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Redevelopment of former Jr. High School on hold
The City of Mandan has received questions in
recent months about the status of the former junior
high school buildings located at 406 Fourth Street
NW. The Mandan Public School District sold the
building in August 2012 to GPA, LLC, led by Jordan
Schuetzle of Yegen Development, Grand Forks. The
company planned to invest approximately $6
million to convert the buildings into Great Plains
Apartments, a 62-unit mixed income development.

Yegen Development has since put the project on
hold after construction bids came in at $7.5 million, creating a shortfall in investment
needed to move forward. The funding term expired in late 2013 for $584,192 in North
Dakota Housing Incentive Funds that had been awarded to the project for an affordable
component.

Schuetzle is now exploring other potential partnerships and funding options for rehab of
the building including federal tax credits for low income housing. He says, “The
increased cost of construction makes the initial idea of a full conversion no longer
feasible. One option we are considering is demolishing the non-historical buildings and
securing the historic ones for future conversion.”

Schuetzle welcomes inquires of interest in the property for housing or alternative uses.
He can be contacted at Yegen Development Corporation, phone 701-203-3010 or by e-
mail: jordan@yegendevelopment.com.

The property owner is responsible for maintenance of the buildings and grounds. City
officials are encouraging proper upkeep.

County Emergency Management offers shelters, notification
The tornado that touched near Watford City this spring prompted a review of shelter
options by Morton County Emergency Management. At the recommendation of Director
Tom Doering, the Mandan City Commission approved use of the City Hall basement as a
shelter for residents in the event of severe summer weather that meets criteria for
activation of the outdoor warning system.  The Morton County Commission is also
making available the basement of the County Courthouse. Outdoor sirens are activated
for severe thunderstorm warnings, tornado watches and tornado warnings.

Sign up for notification via CodeRED. Emergency Management also offers electron
notification of emergency and critical situations through the CodeRED system. It can
contact residents through their choice of telephone line, text, e-mail, devices for the
hearing impaired, and a smart phone application. Sign up via the Morton County
website: www.co.morton.nd.us.

Correction on street to be resurfaced
An article in last month’s newsletter about street projects
mistakenly indicated that 9th Street NE was to be resurfaced. It
should have said 9th Avenue NE, from Main Street to 4th Street.

August meetings
City Commission, Aug. 5 and 19,
5:30 p.m., City Hall

School Board, Aug. 4 and 18, 5:30
p.m., City Hall

Park Board, Aug. 11, 4:30 p.m.,
City Hall

County Commission,
Aug. 11 and 26, 5:30 p.m., Morton
County Courthouse

City Planning and Zoning
Commission, Aug. 25, 5:15 p.m.,
City Hall

New & expanding
Mandan businesses
• BAM Nutrition, 103 Second

Avenue NW
• Bayside Tesoro & Something’s

Brewing, 2721 46th Ave SE
• Cenex, 4426 Memorial Highway
• Dakota Travel Nurse, 1200 N

Collins Avenue (expansion/
relocation)

• Extended Life Home Care, 109
Collins Avenue

• Mandan Aero Center, 4490
Highway 6

• Satellite Shelters, 303 Bisman
Avenue SE

• Sweet Beginnings Bakery, 300 W
Main Street (expansion/relocation)

• Veit Construction, 2801
Memorial Highway

Upcoming
• Arby’s, approved for

construction, Overlook Lane
NW

• Bar M Steakhouse, 2815
Memorial Highway

• BREA, 306 W Main (planning
renovation, expansion)

• Past Gas Garage, approved for
construction, 1801 Eastside
Court SE

• Witt O’Brien’s, 1411 27th Street
NW



City Contacts
Mandan City Hall
205 Second Avenue NW
Phone 701-667-3215
Fax 701-667-3223
www.cityofmandan.com

Mandan City Commission
Mayor Arlyn VanBeek
Mike Braun
Shauna Laber
Dennis Rohr
Sandra Tibke

City Departments
Administration ............. 667-3215
Airport Authority ............ 663-0669
Assessing .................... 667-3232
Building Inspection ....... 667-3230
Business Development ................
& Communications ...... 667-3485
Cemetery .................... 667-6044
Engineering, Planning
& Zoning ...................... 667-3225
Finance ....................... 667-3213
Fire .............................. 667-3288
Human Resources ...... 667-3217
Landfill ........................ 667-0184
Library ......................... 667-5365
Municipal Court ........... 667-3270
Police .......................... 667-3250
Public Works ............... 667-3240
Special
Assessments ............... 667-3271
Utility Billing ................ 667-3219
Waste Water
Treatment .................... 667-3278
Water Treatment ......... 667-3275

Receive E-mail Notices
Sign up to receive notice of city
meetings and news  in the
“E-mail Updates” section of
www.cityofmandan.com. Meeting
dates and agendas are available.

QUESTION OF THE MONTH

Should the City take steps
to foster more affordable
housing developments?
Visit www.cityofmandan.com by
July 31 to respond.

ON-LINE POLL RESULTS
Park facility question inspired racing,
hockey users
June’s on-line poll asked, “What Mandan Park District

facility or feature do you use the most?” With 735 total responses as compared to typical
monthly response levels ranging from 50 to 200, it appears results may be skewed with
multiple responses from single users or IP addresses. The multiple responses are likely related
to current Park Board discussions about potential capital improvements and facility plans,
including discussions about possibly asking for a half-percent increase in the local sales tax
to fund such improvements. Here’s a summary of responses:

Water meter installations begin this month
The City of Mandan is replacing or updating nearly all of the 6,600 water meters in the city
with models that can be read remotely via radio transmission.  Installations are to begin in
July. The project is expected to be complete by January 2015.  Thirkettle Corporation is the
primary contractor for the project.

Technicians from Thirkettle and its subcontractor, Total Backflow Resources, Inc., will
begin installations in the area generally north of Main Street and east of Third Avenue
NW. A map showing the anticipated order of installations in three sets is posted to the
Announcements section of www.cityofmandan.com. In this same web section, property
owners will find photos of installation technicians. Every technician has passed a
background check by an independent third party and the City of Mandan. Copies of route
maps and photos of the technicians will also be available at City Hall in the Finance Office.

The City has requested that all contact the contractor makes with residents come from
Thirkettle Corp. Property owners will receive notification letters about 10 to 14 days before
work begins in their neighborhoods. Each appointment will be communicated via a
personalized postcard that will arrive 5-7 days before. Reminder phone calls will be made
to property owners the day before each appointment as a courtesy.

Property owners who are unable to accommodate their appointment  must call Thirkettle at
to reschedule at one of these numbers: 701-204-1083, 701-214-8930, or toll-free 888-305-
5292.  The City and its contractor need cooperation from property owners to continue
providing water services.  Failure to allow a technician to make the required upgrades
could result in temporary water service suspension which includes an operator’s fee from
the City of Mandan.

Appointments will generally take about 30 minutes, however the installation technicians
may require up to a 2-hour window of time to arrive at each property.  Someone over age 18
must be present during installation.  During the appointment, the technician will remove
the old meter and/or radio transceiver and install a new model.  The installation
technician will need at least 3 square feet of workspace to access the meter assembly.
Property owners are asked to remove any belongings that could block access to a water
meter assembly prior to the appointment.

• 274 Dacotah Centennial Park - speedway
• 224 All Seasons Arena (hockey)
• 66 Dacotah Centennial Park - soccer
• 28 Multi-Use Trails
• 23 Golf Courses
• 23 Neighborhood Parks
• 20 Baseball/Softball Diamonds
• 14 Aquatic Center
• 10 Raging Rivers Water Park

• 6 Archery Range
• 5 Dacotah Centennial Park - horse/rodeo

arena
• 4 Raging Fitness
• 4 Tennis Courts
• 2 Dog Park
• 7 Other
• 25 I don’t use any park district facilities.
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