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Mandan’s rank for property
taxes remains middle of pack
The North Dakota League of Cities report on property taxes levied in 2012 and
payable in 2013 shows Mandan continues to rank eighth lowest or fifth highest among
the state’s 12 largest cities. Consolidated levies for major cities range from 249 in
Williston to 430 in Jamestown. For residential properties, this equates to a range of
1.12% to 1.94%
of value.

The
consolidated
levy includes
taxes for the
county, city,
schools and
parks, each of
which are
governed by
separate elected
boards.

Mandan’s
consolidated
levy is 394 mills,
or 1.77% of
value for residential property. This is down from 403 mills in 2011 and 409 mills in
2010. A major reduction came for all N.D. property taxes in 2009 as a result of the
legislature providing more state aid for education.

Factors behind differences in mill levies among cities include its sales tax base or
whether it benefits from natural resources such as oil, gas and coal. Additionally, a
$200,000 house in one community may not be of the same square footage and quality
as a $200,000 house in another community. Market values vary by city.

April 12 deadline to file as school board candidate
A Mandan School Board election will be held June 11 for three of nine seats. Terms of
Tim Rector, Karen Johner, and Kirsten Baesler expire in June. Terms are three years.
To have their name on the ballot, candidates must file a statement of interests by April
12 with the Mandan Public School District at the Brave Center, 901 Division Street. For
more info, contact Mandan Public School District Business Manager Christi
Schaefbauer, phone 751-6500.

A March 18 community program to be held at 7 p.m. at City Hall will provide
background information about the Mandan Public School
District and what is involved in serving on the school board.

March meetings
City Commission, March 5 and
19, 5:30 p.m., City Hall

School Board, March 4 and 18,
5:30 p.m., City Hall

Park Board, March 11, 5:30 p.m.,
City Hall

County Commission,
March 12, 4 p.m., Morton County
Courthouse

City Planning and Zoning
Commission, March 25, 5:15 p.m.,
City Hall

Community educational
programs planned
The Mandan Tomorrow -
Leadership, Pride and Image
Committee will hold four
informational sessions this
spring for citizens interested in
learning more about local
government services. Citizens
will be provided with
background information by
personnel and elected officials.
Each session will allow time for
questions.

Help determine content by
responding to this month’s
online poll.

Dates are Mondays as follows:
• March 18 - State of the School

District & School Board
• March 25 - Property Taxes

101 & City Budgeting
• April 8 - to be determined
• April 15 - to be determined

Sessions run from 7 to 8:30 p.m.
at City Hall. Please sign up to
assure sufficient handouts are
available. Call 667-3485 or visit
www.cityofmandan.com.
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2012 MILL LEVIES FOR LARGEST 12 CITIES



Learn about north Mandan business development opportunties
March 21 info session planned
The Mandan Tomorrow - Economic Opportunity and Prosperity Committee is hosting an
informational session about commercial development in north Mandan in the area
surrounding the new Walmart supercenter. Owners of property north of I-94, exit 152 near
Sunset Drive and Old Red Trail are being invited to present master plans and plat maps.

The session will give interested parties an idea of available properties for sale or lease such
as restaurant pads, office buildings, strip malls, and more. The session is targeted at real
estate agents, lenders, existing business owners who may need another location and those
contemplating investment in a business. Information will also be provided about local
business assistance programs.

The session will be held at HIT’s new facility at 2640 Sunset Drive. It is tentatively slated
for 7 to 8:30 p.m. Stay tuned to www.cityofmandan.com for more details as the date
approaches. Please register by visiting the website or by calling 667-3485.

Development proposals received for Collins & Main parcels
The Mandan City Commission voted in January to pursue agreements with Dakota
Commercial and Development for the purchase and development of 16,250 square feet of
property located on the corner of Collins Avenue and Main Street. The property was
acquired by the City roughly six years ago for remediation and redevelopment purposes.

Dakota Commercial plans to invest upwards of $3 million in construction of a four-story,
mixed used building with at least 3,000 square feet of commercial space on the main level
and 20 to 30 market-rate apartments on upper levels. Dakota Commercial offered to pay $1
per square foot, or $16,250 for the property and reduced its request for incentives to a
Renaissance Zone property tax exemption for five years on the commercial portion of the
building and two years on the apartments.

The Commission weighed the proposal beside another offer submitted by BNC with a
purchase price of $10 per square foot for $162,500 total and construction of a 3,000-square-
foot branch bank. The Dakota Commercial project ultimately offered more usable space
and generated more property tax revenue after 10, 15 and 20 years than the BNC proposal.

Increased sales tax collections signal economic growth
Mandan’s collections of use taxes for 2012 were up significantly from previous years:

• Sales tax (1%) — up 17% to nearly $2 million dollars ($1,998,690)
• Restaurant and lodging tax (1%) —up 16% to $371,266
• Hotel occupancy tax (2%) —up 9% to $69,451

Sales tax revenue helps lower property tax. Historically, the City of Mandan has used 42% of
sales tax collections to reduce property taxes; 25% for street, water and sewer
improvements; 6% for municipal debt reduction and 27% for job and economic
development.

Building permit totals for 2012 shatter previous records
• Mandan’s single family home construction nearly tripled in 2012 compared to 2011

with permits issued for 179 new homes, an all-time record.

• Total new residential units permitted in 2012 nearly doubled, reaching 520 at year-end.

• Commercial growth also hit a record-smashing level at nearly $50 million in permits
issued in 2012 for new buildings, remodeling and additions. This is nearly double the
previous record set in 2007.

Community
Growth &
Development



COMMUNITY MEMBERS ASK
‘What is literally made in Mandan?
Mandan is a place where great things are made. Here are some of the tangible things:

• petroleum products from Tesoro Refinery,
• windows from THV Compozit Windows (also available at Leingang Home Center),
• steel tanks from True North Steel,
• branding irons at L&H Manufacturing,
• meat products at Cloverdale Foods and M&W Meats (maker of Space Aliens “martian

munchies”),
• Bison Booties footwear for infants and toddlers,
• garden and lawn ornaments marketed through Susie Q’s Craft Emporium, and
• ice houses and docks through Zachmeier Manufacturing.

Readers will likely think of more items. Mandan also stakes a claim to making many
intangible, but highly important attributes like economic opportunity, a strong sense of
community, an atmosphere for academic and other achievements by youth and residents
of all ages, and widespread adventure. It’s on this note that Mandan officials in 2010
adopted a “Great Things: Made in Mandan” community marketing theme to highlight
community assets and progress as a whole. ’

Theme used to market community strengths
The Mandan Tomorrow—Leadership, Pride and Image Committee, with approval from
the Mandan City Commission, Park Board and School Board, has just completed the second
year of a “Great Things:
MADE IN MANDAN”
community marketing
campaign to stake a claim on
Mandan’s economic
opportunity, strong sense of
community, possibilities for
achievement, and widespread
sources of adventure.
Mandan will always be
“Where the West Begins.”
This new theme empowers
citizens to share news of
other community assets and
progress.

Advertising and public
relations activities tout
Mandan as a viable and
attractive place for business,
residents and visitors. The
campaign is increasing the
flow of consistent and
positive messages with a
series of billboards along I-94
and in Bismarck as well as
ads in tourism guides,
business magazines and real
estate publications.

Feedback from resident and
external surveys is helping to
improve ads in 2013.

Stay abreast of progress
and happenings in Mandan

by liking the “MADE IN
MANDAN” Facebook page.
Share it with your friends to
help spread the good news.

This ad appeared in Prairie
Business magazine last

year. Ads are planned for
2013 in the Tribune to

highlight business success
in Mandan and address the
perception of distance from

Bismarck to Mandan.



City Contacts
Mandan City Hall
205 Second Avenue NW
Phone 701-667-3215
Fax 701-667-3223
www.cityofmandan.com

Mandan City Commission
Mayor Arlyn VanBeek
Mike Braun
Dot Frank
Dennis Rohr
Sandra Tibke

City Departments
Administration ............. 667-3215
Airport Authority .......... 663-0669
Assessing &
Building Inspection ..... 667-3230
Business Development ..............
& Communications ...... 667-3485
Cemetery .................... 667-6044
Engineering, Planning
& Zoning ...................... 667-3225
Finance ....................... 667-3213
Fire .............................. 667-3288
Human Resources ...... 667-3217
Landfill ........................ 667-0184
Library ......................... 667-5365
Municipal Court ........... 667-3270
Police .......................... 667-3455
Public Works ............... 667-3240
Special
Assessments ............... 667-3271
Utility Billing ................ 667-3219
Waste Water
Treatment .................... 667-3278
Water Treatment ......... 667-3275

Receive E-mail Notices
Sign up to receive notice of city
meetings and news  in the
“E-mail Updates” section of
www.cityofmandan.com. Meeting
dates and agendas are available.

QUESTION OF THE MONTH

What aspects of city
government and services
would you like to learn
about at community
education forums?
Visit www.cityofmandan.com by
Feb. 28 to respond.

Students appointed to Youth Commission
The Mandan City Commission last fall created its first-ever
Youth Commission. Members will be responsible for
making decisions and providing recommendations to other

local government entities on projects that provide educational and community
enhancements. The Youth Commission will provide an avenue for youth to be actively
engaged in decisions of community entities that affect them.

Youth Commissioners will have opportunities to develop leadership skills, to involve other
young people in community projects, and to voice the needs and concerns of young people
to elected city leaders. The Youth Commission meets first and third Mondays of the month
at 7 p.m. at City Hall.

Appointees for the 2012-2013 school year are as follows: Middle School - Kiara Aman,
Casey Beck, and Kaycee Fry; High School - Ashley Doll, Hanna Fishbeck, Cole Garman,
Taylor Glass, Courtney Goetz, Colton Justice, Connor Leingang and Tayler Mikkelson.

Sunset Drive to be reconstructed in 2013
Sunset Drive is slated to be reconstructed this summer. The project was recently rebid.
Street reconstruction costs will be 80% federally funded because Sunset is an urban or
arterial roadway. The remaining 20% will be paid with a combination of special
assessments, a general mill levy to all Mandan properties, and sales tax revenue.

As Mandan arterials are reconstructed, boundaries of special assessment districts are
generally set halfway between arterials. With Sunset Drive, the north-south boundaries are
halfway to Collins Avenue and Lohstreter Road.

ON-LINE POLL RESULTS
Majority of respondents interested in curbside recycling
January’s on-line poll asked, “What type of curbside recycling program would you be most
willing to undertake if cost was no object?” There were 179 respondents as follows:
• 34% favored commingled, also known as single-stream, where recyclables are mixed,

but still kept separate from other household waste
• 25% preferred source separation with residents having different bins for different types

of recyclables
• 14% chose pay-as-you-throw with one of the curbside recycling methods. Pay as you

throw is a fee structure that rewards a reduced volume of waste from a household.
• 27% indicated they do not wish to recycle.

Approximately five residents submitted comments favoring community collection sites.
Online polls are not intended to act as a formal voting medium, but rather as a way to
encourage input and interaction via the city website and to gather anecdotal information.

Next steps. City of Mandan officials are looking into options and costs for having
recyclables collected in the community, potential landfill savings, and other impacts. More
information should be known within the next couple months.

Meanwhile, the Bismarck is contemplating a proposal for single-stream recycling. Home
owners would receive a 96-gallon container for recyclables. The draft plan indicates an
extra change of $3.51 for collection from private homes and $3 for apartment units.
Recyclables would be picked up every other week on the home’s garbage pickup day.
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