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October meetings
City Commission
Oct. 6 and 20, 5:30 p.m.,
City Hall

School Board
Oct. 5 and 19, 5:30 p.m.,
City Hall

Mandan Park Board
Oct. 12, 5:30 p.m., City Hall

County Commission
Oct. 13, 2 p.m and 5:30 p.m.,
Morton County Courthouse.

Joint Meeting
Sept. 17, 5:30 p.m.,
Mandan Middle School

Park Board
meetings televised
The Mandan Park Board
voted in August to
continue meeting at City
Hall so that its meetings
can be televised on cable
channel 2.

Fire prevention
activities Oct. 13
The Mandan Fire
Department will hold its
annual parade and open
house Oct. 13 from 7 to
9 p.m. A parade of fire
trucks will go from Old
Red Trail to Sixth
Avenue NW and Main
Street to the station at
110 Collins Avenue.
Refreshments will be
served. Activities
include fire truck rides,
auto extrication and fire
extinguisher demos,
hands-on experience
spraying a fire hose, and
finger printing. The
police, ambulance, and
highway patrol will be
there, too.

City reviews preliminary 2010 budget
A hearing on the City of Mandan’s preliminary 2010 budget was held Sept. 1. Total
expenditures are proposed at $27,099,200. With revenues at $26,894,550, the budget
proposes using $204,650 from existing cash balances. The share from property taxes is
$3,937,183, requiring a levy of 98 mills, down from 102 mills for 2009. The budget
document is posted at www.cityofmandan.com or available upon request at City Hall. A
second and final hearing will be held at a Sept. 29 meeting beginning at 5:30 p.m.

In an effort to hold the line on taxes, the Mandan City Commission has set a goal in recent
years of establishing a mill levy no higher than the previous year’s midpoint for the state’s
11 other largest cities. That midpoint was 99.62 mills for 2009.

Parking on south side of Main to become free
Following up on the downtown study conducted this year by parking consultants Rich and
Associates and recommendations from the Parking Authority, which consists of five
downtown business operators, the City Commission voted Sept. 1 to implement several
improvements and changes. Here are the highlights:

1) Parking spaces in city lots on the south side of Main Street currently rented for $20 per
month will be available for use free of charge as of Oct. 1. The change is being made to
encourage greater use of the lots. The date for the conversion coincides with the
anticipated ground-breaking at 200 W Main, a parcel informally used for parking while
awaiting redevelopment. It will give those users an alternative area for parking.

2) Enhancing enforcement in 2010 of 90-minute parking spaces and restrictions on
overnight parking by expanding its frequency from three days per week to five days per
week and expanding the boundaries to include not only Main Street and the avenues to
First Street, but also First Street itself, all within the downtown core.

3) Increasing the base fine from $5 to $10 in 2010, while at the same time providing a
courtesy ticket for any vehicle without violations in the previous 180-day period to
avoid offending shoppers.

4) Implementing a residential hang-tag residents in the downtown core to park in
designated off-street lots.

5) Creating off-street parking in Dykshoorn Park .

The intent of these actions is to assure on-street parking is available for business customers
while providing off-street parking for longer-term users such as business operators,
employees and downtown residents.

Apply by Nov. 1 or Feb. 1 for storefront improvement funds
The City Commission recently voted to make $37,000 in budgeted but unallocated funds
for the Storefront Improvement Program available to downtown commercial property
owners and business operators through another application round with a deadline of Nov.
1, 2009. The last application round had a deadline of Aug. 1, 2009. Ohm’s Cafe at 808 W
Main Street and RJR Maintenance at 208 E Main Street were each approved for $10,000 in
matching funds for facade make-overs.

To assure that the program continues in 2010, the Commission approved earmarking
$30,000 in the Mandan Growth Fund’s 2010 budget. An initial application deadline of Feb.
1, 2010, has been established. For more information, call 667-3485.



Contact us
Mandan City Hall
205 Second Avenue NW
Phone 701-667-3215
Fax 701-667-3223
www.cityofmandan.com

Mandan City Commission
Mayor Tim Helbling
Jerome Gangl
Thomas Jackson
Jerry Serhienko
Sandra Tibke

City Departments
Administration ........ 667-3215
Airport Authority ..... 663-0669
Assessing &
Building Inspection . 667-3230
Business
Development .......... 667-3485
Cemetery ............... 667-6044
Engineering, Planning &
Zoning .................... 667-3225
Finance .................. 667-3213
Fire ......................... 667-3288
Human Resources . 667-3217
Landfill .................... 667-0184
Library .................... 667-5365
Municipal Court ...... 667-3270
Police ..................... 667-3455
Public Works .......... 667-3240
Sewer Treatment .... 667-3278
Special
Assessments .......... 667-3271
Utility Billing ............ 667-3219
Water Treatment .... 667-3275

Receive E-mail Notices
Sign up to receive notice of
city meetings and news
releases in the “E-mail
Updates” section of
www.cityofmandan.com.
Meeting dates and agendas
are available.

QUESTION OF THE MONTH
What do you think of the
electronic monument
sign on East Main?

Visit www.cityofmandan.com
by Oct. 1 to respond.

ON-LINE POLL RESULTS
Most respondents say new fireworks rules are just right
The on-line poll for August asked, “What did you think of the new dates and hours for
fireworks this year? (July 2 and 3 from noon to midnight and noon on July 4 to 2 a.m.
on July 5 with a $75 fine for any violation) Of 132 respondents, 62% selected “just
right,” while 20% chose “not restrictive enough,” 15% selected “too restrictive,” and 2%
selected “other.”

When every second counts, how visible is your house number?
If an emergency occurs at your home, the police, fire or
ambulance will have the best chance of finding you if your
house number can be seen from the street and if your
address is on your mailbox.

House numbers should be at least 4 inches tall and
reflective. The best place is near the front door and within
radius of a porch light. Make sure plants and foliage do not
obstruct the view. Numbers on mailboxes should be at least
3 inches tall and placed horizontally on both sides of the box.

Sunset Avenue overlay planned,
reconstruction postponed
The City Commission on Sept. 1 approved a change in
plans for Sunset Avenue. Because costs for reconstruction

came in much higher than funding available through the N.D. Department of Transportation
urban roads program, the Commission voted to delay the project until 2012.

Postponement will allow more federal and state funding for arterial road projects in
Mandan to accumulate in N.D. Department of Transportation accounts. Third Street SE, a
less costly project, was moved up from 2012 on the priority list to occur in 2010. The area to
be repaired is between the baseball field and 10th Avenue SW.

As for Sunset Avenue, City officials instead approved a mill and overlay project to occur as
soon as possible using one-time funds received for weather related projects. Other streets to
be repaired using the weather-related funds may include 43rd Avenue SE, 46th Avenue SE,
Third Street SE near McDonald’s, the post office alley, and 14th Street NW near Lewis and
Clark Elementary School. If you have questions about these projects, please contact the
Engineering and Planning Department, 667-3225, or the Public Works Department, 667-3240.

Reassessment of residential properties to begin this fall
The City Commission has authorized the Assessor’s Office
to hire a part-time data collector to begin a comprehensive
review of existing residential properties to assure homes of
comparable size and quality are valued similarly for
taxation. The process will continue through 2010 and 2011.

The data collector will request access to a home for a walk-
thru inspection. The alternative is a street inspection with
an assumption of a complete finish. All data being collected
will be downloaded and stored in the assessment master
file until 2012.

Reviews of any remaining properties will continue in 2013
and 2014. Every quadrant of the community is to be
reviewed once every four years to update property records
used in equalizing the valuation of similar properties
throughout the city.

Valuations are used in calculating property taxes. Assuming
a constant budget, the higher the valuation for a
municipality, the lower the mill levy. The lower the
valuation, the higher the mill levy.

MILL LEVY MATH
Using preliminary 2009-10

numbers as an example

• Taxable value of property for
2009 totals $40.133 million.

• A mill is 1/1000 of this value,
so for 2010 worth $40,133.

• The City’s total levy of
$3.937 million proposed for
2010 divided by $40,133 =
98.1 mills.

NOTE: Mill levies for the
county, school district and
park district are similarly
determined.

6 TIPS
FOR HOUSE NUMBER

PLACEMENT

1. Use large numbers
2. Use readable letters
3. Place number at front

of home
4. Position numbers at

or above eye level
5. Position numbers

horizontally
6. Use lighted numbers
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