
Mandan wins publicity in patriotic contest
Mandan gained positive publicity this summer for its
Fourth of July celebration, other community events and
attractions through a “Best of the Road” contest hosted by
Rand McNally and USA Today. As one of six finalists in
the “Best Small Towns in America” contest in the patriotic
category, Mandan hosted a travel review team on July 6-7.
Gainesville, Texas, was named the winner.

Mandan Independence Day Parade Chair Marlo
Anderson, who nominated Mandan for the contest, thanks
state and local leaders, businesses, and citizens for
supporting the project. He says, “Even though Mandan
did not win, I think Mandan has benefited greatly in a
number of ways.”

The travel team, known as Midlife Road Trip and
consisting of Rick Griffin of Atlanta, Georgia, and Sandra
McKenna of Tampa, Florida, indicated they will be
creating an additional video about reasons to visit
Mandan and each of the finalist communities in the

patriotic category. Griffin and McKenna have their own website and syndicated television
show. After repeatedly hearing “You should have been here,” with reference to Mandan
Rodeo Days and the annual Fourth of July celebration, they may return next year. For more

info, visit www.midliferoadtrip.tv.
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September meetings
City Commission, Sept. 4, 5
p.m., and 18, 5:30 p.m., City
Hall

School Board, Sept. 4, 7
p.m. and 17, 5:30 p.m., City
Hall

Park Board, Sept. 10, 5:30
p.m., City Hall

County Commission,
Sept. 11, 4 p.m., Morton
County Courthouse

City Planning and Zoning
Commission, Sept. 24, 5:15
p.m., City Hall

Residential growth
Mandan has issued permits
for 100 single family homes as
of July’s end, compared to a
full-year record of 117 in 2007.
Total new units permitted for
2012 stand at 215 including
condos, apartments and
mobile homes.

COMMUNITY
Movie in the Park. The

Mandan Park District will

host an outdoor movie night

Saturday, Sept.15, at Memorial Ballpark, 501 Third

Street SW. Gates open at 8:30 p.m. and the movie will

begin at 9 p.m. Concessions will be available. Movie

options (vote online at www.mandanparks.com

through Aug. 13) include The Lorax, Mighty Mac’s,

and We Bought a Zoo.

Farmers Market. Vendors will be selling fresh

garden produce in Heritage Park, on the 300 block of

W Main Street) on Tuesdays from 10 a.m. until sell-

out and Saturdays from 8 a.m. until sell-out. For

more info, call Diane Schmidt at 391-0506.

Flea Markets. Shoppers will find a variety of

items at flea markets being held the second

Saturdays of the month (Aug. 11 and Sept. 8) from

8 a.m. to 4 p.m. in Dykshoorn Park on the 500 block

of W Main Street. For more info, contact Sue

Hoffman at 400-0708.

Elementary school vote scheduled for Sept. 25
The Mandan Public School District is holding an election Tuesday,
Sept. 25, on whether to build a new elementary school. The school
district is proposing to build in northwest Mandan. Absentee ballots
will be available beginning Aug. 15 at the Brave Center, 901 Division
Street NW.

Polling hours Sept. 25 will be from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. The entire district is
one precinct with seven polling centers. Residents of the school district
can vote at any location:

• Custer Elementary School
• Fort Lincoln Elementary School
• Lewis and Clark Elementary School
• Mary Stark Elementary School
• Roosevelt Elementary School
• Mandan Middle School
• The Brave Center

Mandan Public School Superintendent Dr. Mike Bitz indicates that
authority to issue bonds for $12.5 million is needed to build the new
school. He hopes costs will come in closer to $11.5 million. The
maximum tax impact would be approximately $48.24 per year for
each $100,000 of property value.

A video featuring Mandan’s
patriotism has nearly 1,500
views at July’s end via the
www.bestoftheroad.com and
www.youtube.com websites.



Contact us
Mandan City Hall
205 Second Avenue NW
Phone 701-667-3215
Fax 701-667-3223
www.cityofmandan.com

Mandan City Commission
Mayor Arlyn VanBeek
Mike Braun
Dot Frank
Dennis Rohr
Sandra Tibke

City Departments
Administration .......... 667-3215
Airport Authority ....... 663-0669
Assessing &
Building Inspection .. 667-3230
Business
Development ........... 667-3485
Cemetery ................ 667-6044
Engineering, Planning &
Zoning .................... 667-3225
Finance .................. 667-3213
Fire ......................... 667-3288
Human Resources . 667-3217
Landfill .................... 667-0184
Library .................... 667-5365
Municipal Court ...... 667-3270
Police ..................... 667-3455
Public Works .......... 667-3240
Special
Assessments .......... 667-3271
Utility Billing ............ 667-3219
Waste Water
Treatment ............... 667-3278
Water Treatment .... 667-3275

Receive E-mail Notices
Sign up to receive notice of city
meetings and news  in the “E-
mail Updates” section of
www.cityofmandan.com.
Meeting dates and agendas
are available.

QUESTION OF THE MONTH

How interested are you
in recycling?

Visit www.cityofmandan.com by
August 31  to respond.

ON-LINE POLL RESULTS
Respondents pick variety of 4th of July activities as favorites
The on-line poll for July asked, “What is your favorite part of Mandan Rodeo Days and the
overall Fourth of July celebration?” There were 58 respondents. Twenty-two percent
selected “all” in reference to the nine activity options. Of the individual choices, Art in the
Park was the most popular at 19% followed by the fireworks, 16%; parade, 14%; and
military appreciation barbecue, 7%. The all class reunion and street dances/beer gardens
were each selected by 5% of respondents and Gladiator Rush and Party on the Prairie each
had 2% of the votes. Five percent selected “other” but no specific comments were received.

Cities to receive $9.7 million for business loan program
A consortium of 38 municipalities led by Mandan is expected to finalize agreements in
August to receive a $9.7 million allocation from the U.S. Department of Treasury for a
business loan program. The City of Mandan Business Development Office and the Lewis and
Clark Regional Development Council submitted applications last September on behalf of
Mandan, 36 cities and the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe to participate in the State Small
Business Credit Initiative, established by the Small Business Jobs Act of 2010.

The consortium received notice in late June of approval by the U.S. Department of the
Treasury. The consortium is eligible to receive $9,710,768 to support a loan participation
program for small businesses to help them expand and create jobs.

The allocation is based on the population represented by the consortium as a pro-rata share
of $13.1 million available for North Dakota in relation to the population represented by
another consortium, led by the City of Carrington.

The Mandan-led consortium has 90 days from closing, expected to be Aug. 31, to establish its
loan participation program. The LCRDC, which has offices in Mandan, will administer the
loan program in which a lender originates a senior loan and the SSBCI funds provide for a
second, subordinate loan to the same borrower. The program must ultimately leverage the
federal dollars to generate at least $10 in new small business investment for every $1 of SSBCI
support. The program should be up and running by December.

Dutch Elm disease devastating Mandan trees
Mandan is in danger of losing its impressive tree canopies. City Forester Barry Kiemele has
recently had to place orange tags on many elm trees, signifying the likely need for removal.

The culprit is Dutch Elm Disease caused by a fungus spread by a small elm bark beetle.
Visible signs include branches that turn an off-green or yellow color. Once the tree is infected,
it is very difficult to save the tree either by pruning or chemical injection. The infection has
often spread beyond the visible flagging. American elm trees growing close together can
infect each other through grafted roots.

In the last year or two, the disease has spread to the stately elm trees on Sixth Avenue NW
and to Dykshoorn Park. So far this summer, Kiemele has identified 75 street trees including
21 private and 21 in parks with Dutch Elm.

Kiemele says the warm winter may have allowed the problematic beetle to flourish and there
is no feasible way to chemically control the insect. A healthy American elm tree can be
injected with a fungicide to possibly prevent the disease in that particular tree, but with the
cost of the injections, it is not possible to treat all the publicly-owned elm trees in Mandan.
Kiemele explains that many American elm trees outside of city limits in the Heart River
drainage area have also contracted the disease, affecting the infection rate in Mandan.

To help prevent the disease, dispose of all elm firewood and deadwood. The elm bark beetle
overwinters in this wood, underneath the bark. If the bark is removed, the bare wood is not
harmful. Any dead, standing elm trees are also a problem. Residents are encouraged to
remove any tagged trees on their property. The sooner infected trees are removed, the easier it
is to control the spread of Dutch Elm. The city forestry crew can remove some smaller infected
trees, but a private tree service is needed for the larger American elm trees.

As American elm trees succumb to this disease or old age, new trees will have to be planted.
For info, call the City Forester at 667-3239.
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