percent
increase in true and full value, the bump in property taxes for city services will be $15. This
excludes special assessments. City services account for about 24 percent of the total mill
levy. School district, Morton County, and park district services account for the remainder.

The water utility base rate per month will increase by $2.53 for residential properties, $7.59
for apartments (3+ units), $5.06 for commercial and industrial and $7.59 for apartment and
commercial combination properties. The increases will help cover $7 million in
improvements at the water treatment plant. Garbage rates are also increasing $.05 per
month. The last garbage rate increase was in 1993.

Flood info round-up
Deadline to apply for disaster assistance is Sept. 22. Residents and business
owners who were affected by the disaster are encouraged to register for assistance by
calling 1-800-621-3362. Individuals may also register at www.disasterassistance.gov. Loan
applications to the U.S. Small Business Administration for disaster-related losses to real

and personal property are also due Sept. 22. For more info, call the SBA
Customer Service Center at 1-800-659-2955.

Bay plugs to stay for time being. Due to uncertainty about river
fluctuations, bay plugs will remain until 2012. Officials will evaluate the
situation as the river drops and work on removal plans for spring.

WWWWWaste waste waste waste waste waaaaater discter discter discter discter discharharharharharggggge re re re re returetureturetureturns to norns to norns to norns to norns to normal rmal rmal rmal rmal routeouteouteouteoute..... When the
Missouri River level dropped in August, the City was able to move its
effluent to the normal discharge route, east of the plant to the Missouri
River. Discharge to the south and west of the plant was discontinued.

Flood generated debris removal.Flood generated debris removal.Flood generated debris removal.Flood generated debris removal.Flood generated debris removal. The City Commission will review
bids for removal projects at its Sept. 6 meeting. Proposals were sought
for removal of interior earthen levees, sandbags, Hessco barriers, jersey
barriers along the interstate, plus restoration of sandbag filling and
and disposal sites. Work is expected to begin immediately and be
completed by Nov. 1. Included in the bid proposal is a section for site
restoration, which includes leveling of disrupted areas and seeding
with a grass mixture. Landscaping that may have been disrupted
such as retaining walls, flower beds or irrigation systems are not
eligible costs and not part of the restoration contract.

Individual sandbags cannot be removed from private property under
the contract. Watch for an announcement about removal from the
public right of way. Due to uncertainty of winter and spring
precipitation, protective measures on property adjacent to the river will
remain. Removal is planned for spring pending weather conditions.



Contact us
Mandan City Hall
205 Second Avenue NW
Phone 701-667-3215
Fax 701-667-3223
www.cityofmandan.com

Mandan City Commission
Mayor Tim Helbling
Dot Frank
Thomas Jackson
Dennis Rohr
Sandra Tibke

City Departments
Administration ........ 667-3215
Airport Authority ....... 663-0669
Assessing &
Building Inspection . 667-3230
Business
Development .......... 667-3485
Cemetery ............... 667-6044
Engineering, Planning &
Zoning .................... 667-3225
Finance .................. 667-3213
Fire ......................... 667-3288
Human Resources . 667-3217
Landfill .................... 667-0184
Library .................... 667-5365
Municipal Court ...... 667-3270
Police ..................... 667-3455
Public Works .......... 667-3240
Special
Assessments .......... 667-3271
Utility Billing ............ 667-3219
Waste Water
Treatment ............... 667-3278
Water Treatment .... 667-3275

Receive E-mail Notices
Sign up to receive notice of
city meetings and news  in
the “E-mail Updates” section
of www.cityofmandan.com.
Meeting dates and agendas
are available.

QUESTION OF THE MONTH
Have you found flood info
in this newsletter and on
the city website to be
helpful?
Visit www.cityofmandan.com by
Oct. 1 to respond.

ON-LINE POLL RESULTS
Few respondents aware of Mandan’s online business directory
The on-line poll for August asked, “Have you ever used Mandan’s online business
directory?” There were only 43 respondents. The majority of respondents, 53%, indicated
they didn’t know there was an online directory. Of those who were aware, 19% had used it
and 28% had not.

The on-line directory is posted at www.cityofmandan.com with links on the home page and in
Resident, Business and Business Development subsections. A link has now been added to
the Visitor section, too. The directory was an addition to the new City site when it was
launched in August 2010. The number of unique visitors to the business directory has been
increasing with promotion over the last several months.

Property re-assessment nearly done
The City of Mandan’s re-assessment project is nearly complete. The Assessing and Building
Inspection Department has needed to review more than 5,200 residential parcels and a little
over 700 commercial parcels. For those who haven’t responded to requests for a physical
walk-thru, your assessment is then based on a street appraisal. To schedule a physical walk-
thru, call 667-3230. The new assessed values will go into effect for property taxes levied in
2012 and payable in 2013.

Fire prevention parade, open houses planned for Oct. 11
The  Mandan Fire Department will hold a parade and fire prevention open houses on Oct. 11.
The fire truck parade begins at 6:30 p.m., starting from the Mandan Rural Fire Station
proceeding south along Old Red Trail to Sixth Avenue NW and Main Street, ending at the
Collins Avenue station. The open houses begin at 7 p.m. at both the Collins Avenue and
Lakewood stations. Activities and demonstrations will include vehicle extrication, hose
spraying, fire truck rides, fire extinguisher training, a smoke house and much more. Free hot
dogs and pop will be served.

Check insurance policy for proper fire protection rating
The Mandan Fire Department encourages residents to check with their insurance companies
to ensure they are receiving the proper credit rating for City of Mandan fire protection. Many
residents are receiving a credit for rural fire protection, which is more expensive and is not
applied to the city. Insurance premiums for city fire protection are less expensive than that of
rural fire protection. For questions, contact your insurance agent.

Restrictions on tall grasses, weeds extended through October
The code of ordinances for the City of Mandan has required property owners at a minimum
to mow tall grasses or spray weeds on their property by May 1, June 1, July 1, Aug. 1 and
Sept. 1 of each year. At the City Commission’s meeting on Aug. 16, this was extended to
include Oct. 1. The height restriction is 6 inches.

Notices reminding property owners of the requirement to mow or spray weeds, tall grasses
and other unhealthy vegetation are published monthly between April and September in the
Mandan News. To report a property, please contact the Fire Department, phone 667-3288.
Please remember to provide an address of the property. If property owners do not comply
with the requirement within 7 days of receipt of a notice, the department will arrange to have
the property mowed or sprayed. Costs will be assessed to the property owner.

Talks of sewer service for river area stall over annexation
The Captain’s Landing Township, located along the Missouri River between the Liberty
Memorial Bridge and the railroad bridge, requested access to sanitary sewer services at the
City Commission’s Aug. 16 meeting. The City Commission authorized staff to develop an
agreement for services to include a commitment that annexation would not be protested at
some future date, be it three, five, or 10 years down the road, subject to negotiation. Captain’s
Landing Township Chairman Bob Hruby responded in an Aug. 22 memo, “Unless the City
Commission wants to reconsider its demand that annexation be mandated in any waste
water disposal contract between the City and the Township, we do not see any need for
further discussions.”
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