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Mill levy decreases in Mandan offset valuation
increases for net reduction in property tax bill
Reducing property taxes has been a major priority for the City Commission and other
community leaders over the last decade or so. Property tax relief is also a key focus in
state legislative sessions. Since 2009, legislators have been helping to offset local property

May meetings
City Commission, May 7 and 21,
5:30 p.m., City Hall

School Board, May 6 and 20, 5:30
p.m., City Hall

Park Board, May 13, 5:30 p.m.,
City Hall

County Commission,
May 14, 4 p.m., Morton County
Courthouse

City Planning and Zoning
Commission, May 28, 5:15 p.m.,
City Hall.

Mandan Board of
Equalization reviews
property values April 30
The Mandan Board of
Equalization will meet April 30
at 5:30 p.m. at City Hall to
review 2013 property values.
Owners who disagree with
values placed on their properties
may appear at the hearing to
voice concern. Property owners
may contact the Assessing
Department at 667-3230 to ask
questions in advance.

After the Board of Equalization
hearing, city values are
submitted for consideration by
the county board in June and
state board in August.

The city ultimately takes the
portion of its budget to be
financed by taxes and divides it
by the taxable valuation of
property. The process results in
the city’s rate of taxation,
known as the mill rate.

AVERAGE RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY VALUATION
INCREASES & MILL LEVY CHANGES IN MANDAN

PROPERTY TAX BILL ON A MANDAN HOME
VALUED AT $150,000 FIVE YEARS AGO
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taxes with more state aid for K-12
public education, resulting in a
75 mill reduction.

With increasing property values,
legislators and citizens may
wonder about the net impact on
property tax bills. In Mandan, the
result over the last five years is a
consolidated tax bill that is 13
percent lower on average. The
consolidated bill includes levies
for all local government services:
schools, county, city and parks.

The example illustrated in these
graphs looks at a home that was
valued at $150,000 in 2008 and experienced average residential property value increases

as follows:
• 2008 - 4.00%
• 2009 - 3.20%
• 2010 - 2.31%
• 2011 - 0.10%.

Valuations for individual homes
will have varied depending upon
market factors such as sales of
similar structures and
improvements to the home.

Valuations as of Feb. 1, 2013, are
being analyzed. Numbers will be
available at the April 30 Mandan
Board of Equalization meeting.
These valuations impact the 2013

mill levy that will fund budgets for local government services in 2014.

Besides being mindful of budget expenditures, city leaders also work to offset property
taxes with other revenue sources such as sales tax dollars. Property taxes would have
been 17 mills higher in Mandan for 2012 without a $771,250 contribution from sales tax
collections. Increasing shopping options and patronage of those
options in Mandan is critical to further property tax relief.
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Business Start-Up 101 workshop offered April 18 in Mandan
The Mandan Tomorrow - Economic Opportunity and Prosperity Committee is hosting its
second in a series of 2013 business education workshops on April 18. The committee is
organizing the workshops as a means of providing assistance to existing businesses and
aspiring entrepreneurs looking to start businesses.

The next session, titled “Business Start-Up 101,” is being held in cooperation with the
NDSU Extension Service. Speakers will address traits of successful entrepreneurs and
small business owners, business planning and feasibility, financing options, business
structures, and assistance programs. A panel of local small business owners will provide
additional insights and answer questions about operating a business.

The session will be held at HIT, Inc., 2640 Sunset Drive. The free program runs from 5 to 9
p.m. and includes a light meal. Advance registration is required. Sign up at
www.cityofmandan.com under the “Meeting and Event Registration” tab or call 667-3485.

A session about commercial development in north Mandan held March 21 was well
attended and may be repeated this fall. Additionally, a Business Franchising 101 is planned
for September or October.

These information sessions are co-hosted by the City of Mandan Business Development
Office, Bismarck-Mandan Development Association and Bismarck-Mandan Chamber.

Sponsors or the 2013 business education workshop series are American Bank Center,
Aspen Group, BNC National Bank, Capital Credit Union, Dakota Community Bank, Eide
Bailly, Gate City Bank, Mahlum Goodhart, Montana Dakota Utilities, Railway Credit
Union, Security First Bank, Starion Financial, and Wells Fargo Bank.

The Economic Opportunity and Prosperity Committee is helping to implement the
Mandan Tomorrow strategic plan.

Declutter during Spring Clean-Up Week April 29 to May 4
During Spring Clean-Up Week, residents may place bulky items (no more than two people
can lift) at their point of waste collection by 5 a.m. on their normally scheduled day. Please
keep items for discard separate from household garbage as well as from belongings you do
not want collected. Mark old garbage cans, crates, or boxes you want to get rid of, or they
will be emptied and left.

Public Works crews will not enter mobile home parks. Residents should contact their
management for more details. Restrictions include no tires, branches, leaves, grass,
commercial or demolition rubbish, or hazardous waste materials such as paints, batteries
or insecticides. Please take these items to the landfill. There is a charge of $2 per tire.

The City landfill will be open free of charge to Mandan residents from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on
Saturday, April 27, and Monday, April 29, to Saturday, May 4. For more information about
Spring Clean-Up Week, call Public Works at 667-3240.

Walk to assist children with diabetes May 18
The Dacotah Lions will hold a “Strides” walk Saturday, May 18 at Faris Field in Mandan.
Registration begins at 10 a.m. and the walk is at 11 a.m. Walkers can participate
individually or as a team.

Proceeds go to help kids with diabetes attend Camp Sioux in Park River and to purchase
low vision machines for people in the area. Door prizes and food will be provided after the
walk.

Mark Your
Calendar

Comprehensive Plan
Input Session, April 29, 7
p.m., Mandan Middle
School



Mandan’s
visitor

brochure
with a
2013

calendar
of events

is being
distributed

this
month through the N.D.

Tourism rest area program
and to area businesses.

Copies are also available at
the Mandan Progress

Organization, 411 W Main,
and the Bismarck Mandan

Convention & Visitors
Bureau. Find it online:

www.cityofmandan.com
www.mandanprogress.org

Testimonial ads featuring
entrepreneurs talking about
their successes in Mandan

are running this spring in
the Tribune to highlight our

city’s business
opportunities.

Eve Kostelecky pairs fashion sense with
business sense at Brea boutique. About
opening in Mandan a year ago, she says,
“We were able to find the right building
at the right price. The huge gap between
supply and demand in women’s apparel
and accessories prompted me to think
Mandan was a good choice. Our sales
have been strong from the start. Our customer base is
continually growing. We have a good mix of Mandan and
Bismarck customers.”
READY TO ASSIST. Learn how your business can
benefit from a Mandan location. Contact us about
properties and programs.

Mandan Business Development Office • Phone 701-667-3485
www.cityofmandan.com/businessdevelopment

Fashion and business sense meet

OPPORTUNITY

Students invited to
design billboards
The Mandan Tomorrow—
Leadership, Pride and
Image Committee and
Mandan Youth Commission
are partnering to hold a
student billboard design
contest for community
marketing purposes. The
contest is open to middle
and high school students
enrolled in Mandan schools
or residents of the Mandan
Public School District in
grades 6 to 12.

The contest is part of a 2013
“Great Things: Made in
Mandan” community
marketing campaign
positioning the city as a
viable and attractive place
for business, residents and
visitors.

The entry deadline is May 1.
Complete contest rules are
available in the offices of the
Mandan Middle School,
Mandan High School, City
Hall, upon request by
calling 667-3485 or at
www.madeinmandan.com.

The winning design will be
displayed for a month on an
area billboard. Other prizes
include Mandan Bucks in
the amounts of $100 for first
place, $75 for second and
$50 for third place. Watch
for posts about other prize
items on the “Made in
Mandan” Facebook page.

The Leadership, Pride and
Image Committee is helping
to implement portions of
the Mandan Tomorrow
strategic plan.

The Youth Commission is
an avenue for youth to
engage in community
projects and decisions of
entities affecting them.

Community marketing examples
Here are a couple recent examples of messaging to
attract more businesses and visitors to Mandan.



City Contacts
Mandan City Hall
205 Second Avenue NW
Phone 701-667-3215
Fax 701-667-3223
www.cityofmandan.com

Mandan City Commission
Mayor Arlyn VanBeek
Mike Braun
Dot Frank
Dennis Rohr
Sandra Tibke

City Departments
Administration ............. 667-3215
Airport Authority .......... 663-0669
Assessing &
Building Inspection ..... 667-3230
Business Development ..............
& Communications ...... 667-3485
Cemetery .................... 667-6044
Engineering, Planning
& Zoning ...................... 667-3225
Finance ....................... 667-3213
Fire .............................. 667-3288
Human Resources ...... 667-3217
Landfill ........................ 667-0184
Library ......................... 667-5365
Municipal Court ........... 667-3270
Police .......................... 667-3455
Public Works ............... 667-3240
Special
Assessments ............... 667-3271
Utility Billing ................ 667-3219
Waste Water
Treatment .................... 667-3278
Water Treatment ......... 667-3275

Receive E-mail Notices
Sign up to receive notice of city
meetings and news  in the
“E-mail Updates” section of
www.cityofmandan.com. Meeting
dates and agendas are available.

QUESTION OF THE MONTH

What property
maintenance problem in
Mandan do you find most
troublesome?
Visit www.cityofmandan.com by
April 30 to respond.

ON-LINE POLL RESULTS
Responses suggest untapped potential
for Harmon Lake recreation area
March’s on-

line poll asked, “Have you ever visited
Harmon Lake?” Harmon Lake is a 145-acre
reservoir on Otter Creek, located eight
miles north of Mandan on Highway 1806.

Among 68 respondents, 62% indicated they
had been there and 13% said, “No, but I
plan to go in the future,” while 12% said,
“No, I didn’t know Harmon Lake existed,”
and 13% indicated they are not interested.

Among the 42 respondents who had visited Harmon Lake,
33% said they were just checking out the lake. Here’s a
summary of activities that prompted other visits:
• 21% for biking the trails,
• 19% for fishing
• 5% for kayyaking
• 2% for hiking or running the trails, and
• 19% for other activities.
None of the respondents had been to the Harmon Lake Rec
Day, this year scheduled for June 23.

Other activities for 2013 include a triathalon being hosted
by Epic Sports on June 15 beginning at 10 a.m. For info,
visit: www.epicsportsnd.com/events.

The reservoir measures 38 feet at its deepest point. Rock fishing piers and a boat ramp and
dock provide access opportunities for those to enjoy the lake. Two sandy beaches are
located along the shore of the lake. Harmon Lake is a no wake waterbody, meaning boats
must travel at a slow idle speed. Personal watercrafts are not allowed on the lake. The lake
is stocked with rainbow trout and cutthroat trout fingerlings.

The multiuse trail features nearly 10 miles of terrain for biking, hiking or birding. The trail
is designed as a sustainable single track, unpaved trail allowing walkers, hikers, birders or
bikers to reach several areas throughout the recreation area. Camping is also available.

Future plans include constructing shelters, a
multi-use building to accommodate large
group gatherings, volleyball courts,
playgrounds, public restrooms with
showers and horseback riding facilities.

For more info, visit www.harmonlake.com,
“like” Harmon Lake on Facebook, or call
Morton County Parks Director Tim Nilsen
at 667-3363.
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