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March meetings
City Commission
March 3, 17 and 31, 5:30
p.m., City Hall

School Board
March 2 and 16, 5:30 p.m.,
CAB Building, 309 Collins

Mandan Park Board
March 9 at 5:30 p.m.,
Community Center

County Commission
March 10, 2 p.m and 5:30
p.m., Morton County
Courthouse

Televised meetings
City Commission
meetings are being aired
live on cable channel 2
and webstreamed on
www.freetv.org.

Dakota Media Access
plans to add video-on-
demand so interested
parties can watch a
particular meeting at
any time via the
internet. Recordings of
meetings now are
typically replayed seven
times including
midnight the day of the
meeting and at noon the
next day.

The Mandan School
Board and Park Board
plan in April and July,
respectively, to begin
meeting in the Ed
“Bosh” Froelich room of
City Hall so that their
meetings can be
televised, too.

Watch for new
developments at
dakotamediaaccess.com.

Community strategic planning begins
The Bismarck Mandan Chamber of
Commerce, Mandan City Commission,
Park Board and School Board are excited to
announce the launch of Mandan’s strategic
vision planning process. The project kicked
off Feb. 5 with a community meeting at the
Mandan Middle School.

Nationally recognized firm Market Street
Services is coordinating the process. The
goal is to create a roadmap to strengthen
Mandan’s economy, enhance quality of life
and provide direction as to what residents
want to see from their community.

The process is actively engaging local
stakeholders in focus groups, interviews
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Remediation wells may be needed in Main Street
The Mandan Remediation Trust (MRT) in December directed environmental engineering
firm Leggette, Brashears & Graham (LBG) to prepare a plan to assess the presence of free
phase hydrocarbons beneath Main Street. The area of concern is between Second Avenue
NW and Collins Avenue.

The City had previously forbidden remediation activity in driving lanes of Main, and
consequently, no monitoring points are installed. The area under Main is beyond the typical
radius of influence of neighboring remedial wells on the north and south sides of the street.

To be sure in a few years that the remedial efforts can be deemed complete and meet N.D.
Department of Health criteria for project closure, the MRT needs to find out what is
beneath Main Street. The extent of those findings will determine if remediation in the street
is needed and what method will be most effective.

Drilling a hole in Main Street may seem a simple task when, in fact, the opposite is true. A
hollow stem auger would need to navigate through 8 to 10 inches of concrete, up to 4 feet
of crushed concrete, through a maze of utility lines, to reach a depth of approximately 16 to
25 feet. In turn, repairs would be needed on the panel of disturbed concrete with an
allowance for curing time. All the while the goal would be to minimize disruption to
downtown businesses, and keep the traveling public and construction workers safe.

The wells would serve dual purposes for both monitoring and remediation. If wells are
installed in Main Street, the MRT and LBG are concerned about the safety of individuals
tasked with monitoring and maintenance of these wells. Dodging traffic any time of day or
night is not preferred.

The MRT is taking a cautious approach, examining alternatives including putting wells in
at an angle from the south side of Main Street to its center. This may not be most effective
for the wells to operate, but could be the safest and least disruptive. Please stay tuned as
the MRT continues to analyze the approach to remediating contamination beneath Main
Street. The MRT meets on the first Tuesday of each month at 10 a.m. at City Hall.

and an on-line survey to provide an
understanding of community opinions and
ideas to assist Mandan in reaching its full
potential. This feedback will be paired
with quantitative market research to
provide a detailed assessment of the
community’s key competitive issues and
the progressive actions necessary to create
sustainable short and long-term growth
opportunities.



Contact us
Mandan City Hall
205 Second Avenue NW
Phone 701-667-3215
Fax 701-667-3223
www.cityofmandan.com

Mandan City Commission
Mayor Tim Helbling
Jerome Gangl
Thomas Jackson
Jerry Serhienko
Sandra Tibke

City Departments
Administration ........ 667-3215
Airport Authority ..... 663-0669
Assessing &
Building Inspection . 667-3230
Business
Development .......... 667-3485
Cemetery ............... 667-6044
Engineering, Planning &
Zoning .................... 667-3225
Finance .................. 667-3213
Fire ......................... 667-3288
Human Resources . 667-3217
Landfill .................... 667-0184
Library .................... 667-5365
Municipal Court ...... 667-3270
Police ..................... 667-3455
Public Works .......... 667-3240
Sewer Treatment .... 667-3278
Special
Assessments .......... 667-3271
Utility Billing ............ 667-3219
Water Treatment .... 667-3275

Receive E-mail Notices
Sign up to receive notice of
city meetings and news
releases in the “E-mail
Updates” section of
www.cityofmandan.com.
Meeting dates and agendas
are available.

QUESTION OF THE MONTH
How should streets in
new developments be
paid for?

Visit www.cityofmandan.com
by March 1 to respond.

On-line poll results: Respondents say ‘no’ to money for doors
Monthly polls are posted at www.cityofmandan.com. Here are results of January’s poll.

Should the City provide matching funds to assist businesses with installation of
automatic doors? —Among 114 respondents: 68% selected no; 23% said yes and 9% were
unsure.

Utility rates for commercial and industrial users
Last month’s newsletter covered the Jan. 1 increase in rates for city water and sewer services
for residential use. This month we focus on commercial and industrial customers.

The new base water and sewer rate has increased by $12.84 per month, from $8.00 to $20.84
per month. This is in response to a policy established by the City Commission in 1988 which
indicates that the commercial and industrial base rate is to be double that of the residential
rate, now set at $10.42 per month.

Commercial and industrial customers generally require a higher demand for water and
sewer services, therefore the infrastructure to provide these services needs to be larger than
for residential customers. Commercial and industrial users may have fire suppression
requirements to meet, resulting in a demand for a larger flow of water to the structure than
to homes. A water rate analysis is being conducted to determine the most equitable
distribution of base rates for the future.

The water and sewer service rate for industrial and commercial users is the same as for
residential. Increases were implemented to pay for long-term infrastructure improvements:

• $4.5 million in water treatment plant improvements
• $8.6 million for the south side reservoir construction
• $1 million for a south side sanitary sewer force main, and
• $1.7 million for sewer treatment plant improvements.

Automatic doors required with business incentives
Voters in the Nov. 4, 2008, election in the City of Mandan approved an initiated ordinance
that states, “Installation of electric handicap accessible entrance doors are required on every
building open to the public that has received public funds in any form whatsoever.”

The City Commission has been working to modify the ordinance since it was passed to
clarify the definition of public funds, public use of buildings, the number of doors required,
conditions of a waiver, the date of application, and the remedy in event of non-compliance.

Forms of assistance include Mandan’s Storefront Improvement Program, Renaissance Zone,
Growth Fund low interest loans, five-year property tax exemptions for new and expanding
businesses, or tax increment financing for development projects.

A federal tax credit is available for improving accessibility to an existing building. The tax
credit is for 50 percent of expenditures up to total expenditures of $20,250 with a maximum
tax credit of $10,000. For more information, call the Mandan Business Development Office,
phone 667-3485.

Parking study to get underway in March
Mandan’s downtown parking situation will be studied in 2009 to determine if a parking
structure is needed and, if so, how large and where it should be located. Many employees
of downtown businesses currently park on city-owned lots slated for private
redevelopment in 2009 or beyond. When these lots are built on, the supply of off-street
parking will decrease and demand will increase with additional businesses, employees,
customers and residents associated with these multi-level, mixed-use developments.

The parking study will assess inventory, usage and future needs, estimating what demand
will be once development projects are complete and as underutilized properties are
rehabilitated and rented or sold to achieve a higher overall downtown occupancy rate.
Plans are to select a firm to conduct the study and have a contract in place by early March
with a draft report due June 1 and a final report by Aug. 1.
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