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April meetings
City Commission
April 7 and 21, 5:30 p.m.,
City Hall

School Board
April 20, 5:30 p.m., first
televised meeting at City
Hall

Mandan Park Board
April 13 at 5:30 p.m.,
Community Center

County Commission
April 14, 2 p.m and 5:30
p.m., Morton County
Courthouse

File May 1 for
school board
The Mandan Public School
District is accepting
applications for four seats
on the school board. One
of the positions is for rural
representation, meaning
the candidate  must reside
in the school district, but
outside city limits.

Applications may be
picked up at the Central
Administration building,
309 Collins Ave. The
election is June 9. All
precincts will vote at the
Mandan Middle School.

Video on demand &
replays available
You can now view a video
replay of City Commission
meetings any time you
wish via the internet at
dakotamediaaccess.org.

Replay schedules for
televised meetings on
Cable Channel 2 are also
posted.

Boards discuss Community Center possibilities
The Mandan City Commission, School Board and Park Board held a joint meeting Feb. 23
to discuss long range plans for the Mandan Community Center.

The City currently owns the Community Center. Ownership of the facility has been a
subject of discussion since the summer of 2008 when a joint operating agreement between
the three entities was up for renewal. Mayor Tim Helbling questioned if the City should
continue to own the facility. The Community Center is currently managed by the Mandan
Park District and serves as home to its administrative offices.

Discussion at the February meeting centered on wise use of taxpayer dollars and how the
facility could best serve the community as a whole in the long term.

Park Board President Tracy Porter spoke about long range options of turning the facility
into more of a pure recreational facility and the challenges the Park District would face in
a remodel versus constructing a new facility designed to be a recreational facility. The
Community Center was originally designed for multiple purposes including that of an
armory to serve the National Guard.

School Board President Kirsten Baesler talked about needs at the high school for
vocational education programs. The School District needs to improve facilities for
carpentry, welding and industrial technology programs. The School District faces losing
the carpentry program if its facilities are not improved.

Having full access to the Community Center could possibly address vocational needs in
addition to housing the School District’s central administration offices. Locating in the
Community Center would create a centrally located campus for both educational and
administrative needs of the School District.

The Park Board and School District noted that regardless of which scenario is pursued, if
any, the indoor pool will remain open to the public.

The three entities received comments from the public relating to use of the Community
Center’s main hall and if there are other public and private facilities within the
community to absorb events currently held there.

Consensus of all three boards was to have staff members gather additional information
and schedule another public briefing and input session for late April or early May for
further discussion about possible options for the Community Center.

Public info meeting on parking study March 26
A public information and input meeting on Mandan’s downtown parking study is
tentatively scheduled for 5:30 p.m., Thursday, March 26, at City Hall. The parking
consulting firm selected to conduct the study, Rich and Associates, will exam Mandan’s
existing parking conditions including supply, usage and turnover rates. Next, the firm
will define how proposed developments in downtown Mandan will impact parking and
what changes will be necessary to address those impacts.

Rich and Associates will develop specific recommendations for efficient and effective
parking inclucing new or additional parking opportunities such as shared parking or
more on or off-street parking. They will address overall management, pricing for parking,
and enforcement. The report will include financial analysis of recommended solutions.



Contact us
Mandan City Hall
205 Second Avenue NW
Phone 701-667-3215
Fax 701-667-3223
www.cityofmandan.com

Mandan City Commission
Mayor Tim Helbling
Jerome Gangl
Thomas Jackson
Jerry Serhienko
Sandra Tibke

City Departments
Administration ........ 667-3215
Airport Authority ..... 663-0669
Assessing &
Building Inspection . 667-3230
Business
Development .......... 667-3485
Cemetery ............... 667-6044
Engineering, Planning &
Zoning .................... 667-3225
Finance .................. 667-3213
Fire ......................... 667-3288
Human Resources . 667-3217
Landfill .................... 667-0184
Library .................... 667-5365
Municipal Court ...... 667-3270
Police ..................... 667-3455
Public Works .......... 667-3240
Sewer Treatment .... 667-3278
Special
Assessments .......... 667-3271
Utility Billing ............ 667-3219
Water Treatment .... 667-3275

Receive E-mail Notices
Sign up to receive notice of
city meetings and news
releases in the “E-mail
Updates” section of
www.cityofmandan.com.
Meeting dates and agendas
are available.

QUESTION OF THE MONTH
How satisfied have you
been with snow removal
this winter?

Visit www.cityofmandan.com
by April 1 to respond.

Events center still only a topic of discussion
The Mandan events center committee continued discussions in Februrary about what it
might take for such a facility to be plausible. The committee reviewed and approved criteria
that developers of the preferred site, a 55-acre parcel along Interstate-94, would need to meet
for an events center to become a reality. The major requirement would be for Mandan 94
Partners to obtain commitments for a minimum 100,000 square feet of retail, a 100-room
hotel, and a 5,000 square foot restaurant. The proposed letter establishes the end of 2009 as
the deadline for these commitments.

If the commitments are obtained, the letter stipulates the City of Mandan would arrange for
financing and a vote or public approval process for the project by the end of 2010. A
hypothetical timeline indicates the soonest the facility could open is 2012. The goal is to
attract retail services to Mandan. The letter of understanding would allow the event center
concept to be tested as an anchor and attraction tool.

The events center committee had hoped to take the letter to the City Commission for
consideration March 3, but instead needs to reconvene in the next month or two to review
conditions set forth by the developer. It has also become apparent that School and Park
District potential scenarios for the Mandan Community Center’s future may impact project
feasibility. An event center committee meeting will be scheduled when there is a clearer
understanding of the possibilities.

The events center committee has looked at economic benefits that could result from a multi-
purpose facility, including property and sales tax revenue from development surrounding
the facility. They are also studying property tax neutral ways of paying for the facility and
related infrastructure costs. Once such possibility is tax increment financing, which uses the
increase in property taxes collected from the development to pay for the project. The events
center subcommittees will be further exploring funding, types of events, and management of
the proposed facility. A tentative deadline for progress reports is April 15.

Spring Clean-Up Week planned April 20-25
April 20 to 25 is Spring Clean-Up Week in Mandan. Residents may place bulky items — as
long as two people can lift them — at their point of waste collection by 5 a.m. on their
normally scheduled day. Keep these items separate from household garbage and belongings
you do not want picked up. Mark old garbage cans, crates, or boxes you want to get rid of, or
they will be emptied and left. Public Works crews will not enter mobile home parks during
Spring Clean-Up Week. Residents should contact their management for more details.

Restrictions include no tires, branches, leaves, grass clippings, commercial or demolition
rubbish, or hazardous waste materials such as paints, batteries or insecticides. Please take
these items to the landfill. There is a charge of $2 per tire. The City landfill will be open free
of charge to Mandan residents from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday, April 18 and April 20 to
25. For more information about Spring Clean-Up Week, call Public Works at 667-3240.

ON-LINE POLL RESULTS

How to pay for infrastructure for new developments?
February’s on-line poll asked, “How should streets, sidewalks and storm sewer for new
developments be paid for?” Of 193 respondents, 57% selected “upfronted by developer
with cost reflected in lot price,” 6% selected “special assessed to buyer over 10-15 years,”
28% selected “a combination thereof,” and 9% selected “unsure, need more info.”

This was the largest participation  in an on-line poll to date, indicating interest in further
discussion within the community. The City Commission at an August planning meeting
directed staff to further research the topic. The Commission is expected in the future to
revisit policy for funding of infrastructure for new developments.

If more burden for infrastructure is placed on the developer, a potential negative is
community growth could slow if developers can’t secure private financing. Potential
positives include: 1) buyers of new homes would know immediately what total expenses are for
a property because infrastructure costs would be reflected in a higher lot price, 2) a developer
may be able to install infrastructure less expensively than the City, and 3) the City wouldn’t
be at risk if the developer defaults on taxes for unsold lots assessed in a new development.
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