
 

 

MANDAN ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW COMMISSION MINUTES 

 

June 15, 2010 

 

 

ROLL CALL:  Rick Zander/President, Leonard Bullinger/Vice President, Jason 

Krebsbach, Joe Lukach, Robert (Bob) Vayda, Richard Barta/Building Official and Kim 

Fettig/City Engineering. 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT:  Geris Hopfauf and Steve Nardello/Fire Chief. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 1:00 p.m. 

 

FIRST ORDER OF BUSINESS:    Proposal by Sharon Teeples, Phyne Photography and 

Derwin Mann, Mann Signs, to re-skin an existing awning at 120 W Main St. 

 

Steve joins the meeting at 1:02 p.m. 

 

Richard started the discussion with asking why it was done without a permit.  Mr. Mann 

explained that they read through the awning section of the Sign Policy and since it was 

very detail oriented, and it did not state that a permit was necessary for the re-skinning of 

an existing awning, they interpreted it as not needing a permit.  He apologized for the 

misunderstanding, but would like to suggest that they add this into the policy for future 

reference.  He noted that they followed the color and size requirements.  The logo is 

actually a little smaller than required.  The color accents and/or compliments the building.   

He again reiterates that it was simply a misunderstanding.   

 

Leonard questioned the vinyl graphics.  How long will they stay on there?  Mr. Mann 

stated that occasionally, they will stretch and distort, but they are good for many many 

years.  Leonard questioned the material.  Mr. Mann indicated it’s the same material they 

approved on previous projects.  Bob stated that according to Section 12:10… you are 

supposed to show a material sample to show color, texture and finish.  Leonard asked 

what the fabric was.  Mr. Mann indicated it is called Callabana; it is a satin finish; not 

glossy and is easy to clean.  It was noted this material was used on the Mahlum Goodhart 

project.  Bob asked the life expectancy of the material.  Mr. Mann indicated 17-20 years.  

Bob asked for warranty information.  Mr. Mann indicated he could get that for the 

commission.  He also stated that it is one of the finer materials.  The only damage he has 

ever seen on these awnings is that after many years, hail can damage them, but most 

awnings can damage from hail after seven years.  He wanted it noted that this material 

washes very nice where the tarp material just gets worse (streaks and etc).   

 

Jason stated that what caused the heartburn for this commission is that a recent project, 

Medicine Shoppe, wanted to use an existing awning and the way the standard is written 
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right now, this is not the preferred shape in the downtown area.   However, this doesn’t 

mean that they (commission) would not have approved this shaped awning, but they 

didn’t get the chance to review it.  Once it’s up, it’s a lot harder to say “take it down” and 

it is unfair to the other business owners who have followed through.  Jason then asked, in 

the future, if you ever question the policy, calls Richard’s office.  

 

Mr. Mann stated that it wasn’t in the policy.  Jason indicated that they cannot put every 

detail in the policy or it would be 200 pages long and if you come across a gray area, call 

Richard.   

 

Mr. Mann asked what shape is preferred.  Jason indicated that in the downtown/core area, 

a shed style is preferred, but there is always extenuating circumstances, so bring the 

projects in.  

 

Sharon Teeples, property owner, indicated that she likes her style (waterfall) better than 

the shed style.  She thinks it looks awesome.  Jason answered that it is more preference 

than anything.  He feels the shed style is more appropriate for downtown.  Steve indicated 

that his only problem was that that Mann Signs did not come before the board.   

 

Jason stated to Ms. Teeples that he liked the work done; it was of good quality and 

design, but this project should have come before the board.  He also stated that this 

commission has had numerous discussions concerning shapes of awnings.  They are 

merely trying to set a standard.   

 

Mr. Mann brought up the Silver Dollar situation.  He stated that they were at another job 

site; was called in for an emergency to remove the damaged sign; and re-set it after the 

roofers were done.   He remembered reading somewhere that in the case of an emergency, 

the sign can be removed.  Rick stated that again, this would be the time to call Richard’s 

office.  Leonard stated that when it was put back up, it was changed.  Mr. Mann indicated 

they did not do that.   All they did was take it down, repair the supporting wires, cleaned 

the dirt off and put it back up.   

 

Richard made a motion to approve the proposal for Phyne Photography as presented.   

 

Bob asked to amend the motion to include that a data sheet (material) be submitted. 

 

Richard stated he didn’t want to amend his motion.  He is not concerned with the 

materials so much as he is about the appearance (shiny, flat, etc.).   

 

Kim seconded. 

 

Upon roll call vote, motion passes unanimously. 
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Rick stated that this is the third time Mann Signs has not come for a permit.  Richard 

stated that they should penalize him.  He thought the penalty fee was double the permit 

fee (makes the permit fee $80). 

 

MINUTES:   Approve the minutes from the June 8
th

 meeting. 

 

Leonard made a motion to approve as presented.  

 

Richard seconded. 

 

Upon vote, motion passes unanimously. 

 

Leonard asked to correct him if he was wrong, but didn’t Mann’s guy from last week state 

that they took the sign down, put in the new face but didn’t fix it and then put it back up.  

Bob stated somebody had to “fix” the sign, so there was a fall down of communication 

somewhere.  Jason thought someone should call the owner and get the details.  Leonard 

added that the other guy stated that the projection was made smaller also, so it was 

altered.   

 

Joe has another question.  The School is tearing down a house by the high school and it 

has some really big trees.  He was told that in Bismarck, you can’t take those trees down.  

Does Mandan have anything like this?  Leonard stated that if it isn’t in the boulevard 

area, you can take them down?  Leonard added that you need a permit to remove or trim 

anything on the boulevard area in Bismarck and that starting this year, the City of Mandan 

will no longer trim trees in the boulevard areas due to lack of funds.  It will now be the 

homeowner’s responsibility.    

 

Bob questioned M & H.  He asked to refresh his memory.  Didn’t they allow the pole sign 

to remain as long as the cardboard advertising was removed from the poles?  Leonard 

said yes.  Bob stated there is a new smoking sign up now, so what should be done?  No 

answer… 

 

Bob asked about Huntington Book Store.  Richard stated they still have not done 

anything.  Bob asked what the next step is.  Steve stated that a complaint must be filed 

with the prosecutor’s office.  Discussion followed as to who is responsible for the 

removal.  The City owns the building, but there is a renter (Huntington).  Leonard stated 

that the City of Bismarck sends a letter giving them 10 days.  If this time frame is not 

met, they then obtain a bid, get the done and tack on 20% for handling fees.  In this case, 

you could add it on to her rent.   

 

Sullivan was questioned.  Richard stated that he drove by just today and he thinks that 

Mr. Sullivan probably thinks the work he has done is ok, but in all reality it isn’t.  He 

simply covered the window areas with plywood.   Richard will visit with Mr. Sullivan 

again and let him know that the work completed is not acceptable.   
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There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                          

Approved by:      Date 

 

 

 

 

Transcribed by: 

Mary Olsen/Admin. Specialist 

 

 


