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Seeking West Main Street anchor
City of Mandan officials are concerned about the sudden closing of Central Market
and committed to helping recruit another grocery store for the location, if possible.
Mayor Arlyn Van Beek emphasizes that having a grocery store on Main Street is an
anchor to the entire central business district and a needed service for residents of
Mandan and other others who funnel into Mandan from points south and west.

Van Beek spent much of his career in the grocery management business. He and city
staff including the Business Development Office and the Bismarck-Mandan
Development Association are working together to identify facts in the situation and to
pursue other opportunities. They are in contact with principals of Joersz Land, LLP,
property owners, to coordinate recruitment efforts.

All parties agree another grocery store is the preferred use. If not successful with this
goal in a reasonable period of time, the community partners will pursue other
opportunities for the property. Business recruitment continues to focus on securing a
hardware store for Mandan as well as filling other retail gaps such as more in the
categories of clothing, shoes, home improvement, sporting goods and casual dining.

 “Control over the future of the Central Market building is ultimately in the private
sector,” Van Beek notes. “The role of city government is to assist in any way we can,
be it be making contacts or through economic development programs.”

February meetings
City Commission, Feb. 4, 5:30
p.m., and Feb. 18, 5 p.m., City Hall

School Board, Feb. 3, 5:30 p.m.,
and Feb. 18, 7 p.m., City Hall

Park Board, Feb. 10, 4:30 p.m., City
Hall

County Commission,
Feb. 10 and Feb. 25, 5:30 p.m.,
Morton County Courthouse

City Planning and Zoning
Commission, Feb. 24, 5:15 p.m.,
City Hall

2013 year-end statistics
Residential building.
Numbers didn’t change much
from November. Streets need
to be in place or an appropriate
gravel surface for emergency
responders prior to issuance of
building permits. This delayed
some permits that might
otherwise have been on the
books. Total residential units
permitted stand at 652,
compared to 520 in 2012. Single
family homes remained at 156,
down slightly from 179 in 2012.
Multi-family permits reached a
new record at 357.

Local usage taxes. Collections
through November of the 1%
local sales tax were at $2.1
million, already exceeding last
year’s total of nearly $2 million
with a month to go. The pace is
up 15% compared to 2012.

The 1% restaurant and lodging
tax is up 6% from the 2012 pace
at $362,423.

December collections will be
known by mid-January.

Morton County housing study looks at community
needs for elderly, families, workforce
A consultant for the Morton County Housing Authority recently summarized results
of a Morton County Housing Study for county and municipal officials. Admittedly
conservative, Lonnie Dickson of Hanna:Keelan Associates, Lincoln, Neb., estimates
Morton County’s population will grow from an estimated 30,790 in 2013 to a 2018 level
ranging from 32,461 to 33,381. City of Mandan staff pointed out that this projection is
less than 2% annual growth and more constrained than growth estimates put forth by
the Stantec planning firm in Mandan’s comprehensive plan update.

Mandan specifics. The housing study pegs Mandan’s population at 21,385 in 2013,
growing by 2018 to a range of 22,561 to 23,481. The population estimate suggests
demand in Mandan for 1,242 new residential units, 756 owner-occupied and 486
rental, accounting for about 311 acres. A few additional breakdowns for Mandan:

• 214 units should be developed for the 55+ age group, approximately half rental and
half for home ownership.

• Families are expected to need 634 owner and 362 rental units.

• 889 units are needed for workforce housing, 565 owner-occupied and 324 rental
units.

see Housing Study page 2



City Contacts
Mandan City Hall
205 Second Avenue NW
Phone 701-667-3215
Fax 701-667-3223
www.cityofmandan.com

Mandan City Commission
Mayor Arlyn VanBeek
Mike Braun
Dot Frank
Dennis Rohr
Sandra Tibke

City Departments
Administration ............. 667-3215
Airport Authority .......... 663-0669
Assessing &
Building Inspection ..... 667-3230
Business Development ..............
& Communications ...... 667-3485
Cemetery .................... 667-6044
Engineering, Planning
& Zoning ...................... 667-3225
Finance ....................... 667-3213
Fire .............................. 667-3288
Human Resources ...... 667-3217
Landfill ........................ 667-0184
Library ......................... 667-5365
Municipal Court ........... 667-3270
Police .......................... 667-3250
Public Works ............... 667-3240
Special
Assessments ............... 667-3271
Utility Billing ................ 667-3219
Waste Water
Treatment .................... 667-3278
Water Treatment ......... 667-3275

Receive E-mail Notices
Sign up to receive notice of city
meetings and news  in the
“E-mail Updates” section of
www.cityofmandan.com. Meeting
dates and agendas are available.

QUESTION OF THE MONTH

Where do you currently
shop for most of your
groceries? How important
is a West Main option?
Visit www.cityofmandan.com by
Jan. 31 to respond.

Housing study

ON-LINE POLL RESULTS
Majority of respondents place importance on shopping local
December’s on-line poll continued a recent focus on the Mandan business community,
asking to what extent various factors influence respondents to shop or do business in
Mandan. There were 54 respondents for most questions.

Seventy and 68 percent of respondents, respectively, considered the “desire to keep sales
tax in Mandan” and “to support local business” as major factors influencing their shopping
decisions.

Proximity or the preference to not travel elsewhere, store events tied to community events,
and awareness of businesses or specials through mass media advertising were also rated
by the vast majority as influencing factors.

Here’s a detailed breakdown:

• Desire to keep sales tax in Mandan — 70% major factor, 22% minor, 7% no influence.
• Support local business — 68% major factor, 25% minor, 8% no influence
• Store events tied to community events — 39% major factor, 41% minor, 20% no

influence.
• Preference not to travel elsewhere — 37% major factor, 41% minor, 22% no influence
• Awareness of businesses or specials through mass media advertising (TV, radio,

newspaper) — 35% major factor, 41% minor factor, 24% no influence
• Awareness of businesses or specials through social media (Facebook, Twitter, Linked

In) — 17% major factor, 26% minor, 57% no influence.

• The most needed workforce housing is three bedroom
units at an average purchase price of $127,800 or an
average monthly rent of $595.

• The biggest challenge is meeting the demand for rental housing for those making 60% or
less of area media income.

Based on a windshield survey, the Hanna Keelan consultant suggests there are 493 housing
units in Mandan that should be considered for rehabilitation at an estimated cost of $18.6
million and another 125 units that should be considered for demolition. They recommend
land occupied by “bad and unsafe” housing located in the community be secured in a
single county-wide “land trust” or “land bank” for future housing development.

A housing needs and wants survey conducted as part of the study yielded 347 responses,
85% from Mandan and the remainder from smaller Morton County cities. Among findings:

• 71% of respondents favored Morton County establishing a program that would purchase
and tear down dilapidated houses and make the lots available for new home
construction.

• 52% supported the two-year property tax exemption for the first $75,000 of value on a
new single family home, condominium or townhouse.

The complete housing study is posted at www.cityofmandan.com under the Engineering &
Planning - Development Plans section, or available in the City Planning and Engineering
Department.
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