"WHERE THE WEST BEGINS"

mandan

AUGUST 2009
VOLUME 3, ISSUE 8

September dates
City Commission
Sept. 1, 15 and 29, 5:30
p.m., City Hall

School Board
Sept. 8 and 21, 5:30 p.m.,
City Hall

Mandan Park Board
Sept. 14, 5:30 p.m., TBA

County Commission
Sept. 8, 2 p.m and 5:30 p.m.,
Morton County Courthouse.

Joint Meeting
Sept. 17, 5:30 p.m.,
Mandan Middle School

Vote Sept. 8 for
School Board

Polls will be open 7 a.m.
to 7 p.m. City and rural
patrons north of the BN
railroad tracks, will vote
at the Seven Seas.
Patrons who live south
of tracks will vote at
Spirit of Life Church.

Absentee ballots are
available at the Central
Administration
Building, 309 Collins
Avenue, or the
application may be
dowloaded at
www.mandan.k12.nd.us.

Farmers market

The Mandan farmers’
market is open through
harvest on Saturdays
from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. (or
sell-out) and Tuesdays
and Thursdays from 10
a.m. until sell-out. The
location is in the
parking lot west of the
Morton-Mandan Public
Library (across from
Security First Bank).

messenger

Community Center not on Sept. 8 ballot after all

Four positions on the Mandan School Board are up for election Sept. 8. The School Board
had also planned to ask if it could use $602,530 in bond funds to renovate the Community
Center. The school district is looking at using the Community Center for some vocational-
technical programs plus its administrative offices. The school board was informed in late
July that it cannot use dollars from a bond election for a different purpose, even with voter
approval, so the matter will not appear on the Sept. 8 ballot.

The 2005 bond issue included $699,500 for renovation and remodeling of the former junior
high for administrative office use. Last year, $96,970 in renovations were made for use by
sixth grade students until a new wing is complete at the middle school. The school board
planned to use the balance for the Community Center. An interpretation of North Dakota
law and a 1972 Attorney General’s opinion indicate the funds must be used to pay down
the original debt.

Dollars that could instead be tapped for the Community Center project, if the school board
votes to pursue it, come from the federal stimulus package. More than $1 million is

available for renovation of school district facilities. Another source would be the sale of the
Central Administration Building, 309 Collins Avenue. It has been on the market for a year.

The Park District has committed to relocate and make the Community Center available to

the school district by July 1, 2010. The Park District will receive a report from an architect

at its Aug. 10 meeting on what sort of recreational facility could be built within its existing
budget. The Park District will retire the majority of its current debt in 2011.

Another public information meeting with involvement from the School Board, Park Board
and City Commission on future use of the Community Center and related topics is
scheduled for Aug. 19 at 5:30 p.m. at City Hall.

Event center discussions tabled

Citizens have been asking about the status of discussions about a possible events center in
Mandan. The Events Center Committee last met April 24. Owners of the site under
consideration (east of Collins Avenue between 1-94 and Old Red Trail) were not ready to
enter into a letter of understanding. At the same time, the City Commission, Park Board
and School Board were discussing the future of the Mandan Community Center, with the
Park Board contemplating a new recreation center.

The Events Center Committee agreed to hold off on further meetings until local
government entities complete their research. The committee voted to recommend that as
the Park District looks at possibilities for a new recreation center that it consider an events
module to be built in conjunction with, or as a future expansion, to a recreation center.

Entities to consider ‘Mandan Tomorrow” plan Sept. 17

The steering committee for Mandan’s new strategic vision plan will ask the Mandan City
Commission, Mandan Park Board, Mandan School Board, and Morton County
Commission to formally adopt the “Mandan Tomorrow” plan at a joint meeting Sept. 17 at
5:30 p.m. at the Mandan Middle School. The public is encouraged to attend.

Subcommittees are being formed to work on the plan’s four areas: 1) Leadership, pride and
image, 2) economic opportunity and prosperity, 3) quality places and destinations, and 4)
education and workforce. The plan is posted at www.mandanvisionplan.com.




Wells drilled to reach fuel beneath Main Street

Construction crews this month are drilling remediation
REMEDIATION wells beneath Main Street between First and Second
2006 TO PRESENT Avenue NW. The wells are being drilled at a slant from
Liquid south of Main to the street’s center. These new wells add
299,737 pounds to a comprehensive remediation system operating in
(42,613 gallons) downtown Mandan since 2006 to clean up an
Vapor underground diesel fuel spill. The system has to date
211,048 pounds of removed and treated more than 1.6 million pounds of

solvents, gasoline and hydrocarbons.

diesel (31,024 gallons) The area under Main is beyond the influence of remedial
wells north and south of the street. The Mandan

91,121 pounds of methane e ’
Remediation Trust needs to monitor and remove any

Bioattenuation product beneath Main to be sure clean-up efforts meet
1,049,142 pounds of diesel N.D. Department of Health standards. Removal of free
(150,950 gallons) phase product from the downtown area is expected to be
TOTAL complete in about two years with soil scrubbing to occur
1,651,04—8pounds thereafter. The soil scrubbing process involves pushing
(224,587 gallons) air into the soil to invigorate naturally occurring bacteria

that eat away at any remaining contamination.

Developer investing $3 million in new mixed-use project

As remediation progresses in

downtown Mandan, HH OB O T H HH

o

redevelopment is occurring.
CRT Investments will soon
break ground at 200 W Main

LT

on a four-story building with H

commercial space at street Y ; 7 ==

level and 30 one- and two- =0 =1 = +
el =i= 11l ===

bedroom apartments on
upper stories. The building’s estimated cost is $3 million, $500,000 for the commercial
space and $2,500,000 for the residential portion. Sale of the land for the project from the
City to the private sector puts it back on the tax rolls. As an approved Renaissance Zone
project, the owner will receive a five-year tax exemption on the value of the building.
Commercial tenants may apply for a five-year state income tax exemption.

The developer is also requesting tax increment financing (TIF) in the form of a property
tax exemption on the residential units for years six to 15 for a maximum of $450,000. No
structure exists on the property today, so no taxes are being collected. Thus, citizens are
not giving up any present day revenue, but are rather gaining a $3 million private
investment. The building will generate an estimated $10,625 in tax revenue per year on the
value of the commercial portion by year six and $63,750 by year 16. This compares to the
previous structure valued at $202,400, which generated $2,576 in annual tax revenue
based on the same projected levy of 425 mills.

TIF will help in reducing risk on the project and making it more financially viable by
offsetting costs the developer will incur in building on a remediation site. Without the
incentives, the project is unlikely to occur.

ON-LINE POLL RESULTS

Respondents offer input on date for Buggies-n-Blues

The on-line poll for July asked, “Should the date for Buggies-n-Blues be permanently
changed in 2010 from early June to late July?” Of 288 respondents, 62% selected “yes”
and 36% selected “no.” Buggies-n-Blues had been planned for June 6-7 in 2009, but cold,
rainy weather forced its cancellation. The event is hosted by the Bismarck-Mandan
Musicians Association, local car clubs, and Mandan Progress Organization. The groups
rescheduled it for July 25-26. Event organizers are evaluating the July event as compared
to previous June shows. They are striving to avoid conflicts with other events. The June
date would allow the Mandan Airport to continue hosting a fly-in of vintage planes.

Contact us

Mandan City Hall

205 Second Avenue NW
Phone 701-667-3215
Fax 701-667-3223
www.cityofmandan.com

Mandan City Commission
Mayor Tim Helbling
Jerome Gangl

Thomas Jackson

Jerry Serhienko

Sandra Tibke

City Departments
Administration ........ 667-3215

Airport Authority ..... 663-0669
Assessing &

Building Inspection . 667-3230
Business

Development.......... 667-3485

Cemetery .............. 667-6044
Engineering, Planning &

Ao] 11120 SR 667-3225
Finance ....c.ccoevnee 667-3213
Fire oo 667-3288
Human Resources . 667-3217
Landfill ....coovvrinen. 667-0184
Library .......cccovveenn. 667-5365
Municipal Court ...... 667-3270
Police .....cccovvrninnn. 667-3455

Public Works .......... 667-3240
Sewer Treatment.... 667-3278

Special
Assessments.......... 667-3271
Utility Billing............. 667-3219

Water Treatment .... 667-3275

Receive E-mail Notices
Sign up to receive notice of
city meetings and news
releases in the “E-mail
Updates” section of
www.cityofmandan.com.
Meeting dates and agendas
are available.

QUESTION OF THE MONTH

How satisfied were you
with the new dates and
hours for fireworks?

Visit www.cityofmandan.com
by Sept. 1 to respond.
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