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December meetings
City Commission
Dec. 7 and 21, 5:30 p.m.,
City Hall

School Board
Dec. 6 and 20, 5:30 p.m.,
City Hall

Mandan Park Board
Dec. 13, 5:30 p.m., City Hall

County Commission
Dec. 14, 2 p.m. and 5:30
p.m., Morton County
Courthouse.

State of the City
Mayor Tim Helbling
presented a State of City
address at an annual
Chamber breakfast on
Nov. 4. Check out
Mandan’s stats at
www.cityofmandan.com
under the News section.

Two months remain to use interest reduction tool
Nearly $1.8 million in bonding authority is available in Morton County through the
remainder of 2010 for private sector projects that meet the criteria of the federal Recovery
Zone program. The Recovery Zone Facility Bond program is available to the private sector for
lower-cost financing of economic development projects such as manufacturing plants,
distribution centers, hotels, retail or restaurant facilities.

The programs must be administered according to U.S. Treasury and Internal Revenue Service
guidelines and more specifically with guidelines adopted by Morton County. The county
guidelines include that the project must create new county property taxes within three years
of project commencement. Other criteria are that it allows a primary sector business to
expand, retains a significant number of jobs, adds jobs, or fill gaps for needed products or
services.

Bonds must be issued by January 1, 2011. The applicant must have an arrangement to
purchase the bonds from a financial institution or bond underwriter demonstrating that the
project is credit worthy.

Application procedures and forms are available by contacting the Morton County Auditor’s
Office, phone 667-3300. Copies of these documents are also available on the internet at
www.co.morton.nd.us under the “Forms” section or at www.cityofmandan.com in the City
Departments section under Business Development.

Santa’s Arrival Nov. 27
includes parade,
festivities
Santa will arrive in Mandan on
Nov. 27 with a mini, holiday
parade down Main Street,
departing Hardee’s at 2:30 p.m.,
finishing in the parking lot of Central Market at 3 p.m. Children
are invited to visit with Santa and Mrs. Claus from 3 to 5 p.m.
Each receives a free photo and treat bag. Activity plans include
choir performances, carolers, wagon rides, and roasting
marshmallows to make s’mores. Businesses, civic
organizations, school and youth groups are urged to
participate in the mini-parade.

The tradition of Mandan Bucks giveaways also continues
during the holiday season. Fifty dollars in Mandan Bucks will
be awarded for 15 days, from Nov. 27 to Dec. 11, for a total of
$750. Names of winners will be drawn from registrations at
participating businesses.

Individuals who purchase $100 in Mandan Bucks between
Nov. 29 and Christmas will receive an extra $20 certificate.
Limit one bonus per customer for the first 200 qualifying
purchases. Mandan Bucks are available at the Mandan
Progress Organization office in Heritage Plaza, 411 W Main.

For information about participating businesses and a schedule of holiday
activities, visit www.mandanprogress.org or call 751-2983.

ACHIEVEMENT
Good things are made in Mandan,

including possibilities for

achievement by residents of all ages. This

month’s focus is on student achievement:

• An increasing percentage of seniors indicate they plan

to go on to post-secondary school, 86 percent for 2009-

10, compared to 78 percent for 2008-09.

• Mandan students scored an average 22.3 on their ACT

test for college readiness in 2009-10, above the state

average of 21.5 and the national average of 21.0.

Mandan’s scores also are above the state average for all

areas: English, math, reading and science.

• Mandan ranked third among the state’s 12 class A

schools in reading proficiency at 79.97 percent for the

2009-10 school year on N.D. State Assessment exams

conducted as a measure of Adequate Yearly Progress, a

federal accountability provision. Only Valley City and

Williston ranked higher.

• Mandan ranked 12th for mathematics at 77.04 percent.

The spread from first to last is only 5 percentage points.



Contact us
Mandan City Hall
205 Second Avenue NW
Phone 701-667-3215
Fax 701-667-3223
www.cityofmandan.com

Mandan City Commission
Mayor Tim Helbling
Dot Frank
Thomas Jackson
Dennis Rohr
Sandra Tibke

City Departments
Administration ........ 667-3215
Airport Authority ....... 663-0669
Assessing &
Building Inspection . 667-3230
Business
Development .......... 667-3485
Cemetery ............... 667-6044
Engineering, Planning &
Zoning .................... 667-3225
Finance .................. 667-3213
Fire ......................... 667-3288
Human Resources . 667-3217
Landfill .................... 667-0184
Library .................... 667-5365
Municipal Court ...... 667-3270
Police ..................... 667-3455
Public Works .......... 667-3240
Sewer Treatment .... 667-3278
Special
Assessments .......... 667-3271
Utility Billing ............ 667-3219
Water Treatment .... 667-3275

Receive E-mail Notices
Sign up to receive notice of
city meetings and news
releases in the “E-mail
Updates” section of
www.cityofmandan.com.
Meeting dates and agendas
are available.

QUESTION OF THE MONTH

Should the City of Mandan
have a Facebook page to
communicate with
residents and others?

Visit www.cityofmandan.com by
Dec. 1 to respond.

ON-LINE POLL RESULTS
Poll respondents tend to disagree with Memorial Highway plan
The on-line poll for October asked, “Do you generally agree or disagree with the
recommendations for the reconstruction of Memorial Highway?” There were 70
respondents. Sixteen percent selected “strongly agree,” 21 percent chose “agree,” 7 percent
were neutral, 9 percent picked “disagree,” and 46 percent opted for “strongly disagree”
and 1 percent went with “don’t know/need more info.” No comments were received, so it’s
difficult to know whether the disagreement is with the overall cost of the project or with
certain recommendations. For more information, visit www.mandanmemorialhighway.com.

City forester concerned about Dutch elm disease
Residents of Mandan may have noticed American elm trees marked with orange tags this
spring, summer, and fall. City Forester Barry Kiemele explains that these trees were diagnosed
as having Dutch elm disease, which is caused by a fungus-carrying bark beetle. Kiemele says it
is cost-prohibitive to inoculate elm trees with a fungicide, so control is very difficult.

In 2009, the count of diseased elm trees reached 114 (both public and private). This year, 103
diseased trees were identified. The diseased trees are removed as quickly as possible. The city
has removed 70 trees on public property and homeowners were responsible for 33 private trees.
This number of infected elm trees is high for a city the size of Mandan, Kiemele says. He
encourages residents to watch for problems with elm trees. If you have questions, please call
667-3239.

Kiemele advises residents that it is against city ordinance to have any elm firewood in the city
limits with bark still attached. This elm firewood prohibition is one way to combat this disease.

Solutions to storm water pollution
Water entering storm drains is carried untreated into the
river. For this reason, the public is asked to always recycle or
properly dispose of household products that contain
chemicals, such as insecticides, pesticides, paint, solvents,
and used motor oil and other auto fluids.  Don’t pour them
onto the ground or into storm drains. Here are more common
areas of storm water pollutants and solutions to control them:

Lawn care. Excess fertilizers and pesticides applied to
lawns and gardens wash off and pollute streams.
• Don’t rake or blow leaves or grass into the street. Storm

drains can become plugged.
• Don’t overwater your lawn or garden; consider using a

soaker hose instead of a sprinkler.
• Use pesticides and fertilizers sparingly and in the

recommended amounts.  Use organic mulch or safer pest control methods whenever
possible.

• Compost or mulch yard waste.  Don’t leave it in the street or sweep it into storm drains or
rivers.

Auto care. Washing your car and degreasing auto parts at home can send detergents and
other contaminates through the storm sewer system.  Dumping automotive fluids into storm
drains has the same result as dumping the materials directly into a river.
• Use a commercial car wash that treats or recycles its wastewater, or wash your car on your

yard so the water infiltrates into the ground.
• Repair leaks and dispose of used auto fluids and batteries at designated drop off or

recycling locations.

Pet waste. Pet waste can be a major source of bacteria and excess nutrients in local streams
and rivers.
• When walking your pet, remember to pick up waste and dispose of it properly. Flushing pet

waste is the best disposal method. Leaving pet waste on the ground increases public health
risks by allowing harmful bacterial and nutrients to wash into the storm drain and
eventually into local rivers.

Help keep storm drains near
your home clear and free of
debris to allow for proper
drainage and less standing
water on your street.
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