"WHERE THE WEST BEGINS"

JANUARY 2009
VOLUME 3, ISSUE 1

mandan

February meetings

City Commission
Feb. 3 and 17 at 5:30 p.m.,
City Hall

School Board
Feb. 2 and 17 at 5:30 p.m.,
CAB Building, 309 Collins

Mandan Park Board
Feb. 9 at 5:30 p.m.,
Community Center

County Commission
Feb. 10, 2 p.m and 5:30 p.m.,
Morton County Courthouse

Televised meetings
City Commission
meetings in 2009 will be
on Dakota Media Access
cable channel 2 and
webstreamed on
www.freetv.org. Meetings
will be televised live, but
initially may be recorded
and replayed until all
equipment is in place.

Winter Daze

Mandan Parks and Rec
offers special activities in
January and February:

* Penguin Plunge

* Volleyball Tournament

* Wrap-It Tournament

* Moonlight Skate

e HIT Winter Showcase

* Sounds of Winter

* Senior Bingo

* Senior Card Party

* Coloring Contest

* Beach Ball Day

* Free swimming, ice
skating, water
aerobics and tanning

For more info, visit

www.mandanparks.com or
call 667-3287.

messenger

Utility rates increase in ‘09 for improvements

You'll see an increase in rates for city water and sewer services effective Jan. 1, 2009. The
increases are primarily to pay for long-term improvements:

* $4.5 million in water treatment plant improvements

* $8.6 million for the south side reservoir construction

* $1 million for a south side sanitary sewer force main, and
* $1.7 million for sewer treatment plant improvements.

The base water and sewer rate is increasing by $6.42, from $4.00 per month to $10.42 per
month. The water service rate will increase $0.30 per 100 cubic feet, from $2.30 to $2.60.
The sewer service rate will decrease by $.20 per 100 cubic feet, from $1.75 to $1.55. The
$.20 has instead been applied to the base rate.

Here’s the net result for an average residential customer using 7,500 gallons of water
(1,000 cubic feet or 10 units) per month:

* Base water and sewer rate increase = $6.42

* Plus water service increase (10 units @ $0.30 each) = $3.00
* Less sewer service decrease (10 units @ $0.20 each) = $2.00
* Total increase = $7.42 per month for the typical residence

Mandan ranks 4th among major cities for taxes

Mandan ranks fourth among North Dakota’s 12 largest
cities for property taxes levied in 2008 and payable in 2009,
according to a new compilation by the North Dakota
League of Cities. Mandan’s consolidated levy —for county,
school, city and park district shares — dropped to 498 mills,
down from 504 in 2007. Most of the decrease came from the
city, which dropped its levy from 107 to 102 mills.

2008 MILL LEVIES FOR
TOP 12 CITIES

Devils Lake - 521.53
Jamestown - 511.53
Wahpeton - 502.91
Mandan - 497.61
Grand Forks - 472.72
Valley City - 471.67
Fargo - 455.53

West Fargo - 441.38
Williston - 427.86
10 Dickinson - 424.75
11 Minot - 421.27

12 Bismarck - 400.61

Property valuations explained

Since property tax statements were issued in December, the
City has received inquiries on how market values of
properties are determined. The goal is for these values to be
accurate and equitable. Valuations for 2008 increased by an
average of 9.5 percent. These valuations are based on sales
from 2007.
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The Assessing Department annually reviews all real estate sales, typically 300 to 400 per
year, and uses this information to determine market values of similar structures. Sales
from like areas of town are compared with adjustments made for factors such as location,
age of structure, quality and condition, square footage, number of baths, fireplaces and
garage size.

Four comparable properties are identified for each property being assessed. An analysis
is made between last year’s market values for subject properties and sales prices for the
four most similar properties to see if the market value should increase or decrease. Once
values have been established, the N.D. Tax Department reviews the data to assure that
properties overall are within 5 percent of market value. For additional information, or
questions about your home’s value, call the Assessing Department at 667-3230.




Updated sign policy implemented for ‘09

The Mandan City Commission has adopted a revised sign policy as recommended by the
Mandan Architectural Review Commission (MARC). The policy had last been updated in
1981. Significant changes include:

* Flashing on electronic signs is prohibited. Flashing is a pattern of illumination that
alternates suddenly. The basic concern is that flashing can distract drivers.

* Registration of portable signs is required (at no cost). A portable sign may be placed at a
business up to 180 days per year. Each placement counts as a minimum of 30 days.
Portable signs include parked trailers or vehicles visible from the right-of-way unless
used in day-to-day operations. Sign lettering is limited to two colors and is to be uniform
in size. If having a portable sign out for more than 180 days is not enough for a business,
MARC encourages the business to switch to a permanent sign with changeable copy.

The MARC asks businesses and commercial property owners to comply with the changes to
requirements for electronic, portable and other easily adaptable signs as soon as possible.
However, MARC did establish a six-month grace period, until June 30, 2009, to allow time
for information on changes to be disseminated. Nonconforming signs of a permanent nature
that were legal under the 1981 policy will be allowed to remain until substantial changes are
made to the sign or commercial site.

The policy is posted at www.cityofmandan.com or available upon request in the Building
Inspection and Assessing Department, phone 667-3230. Permits are required for most signs.

City seeking volunteer fire fighters

The Mandan Fire Department is seeking additional volunteer firefighters. Residency
requirements have recently changed to include any jurisdiction within reasonable distance
to either Station 1 on Collins Avenue or Station 2 being constructed at 2009 40th Avenue SE
in the Lakewood subdivision. Mandan residency was a requirement for membership,
however, an exception is now given because of the new fire station’s close proximity to other
jurisdictions. Applicants must be at least age 16.

Those interested in becoming a volunteer firefighter with the Mandan Fire Department
should complete an application found online at www.cityofmandan.com or by calling 667-3288.

City offers convenient sites for Christmas tree disposal

Christmas trees will not be picked up with your weekly garbage or by city crews. Residents
of Mandan are responsible for disposal of their own Christmas trees. Trees may be hauled to
the landfill at no charge for Mandan residents. There is a designated area at the landfill for
dropping off Christmas trees, larger branches, logs, and other wood materials.

The seven grass-clipping disposal sites also have been designated as Christmas tree disposal
sites. The metal disposal bins will not be there, but residents are asked to neatly pile trees on
the ground. Please have your trees at these sites by January 15. The city forester and his crew
will mulch these trees with a wood chipper. For more information, call 667-3240.

Night time parking restrictions enforced to allow for snow removal

Night time parking restrictions are being enforced in the downtown business district. This
includes Main Street and First Street NW and the 100 block of all avenues from First Avenue
NE to Seventh Avenue NW. Ten dollar tickets are being issued for violations on Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays from 1 a.m. to 7 a.m. on Main Street and First Street and on
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 1 a.m. to 7 a.m. on the avenues.

On-line poll results: Respondents see need for assisted living

Monthly polls are posted at www.cityofinandan.com. Here are results of November’s poll.

Does Mandan need an assisted living facility? — Among 116 respondents: 72% selected
yes; 11% were unsure; and 16% said no.

Contact us

Mandan City Hall

205 Second Avenue NW
Phone 701-667-3215
Fax 701-667-3223
www.cityofmandan.com

Mandan City Commission
Mayor Tim Helbling
Jerome Gangl

Thomas Jackson

Jerry Serhienko

Sandra Tibke

City Departments
Administration ........ 667-3215

Airport Authority ..... 663-0669

Assessing &
Building Inspection . 667-3230

Business
Development.......... 667-3485

Cemetery .............. 667-6044
Engineering, Planning &

Ao] 11120 SR 667-3225
Finance .......ccoeuu.. 667-3213
Fire e, 667-3288
Human Resources . 667-3217
Landfill ........ccooveneenee 667-0184
Library .......cccovveenn. 667-5365
Municipal Court ...... 667-3270
PolICe ..ovovevririine 667-3455

Public Works .......... 667-3240
Sewer Treatment.... 667-3278

Special
Assessments.......... 667-3271
Utility Billing............. 667-3219

Water Treatment .... 667-3275

Receive E-mail Notices
Sign up to receive notice of
city meetings and news
releases in the “E-mail
Updates” section of
www.cityofmandan.com.
Meeting dates and agendas
are available.

QUESTION OF THE MONTH

Should the City provide
matching funds to assist
businesses with installation
of automatic doors?

Visit www.cityofmandan.com
by February 1 to respond.
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