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September
meetings

City Commission
Sept. 7, 5 p.m., and Sept.
21, 5:30 p.m., City Hall

School Board
Sept. 7, 7 p.m., and Sept.
20, 5:30 p.m., City Hall

Mandan Park Board
Sept. 13, 5:30 p.m., City
Hall

County Commission
Sept. 14, 2 p.m. and 5:30
p-m., Morton County
Courthouse.

New business
marketing materials

The City’s Business
Development Office
recently published a new
community profile and
fact sheets summarizing
available assistance and
resources for use in
business recruitment
and retention activities.
The materials are posted
at cityofmandan.com or
available upon request.
Call 667-3485. A grant
from the N.D.
Commerce Department
will cover a portion of
the expense.
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City budgeting process underway for 2011

City officials are in the midst of budgeting for 2011. The City Commission’s policy for
establishing the City’s share of the overall mill levy is to be no higher than the midpoint
of mill levies from the preceding year for the state’s other 11 largest cities. The City of
Mandan levy for 2009 was 97.93 mills. The midpoint was 97.83. Thus the target for the
2011 budget is to reduce the city’s levy by at least 0.10 mills.

Department requests submitted in June for operating and management, capital outlay
and any personnel increases collectively exceeded the target. A budget committee is
meeting with department heads, supervisors and portfolio commissioners to determine
where to make cuts and identify other sources of revenue.

By Aug. 27, the City will publish notice of a public hearing on the 2011 budget to be held
Sept. 7. Following the hearing, the Commission will consider the introduction and first
reading of an ordinance to adopt the budget. A second notice is published Sept. 24
regarding a Oct. 5 hearing. The Commission then considers the second reading of an
ordinance to adopt the 2011 budget.

City launches new website

The City of Mandan has a new website at www.cityofmandan.com. Building on public
feedback and a desire to improve customer service, the new site provides residents,
businesses and visitors with more information through a new layout, design and structure
that ultimately improves the user experience. Site features include:

* Sections for all city departments with a variety of forms and descriptions of application,
review and approval processes that will be helpful to residents and businesses.

¢ Information about volunteer
boards and committees that assist
with local government.

* A much more visible business
development section, making it
easier for existing and
prospective businesses to find
information about opportunities
and assistance.
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* An on-line business directory
that allows residents and visitors
to search for businesses by
category or name of business,
while giving businesses a
chance to provide citizens with
information about other special
offers, upcoming events, job
opportunities and whatever
else they want to share.
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The site continues to offer e-mail
notices on a variety of topics to
anyone interested in signing up.




‘Mandan Tomorrow’ committees report progress at July forum

Chairpersons of committees helping to implement the Mandan Tomorrow strategic plan
provided midyear updates at a July 21 reporting session. Here are a few highlights:

OPPORTUNITY
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ACHIEVEMENT

Leadership, Pride & Image

* Seeking adoption in August of a community marketing
strategy based on a “Made in Mandan” theme focusing
on key community attributes in support of broader
business, residential and tourist attraction goals.

* Research continues on improving Mandan’s appearance
through programs and activities such as property

maintenance standards, a fall clean-up week or free
landfill week.
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Quality Places & Destinations
* Mandan Sports and Recreation Rendezvous held May 22 and Spirit of the West Grill Fest
planned Aug. 20-21.

* On-line survey garnered 400 responses about possible recreational amenities or activities.
Most popular choices will be covered in next month’s newsletter.

Economic Opportunity & Prosperity

* Toward goal of forming an investment group to secure retail and restaurants, committee
is developing a list of potentially interested parties and will be making contacts. The
committee is also exploring possible legislation to create a tax credit that would reward
investment in local development projects.

* Recovery Zone Bonds were made available by Morton County Commission. Total
allocation for the private sector is $1.79 million for qualified development projects.

Education & Workforce
* Making progress on dual credit courses at Mandan High School in psychology, sociology
and language arts. Considering program to honor a student of the month or quarter.

¢ Mandan Public Schools Foundation for Education formed. Learn more at
www.mandanschoolsfoundation.org.

A copy of slides used by committee chairs in presenting their reports is posted at
www.mandantomorrow.com. If you are interested in becoming involved with a committee,
contact the Chamber at 223-5660.

ON-LINE POLL RESULTS
52% of respondents concerned about property tax exemptions

for new and expanding businesses

The on-line poll for June asked, “Do you support property tax exemptions to assist new
and expanding businesses in Mandan?” Of 200 respondents, 18% selected “definitely
favor” and 22% chose “somewhat favor” while 16% indicated they are “somewhat
against,” and 36% picked “definitely against.” Four percent of respondents were neutral
on the issue and another 4% selected “don’t know/need more info.”

Property tax exemptions for new and expanding businesses are typically for construction
of new commercial buildings, additions, or major remodels. These exemptions are for the
building improvements, not on the land or any existing buildings. In this sense, a city
and its citizens are not giving up anything that they already had in terms of tax revenue.

The exception is Renaissance Zone projects. State law allows cities to provide an
exemption for a building as improved. Renaissance Zones are typically in the central city
consisting of residential and commercial properties that need to be revitalized and
redeveloped to attract businesses and residents.

The rationale behind property tax exemptions is to encourage investment, business start-
ups and expansions, and jobs growth that might not otherwise occur.

Contact us

Mandan City Hall

205 Second Avenue NW
Phone 701-667-3215
Fax 701-667-3223
www.cityofmandan.com

Mandan City Commission
Mayor Tim Helbling

Dot Frank

Thomas Jackson

Dennis Rohr

Sandra Tibke

City Departments
Administration ........ 667-3215

Airport Authority ..... 663-0669

Assessing &
Building Inspection . 667-3230

Business
Development.......... 667-3485

Cemetery .............. 667-6044
Engineering, Planning &

Ao] 11120 SR 667-3225
Finance .......ccoeeu.. 667-3213
Fire e, 667-3288
Human Resources . 667-3217
Landfill ........ccooveneenee 667-0184
Library .......cccovveenn. 667-5365
Municipal Court ...... 667-3270
PolICe ..o 667-3455

Public Works .......... 667-3240
Sewer Treatment.... 667-3278

Special
Assessments.......... 667-3271
Utility Billing............. 667-3219

Water Treatment .... 667-3275

Receive E-mail Notices
Sign up to receive notice of
city meetings and news
releases in the “E-mail
Updates” section of
www.cityofmandan.com.
Meeting dates and agendas
are available.

QUESTION OF THE MONTH

Would you favor a $3 per
month increase for garbage
collection if large totes

were providedr?

Visit www.cityofmandan.com
by Sept. 1 to respond.
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