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February meetings
City Commission, Feb. 5 at
5:30 p.m. and Feb. 19 at 5
p.m., City Hall

School Board, Feb. 4 at 5:30
p.m. and Feb. 19 at 7 p.m.,
City Hall

Park Board, Feb. 11, 5:30
p.m., City Hall

County Commission,
Feb. 12, 4 p.m., Morton
County Courthouse

City Planning and Zoning
Commission, Feb. 25, 5:15
p.m., City Hall

I-94 study underway
The NDDOT and Bismarck-
Mandan Metropolitan
Planning Organization are
studying traffic and safety
issues on the I-94 corridor
from west of Mandan to
east of Bismarck, including
on and off ramps and
nearby intersections. The
study is to be complete by
late 2013.

Mandan looking at recycling options, costs
City of Mandan officials are studying ways to give residents more convenient opportunities
to recycle. Residents appear ready. Sixty-three percent of respondents to an August poll on
the city website indicated they are very interested in recycling and another 17% said they
are somewhat interested. Next steps include studying costs and benefits.

Recycling options include drop-off centers, buy-back centers, and curbside collection.
Mandan has bins for paper recycling behind the aquatic center off Division Street and at
Central Market. There are two main methods of curbside recycling:

• Source separation, dual-stream or 2-sort is most common. Households sort recyclables
into two bins: paper products in one, all other items in another. Both bins are set out on
the curb on collection day.  Most communities offering this service use special trucks
divided in half so workers can sort at the truck.

• Commingled, single-stream or 1-sort means all recyclables for collection are mixed but
kept separate from other waste.  Sanitation haulers like single-stream because it involves
fewer trucks and less labor for waste pickup. Data shows single-stream increases the
quantity of household recyclables. However, a Bismarck Recycling Task Force found that
commingled recyclables currently must be hauled to Minneapolis for sorting.

Pay-as-you-throw is a trash collection program that supports curbside recycling. Residents
pay for weekly waste pickup based on what they throw or the size of the container they
have, with two or three sizes available, and an extra charge for additional bags, including
yard waste. Curbside recycling is offered at the same time at a reduced cost. This method

minimizes landfill impacts and typically increases citizen participation
in recycling.

Stay tuned for more information on potential costs of implementing a
recycling program. Meanwhile, please respond to a January poll at
www.cityofmandan.com to indicate the type of program you prefer.

Policy revamped on property tax incentives
for new, expanding businesses
The Mandan City Commission and its economic advisory arm, the
Mandan Growth Fund Committee, recently completed a joint review of
local policy and guidelines on commercial property tax exemption.
The result is a changed policy for 2013 with more minimum public
benefit requirements and three levels of exemption depending upon a
project’s ability to meet one or more thresholds in four key categories:
1) jobs creation,
2) job quality as measured by wages and benefits,
3) generation of local use taxes, or
4) filling a market gap in the community or region.

The three levels of exemption are:
• 100% for years 1-2,
• 100% for years 1-2, 75% year 3, 50% year 4, and 25% year 5, or
• 100% for years 1-5.

see EXEMPTION POLICY page 2

ADVENTURE
Winter Daze. The Mandan

Park District is holding a number of

activities Jan. 12 to Jan. 18 including a children’s

luau at the aquatic center, a movie night, and a

photo contest. Visit www.mandanparks.com for the

complete schedule.

Cabin Fever Indoor Car Show. Scheduled for

Jan. 25-26 at Riverwood RV and Moritz Sport and

Marine, admission proceeds will go to the Mandan

Public Schools Foundation for Education.

Leaping Lizards Party Center. Now open at

2201 40th Avenue SE, this children’s and family

play center is brought to the community by JT’s

Inflatables. The center is perfect for birthday parties

and offers concessions. Hours are Saturdays from

10 to 8 p.m. and other days from noon to 8 p.m.

Call 663-1932 for info.

Huff Hills Has Sledding Tubes. In addition to

skiing and snowboarding, winter enthusiasts can go

snow tubing in 2013. Call 663-6421 for more info.



Contact us
Mandan City Hall
205 Second Avenue NW
Phone 701-667-3215
Fax 701-667-3223
www.cityofmandan.com

Mandan City Commission
Mayor Arlyn VanBeek
Mike Braun
Dot Frank
Dennis Rohr
Sandra Tibke

City Departments
Administration .......... 667-3215
Airport Authority ....... 663-0669
Assessing &
Building Inspection .. 667-3230
Business
Development ........... 667-3485
Cemetery ................ 667-6044
Engineering, Planning &
Zoning .................... 667-3225
Finance .................. 667-3213
Fire ......................... 667-3288
Human Resources . 667-3217
Landfill .................... 667-0184
Library .................... 667-5365
Municipal Court ...... 667-3270
Police ..................... 667-3455
Public Works .......... 667-3240
Special
Assessments .......... 667-3271
Utility Billing ............ 667-3219
Waste Water
Treatment ............... 667-3278
Water Treatment .... 667-3275

Receive E-mail Notices
Sign up to receive notice of city
meetings and news  in the “E-
mail Updates” section of
www.cityofmandan.com.
Meeting dates and agendas
are available.

QUESTION OF THE MONTH

What type of recycling
program would you like
in Mandan?
Visit www.cityofmandan.com by
Jan. 31 to respond.

ON-LINE POLL RESULTS
Respondents Christmas shopping in Mandan in minority
December’s on-line poll asked, “Have you purchased any Christmas presents in Mandan
this year?” There were 42 respondents. Sixty percent indicated they had not, 26% said yes,
and 14% picked “No, but I intend to.” City officials encourage residents and property
owners to shop in Mandan for several reasons including sales tax generation. Historically,
42% of sales tax collections have been used to reduce property taxes; 25% has been used
for street, water and sewer improvements; 6% for municipal debt reduction and 27% for job
and economic development.

Visit Mandan’s online business directory at www.cityofmandan.com to learn more about the
business community and available products and services.

Christmas tree disposal sites available
The City of Mandan’s Public Works Department provides two different methods of Christmas
tree disposal. Trees may be dropped off at a designated site located at 711 6th Ave SW,
located south of the Public Works building, or may be taken free of charge to the Mandan
Landfill, 3 miles west of town. If you have questions, please contact the City Forester at 667-
3239 or the Public Works Department at 667-3240.

Pets must be licensed with tag on collar
City ordinance 16-02-01 requires all pets —cats and dogs— within Mandan city limits to be
registered with the Mandan City Animal Warden. The license tag must be attached to a collar
and worn by the pet. All pets must have current vaccinations to receive a license. License fees
are $6 for one year, $10 for two years, $15 for three years, which will be concurrent with the
vaccination expiration date.

An advantage of having your pet registered with the Animal Warden is if your pet is picked
up it can be identified by the tag and returned to you with a $15 pickup fee. Without a license
tag the pickup fee is $35 and $15 for each day the animal is impounded.

For more info about pet licenses and fees, please call the Police Department at 667-3250.

Under local policy, the exemptions are typically considered only for new commercial
buildings or additions to existing commercial buildings. These are structures that didn’t exist
before so no tax revenue is given up. Land remains taxed and generally increases in value,
generating more tax revenue due to development.

Property tax exemption is one of the most common and lowest risk means that municipalities
have for providing assistance to new and expanding businesses. Other tools available in
Mandan are low interest loans through the Lewis and Clark Regional Development Council,
interest buydowns, and forgivable loans through the Storefront Improvement and Retail and
Restaurant Incentive programs. The Renaissance Zone Program combines local property tax
exemption with a state income tax exemption as a special enticement to re-invest in older
properties to give downtowns new life.

Mandan citizens seem to support incentives if used prudently and appropriately. Asked as
part of a fall 2012 household survey if they support the use of incentives to attract new and
grow existing businesses in Mandan, 50% of respondents said yes, 35% selected “maybe/
uncertain,” and 16% said no.

Mandan officials are striving to increase Mandan’s commercial property base to assure that
Mandan is more than a bedroom community. Commercial property currently accounts for
26% of taxable property in Mandan with residential property accounting for 73%. In contrast,
36% of Bismarck’s taxable value is commercial and 62% is residential. West Fargo, in a
similar situation to Mandan as a sister to a larger city, has a 30% commercial property base.

For details on the revised policy, visit www.cityofmandan/businessdevelopment or call the
Business Development Office at 667-3485.

Exemption policy from page 1
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